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O0 ⁰ bountiful Lady of the Lodge de- 


roof eight days; and never were moments 
ſo deliciouſly paſſed as thoſe precious ones 
that were devoted tothe overflowings of an 


honeſt heart, penetrated with gratitude for 


affection for the fortunate children to whom 


Heaven had raiſed up ſo gracious a pro- 
tectreſs. 


The morning after Mrs. Oſmond's return 


VQL. If. B ly, 


* 


tained Brown under her hoſpitable 


their common preſerver, and burſting with 


home, ſhe ſent for Brown, Jonathan, War- 
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ly, and Mrs. Orchard, her houſekeeper, to 
give them a private audience ; Lewis and 
Loretta were confided to the care of other 
ſervants, their preſence not being required 
on the diſcuſhon of a ſubject which con- 
- cerned only Sales. 


Brown, very much againſt the-conſent of 
His modeſty, which would have proſtrated 
dim at the feet of Mrs. Oſmond, was forced 
| by her ſweet, but poſitive command, to fit 
down near her, the family domeſtics ſtand- 
| ing round, ſharing her benevolent ſmiles, 
as, in the courſe of her directions, the ad- 
| 
| 
| 


dreſſed herſelf to each of them particu- 
Jarly. 


F Worthy guardian of our intereſting 
|. -orphans,” ſaid ſhe, (ſpeaking to Brown) 
tell me without reſerve, without doing 
violence to the feelings of your own heart, 
can you live abſent from them? Can you 
conſign them to * care, to my tender 
| Care, 
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care, unreluctantly give up your prior claim 
ö | to my care of 6010 g them?” . 
« I can, I can, Madam,” cried the ge- 
nerous creature, I can do any thing that 

is ſo much for the good of—(he ſobbed) 
but—(again he ſobbed)—never, ſhall I ne- 
ver, Madam, be allowed to pay my duty to 
your Ladyſhip, and ſee my little ones?“ 


* Oh, as often as you pleaſe, good Mr. 
Brown; the more frequent your viſits to 


them and to me, the more I ſhall be your 
debtor.” 


“This goodneſs is what I do not de- 
ſerve, Madam! - God forgive me for think- 
ing you e I ſhould never ſee thee 
any more.” 


Rather pray, good ſoul, that I may be 
pardoned for having ſhaped my queſtion in 
ſuch a form, as to give you cauſe for thoſe 
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4 THE ORPHANS 


painful apprehenſions ; on the contrary, ii 
you had not a little eſtate to manage, which 
muſt require your attention, I ſhould have 
invited you to a reſidence under the ſame 
roof with . your . precious children, whoſe 
duty and affections I am willing to ſhare 
with yourſelf, though your's muſt always 
be the prior title.” 

This addreſs, ſo full of condeſcenſion, 
flaſhed day-light on the benighted ' ſpirits 
of Daddy Brown, whoſe effuſions of joy 
and gratitude was only to be interrupted 
by Mrs. Oſmond again re-aſſuming the 
.thread of her diſcourſe after this manner. 


] wifh-to conſult you on my intentions 
- towards theſe infants, and to know if they 
meet with your approbation.“ 


« Blefled Lady, ſpare me this great ho- 
nour, and do with them what you pleaſe! 
All muſt be good that comes into your ima- 


4 21 - ,gination 
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IF gination—Heaven will proſper my children, 
if it be 2 for your ſake.” 


X © Your kind thoughts of me, my friend, 
F I é accept with pleaſure; but let me now 
proceed, for I have yet much to ſay, both 
co you and theſe my good people, whom I 
ſhall employ as principals in the ſyſtem I 
mean to eſtabliſh for the benefit of my little 
_ wards,” 


The bending of knees and bodies teſti- 
fied a chearful obedience to their Lady's 
commands, of whatever nature they may 
be; they looked on Brown, and at each 
other, as if they would all have cried out 
exultingly on being the ſervants of ſo ex- 
cellent a miſtreſs, had not reſpect for her 
preſence, and the ſound of her voice, con- 
fined their ſèntiments to abſolute filence. 


Perhaps,“ continued this ſenſible wo- 
man, ſtill ſpeaking to Brown, © the decided 
B 3 fondneſs 
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fondneſs I have ſhewn towards theſe little 
unfortunates may create a ſuppoſition that 
I intend to carry my kindneſs for them a 
flight beyond prudence, and by my own 
folly, in bringing them acquainted with the 
enticements of vanity, unfit them for the 
comforts of humble independence. Any 
ſtate, whether of ſervitude or buſineſs, 
whatever is purchaſed by genius or induſ- 
try, entitles the poſſeſſor to call himſelf in- 
dependent. I give my ſervants their wages, 
they give me their labour, their time, and 
their faithful attention ; thus our obliga- 
tions are mutual, and neither is dependant 
on the other. Were I to chalk out a more 
opulent path for my orphans than where 
the comforts of life are attainable by genius 
and diligence, had I got it in my power to 
portion them at my death, which I cannot 
do, or by any other mode to ſettle them 
in a ſtate of ſplendor, inſtead of doing good 
I ſhould render evil, by advancing them to 
tations much more dangerous, and infi- 
nitely 


CG > 
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nitely leſs happy than what I have choſen 
*X for them. Have I your confent, Mr. 
Brown, to purſue my own plans ?” 


2X *« Conſent !—Oh, Madam—my—my— 
4 my conſent!” Joy choaked his further 
X utterance, and tears ran down his cheeks to 
ſupply the want of ſpeech. . 


&« T-am fully ſatisfied with theſe teſtimo- 
nials of your approbation,” continued ſhe, 
« and now, Jonathan, as the oldeſt of all 
my reſpectable ſervants, I call upon you to 
declare, without fear of giving the ſmalleſt 
offence, by anſwering truly to my queſ— 
tion, whether you think, at your advanced 

time, any new impoſition on your domeſtic 
duties would make you uncomfortable * 


Madam, cried the grateful old man, 
rather command my life than my ſer- | | 
vices; though, God be praiſed, your faith 
tal ſervant is ſo little the worſe for wear, as 

| 8 * 4 ..*; 6: 
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to be able for the undertaking twice as FE 
much as he has to do in the family of his re 
excellent and kindly conſiderate lady.“ WV 


Well, then, my good Jonathan, to 
your care I ſhall conſign the charge of in- 
ſtructing my pretty infants in the uſeful 
management of their pen and a perſect 
knowledge of arithmetic,” 


© T ſhall do it, Madam, not as an addi- 
tion to my labours, but as an honour and 
-pleaſure, which would more than reward 
them were their numbers twice doubled.” 


Thank you, thank you, Jonathan, for 
your chearful acquieſcence.—And you, 
Warly, whoſe partiality for the orphans is 
of as long ſtanding as my own, will think 
it no trouble, as they read tolerably well 
already, to teach them a better accent, and 
alſo to inſtruct Loretta in all ſorts of needle- 
work that can be uſeful or ornamental. 


fg Had 


* 
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nad 1 taken it into my head to become a 
romantic inſtead of uſeful friend to theſe 
A little people, I could no where have found 
for them governor or governeſs better ſæil- 
d led for the office, none with whom their | 
minds, their tempers, and their morals, | | 
will be ſtill more attended to than their 
outward adornments. They are inclined 
to acquit themſelves of their religions du- 
ties, and it ſhall be my particular province 
to enlarge their underſtanding concerning 
the greatneſs and goodneſs of God.” 


The prelude of a ſmiling curtſey figf- 
fied Warley's intentions of making her 
willing reſponſes ; but Mrs. Oſmond, who 
felt fatigued with the exertion of ſo much 
ſpeaking, and wiſhing to diſmiſs the af. 
ſembly, ſhe told her with a gracious nod, 
that ſhe need not ſignify her readineſs to 
become the inſtructreſs of Loretta, it being 
marked on her countenance. 


» 
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future welfare of Montgomery's children, 
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Aſter a moment's pauſe—* And now, 
Orchard, comes your turn, provided you 
are willing to accept an office in my chil- 


| G drenꝰs domeſtic eſtabliſhment.” 


8 


6 * Certainly, Madam, with my whole 
heart, and the very beſt of my abilities.” 


« Every one being alike entitled to my 
thanks, divide them amongſt you. Know, 
that as I do not intend Loretta for a fine 
lady, but a notable woman, like yourſelf, 
_Edefire ſhe might receive from you her 
. Jefi®ns in all culinary or confectionary 


matters; for which purpoſe, the ſhall at- 


tend in your room two hours every morn- 


ing, and J hope it will not be long before 


I am gratified by ſeeing a deſert on my 
table all of your little helpmate's arrang- 
ing. 


| This plan, ſo wiſe, ſo prudent, for the 


was 
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4 Vas alſo equally calculated for their preſent; 
IF felicity. New favourites are ſeldom well 


9 received by old ſervants, eſpecially when 
unlimited indulgence threatens that they 


may grow into maſters and miſtreſſes of a 
domineering deſcription ; but here the ling 
of ſeparation between their own condition 
and that which the benevolent. Mrs, Of- 
mond deſtined for the little ones of her 
charity being almoſt imperceptible, in plac- 
ing them below the contemplation of jea- 


F louſy, ſhe procured them a ſtation in the 
z | very hearts of thoſe to whom was confided 


their perſonal care and mental acquiy 
fitions. 


During eight days that the good Daddy 
Brown was a welcome gueſt at Oſmond 
Lodge, its revered miſtreſs ſeldom treated 
herſelf with the company of her recent 
_ purchaſe ; ſhe had them brought to her 
bedſide of a morning, called for them to 
attend her toilet at noon, and in the eveny 
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ing faw them kneeling between Brown and i 
Warly at the family devotional aſſemblage, 
but contented | herſelf at other times with = 
ſhort interviews; for as, with propricty, 

the could not admit Daddy Brown in form 

to her table, or to her uninterrupted ſo- 
ciety, much leſs would the curtail him of 
the ſtil] ſwecter ſociety of his beloved and 
loving little ones; yet in this diſtance, pre- 
feribed by decorum, pride and reſtraint had 

no ſhare, often did ſhe look in upon them 

in the houſekeeper's apartment, ſometimes 
joined them in the garden, and walking by 

the fide of Brown, condeſcend to enter into 

the moſt familiar converſations, of which 


the children, or his affairs, was always the 
ſubject. 


She feared the poſſibility of a diſappoint- 
ment to his hopes, on learning from his 
own ſimple relation, that he had no other 
ſummons to take poſſeſſion of his little 
Corniſh eſtate, except from an advertiſe- 
83 1 


3 | that whilſt, by her order, the village taylor 
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ment in the public papers. To foreſee au 
evil was with her to look for a remedy, ſo 


bas preparing a handſome ſuit of broad 
& cloth, and Warly employing not only her 
own fingers, but all the females in the 
houſe, in providing linen, whilſt theſe out- 
ward trappings of reſpectability were get- 
ting ready, Mrs. Oſmond diſpatched her 
own lawyer, the diſtance being only twenty 
miles, to certify himſelf of Brown's right 
to the ſucceſſion ; when every thing turning 
out to her wiſhes, and the honeſt claim- 
ant's entire ſatisfaction, ſhe ſuffered him to 
depart on one of her horſes, with a Froom 
to attend him, that his appearance, om the 
dawn of fortune, might inſpire his neigh 
bours with that opinion of equality, which# 
of all others is the moſt neceſſary ingre- 
dient to good fellowſhip. At her particu- 
lar requeſt, he took no leaye of the or- 
phans, whom he was at liberty to viſit as 

ſoon and as often as he pleaſed. No ſucks 


reſtriction | 


MM 
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*reftriction being laid on his farewels to any 
other part of the houſehold, they were ex- 
tremely kind to all, but extremely tender 
to Mrs. Warly in particular, who could 
not help mingling her tears with thoſe of 
Lewis and Loretta, when ſhe told them on 
the ſame morning that Daddy Brown was 
gone Let ſhe did not preſent either her- 
ſelf or them before her Lady until all traces 
of ſorrow were wiped away. 


Abont this time Mrs. Oſmond had the 
pleaſure of hearing that her daughter and 
grand - daughter were arrived at their town 
reſidence, in health and ſafety. Lady Acres, 
being far removed from the character be- 
onging to a diſſipated woman of faſhion, 
nd not excuſe the ſhortneſs of her letter, 
by pleading « a run of company, unavoidable 
engagements, balls, aſſemblies, or loſſes at 
Play; the only accounted for it by com- 
_ plaining that, during her abſence, the care- 
6, good tor nothing ſervants, from want 
Wc... | of 
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of economy, had involved her in ſo much 
trouble, with ſettling and paying off their 
accounts, diſcharging the heedleſs crea- 
VE tures, and replacing with others, that ſhe 
had hardly a moment to beſtow even on 
Sir John and Harriet, nor ſhould ſhe open, 
her doors for the reception of viſitors until 
the had made herſelf more comfortable. 
Quzre—Can a turbulent diſpoſition 
ever make itſelf comfortable ?—Certainly. 
not. Quiet is the foundation of comfort, 
and Lady Acres, never remarkable for be- 
ing long pleaſed with any body, could not 
be long pleaſed with herſelf, of courſe was 
unacquainted with the luxury of that in- 
ternal peace enjoyed by Mrs. Oſmond, 
which the craſh of worlds would not have 
untranquillized. 


After mentioning the letter, we muſt dot 
omit the nn which 18 rally al- 
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lowed to contain the beſt part of a female 
epiſtle.—“ I want to know vaſtly, dear 


ſpeaking to herſelf, as the put up her 
daughter's letter) © thou aft all prudence, 


mamma (ſays ſhe) what you mean to do 
with the little, dirty beggar children you 
picked up on Mendip Hills ?—I am ſure 
they mult be a monſtrous expence, and a 
great burden to you. Sir John, who be- 
longs to ſeveral charitable inſtitutions, may 
get them provided for at one or another of 
theſe receptacles. If you approve that he 
ſhould do fo, he will ſet about it directly. 
Harriet ſends her duty, and hopes - her 
deareſt grand-mamma will neyer love any 
little brats ſo well as ſhe docs her.” 
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Poor dear! cried the placid parent, 


all propriety, in thy conduct as a wife and 
a mother, why then ſo much the enemy of 
thy own real happineſs, as continually to 
diſturb it by ſuch maginary evils! 
Loretta, 
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XZ Loretta, already poſſeſſed of as many 
friends as chere were ſervants in the family, 
| j through her intereſt with the gardener, 
1 having obtained a noſegay almoſt as tall as 
berſelf, had conveyed it to the apartment of 
ber benefactreſs, who, being in the act of 
reading, did not obſerve either the ſweet 
child, or her little bundle of ſweets, until 
firſt giving vent to her thoughts in the ſort 
of ſoliloquy we have repeated, ſhe turned, 
and ſaw her ſtanding at her elbow, mutg 


and attentive. 


* How long have you n here, my 
love?“ * Mrs. Oſmond. 


2 Only a littlG will, Madam—See what 
fine flowers I have brought; but yu can- 
not wear them all in your boſom, ſo I muſt 
lay them * at en feet ay ſmell at.” 

a 2 

But ſuppoſe I tread upon and uw 
them ?” | | 


6c That * 
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That will be no pity at all; for then, I 
Madam, I ſhall run out and get you 


more.” 

* No, you ſhall not do fo, Loretta; I 
will take this roſe for your ſake, and give it 
a place in my boſom, the reſt I would have 
you carry to Warly, and bid her ſet them 

out in my dreſſing-room.“ 


« May I give Mrs. Warly and Mrs. 


Orchard, a roſe too ?—See, Madam, how 
many there are. Shall I, Madam, aſk them 


to have one a- piece, for they are very good 
to me and Lewis?“ 


* 


Go, my charmer—go mat do w Asen 
thy grateful little heart /ſhall dictate.— 
Who,” continued the good Lady, as. Lo- 
retta, ſeizing on the permiſſion ſo kindly 
granted, diſappeared, who ſhall call ſuch 
Children as theſe a trouble or a burden? 
Whois it that would perſuade me they are 
objects 
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| A Pbjects fitted for the bounty of common 
harity ?—Oh, that ſo hard a ſentence had 
1 I ot come from the pen of my daughter 
It never could have originated in her heart 

Her judgment may, but God forbid her 

heart ould miſlead her !—She ſaw them, 

ſhe muſt have admired them, and hereafter 

T ſhe will love them. 
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On the groom's return from eſcorting 
Daddy Brown to the place of his nativity, 
all the domeſtics gathered about him to 
aſk queſtions; Loretta and Lewis would 
probably have been of the number, but they 
were already in bed. Mrs. Oſmond, being 
informed that he was come back with his 
horſes in the beſt poſſible condition, ſent 
W tor him into her preſence, and learnt from 
his anſwers to her enquiries, that the wor- ya 
thy man was moſt cordially received by 
many old acquiitances, and with hear 
good-will by the reſt of his neighbours z 
that beſides a hundred dcres of land, within 


a ring 
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a ring fence, he had a. pretty cottage, 
neatly furniſhed, with ſome ſtock on his 
ground, a. pleaſant garden, and fuel enough "M 


* 


to laſt the whole winter ?- 
\ 


„Did he em much ſurprized,” aſked 
Mrs. Oſmond, © at.finding every thing ſo 


comfortable?” 


« No, my Lady, he ſaid it was all your 
Ladyſhip's goodneſs, or he ſhould have 
come to bare walls, and then he wept bit- 
terly.” | | 


The ſurmiſe of Daddy Brown was no leſs 
natural than true, Mrs. Oſmond having 
defired the lawyer whom ſhe diſpatched be- 
* him, to leave behind him a commiſ- 
ſion, that every thing ſhould be put 
into the houſe, neceſſary to the imme- 
diate accommodation of its new owner, at 
her own expence ; and before a month had 


elapſed, the grateful object of her bounty 
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0 1 pame to acknowledge at her feet the great- 
= of his obligation. Afterwards his viſits 
* were on the ſame day of the month regu- 
1 BY repeated, much to the joy of himſelf, 
1 ewis, and Loretta, to the ſatisfaction of 
1 heir beſt friend, and with ſomething more 
han joy or ſatisfaction to the tender- heart- 
ed Warly. In ſhort, his appearance al- 
ways made a holiday at the Lodge, whilſt 
bis departure from it on the ſecond morn- 

ing was rendered more eafy, by knowing | 
the very day, almoſt the very hour, when 
they ſhould ſee him again ; and Mrs. 
Warly, who was not unacquainted with the 
Poets, would exclaim, as ſhe ſtood at the 
door to look after him, as far as her fight 
extended, © The joys of meeting pay the 
pangs of PROS, elſe who could bear it. * 
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It would bei in vain to 1 that Mes. 
8 Warly 7hought of Daddy Brown, and that 
= Daddy Brown thought « of Mrs. Warly, 
when the ſecret had been (diſcovered by the 
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whole family; it had not even eſcaped the 
diſcernment of Mrs. Oſmond, though ſhe 
cloſed it up in her mind, until able to de- 
cide whether ſhe ſhould be moſt ſorry to 4 
part with ſo faithful an attendant, or glad 3 C 
to ſee her, the wife of an honeſt man, with 4 8 
whom ſhe could live in decent indepen- 
- dence, and at his death, if ſhe happened 
to be the ſurvivor, run no riſk of being left * 
unprovided for. 1 


8 mn Nee 


E 1 7 ET 
£4 * 7 
ws. 


When Mrs. Oſmond ſat down to an- 
ſwer the letter ſhe had received from Lady 
Acres, on reading it over again, ſhe felt 
her diſpleaſure at the harſhneſs of her lan- 
guage, applied to her little protégtes in- 
_ creaſe, in proportion to the increaſe of her 
own affections for them. At firſt ſhe re- 
ſolved not even to mention them, and ac- 
tually finiſhed two pages without naming 
them, but ſo near had they neſtled to her 
heart, ſo interwoven themſelves with all 
her ideas, that in ſpite of former reſolu- 
tions, 
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ions, ſhe filled the other two pages with 
Pothing but the reſtricted ſubject. She 
oolly thanked her Ladyſhip and Sir John, 
yr their obliging offers of eſtabliſhing her 
Hundlings in one of the public receptacles, 
# i Put ſhould decline giving them ſo much 
rouble, hoping, under her own eye, ſhe 
night, by beſtowing on the good children 
2 uſeſul education, make them valuable 
embers of ſociety; condeſcending to draw 
p a ſhort ſketch of her plans in their fa- 


K our, ſuch as we have before repreſented 
y hem, with an addition or two, which muſt 


We explained in her own words. Thus, 
Wny dear, you may perceive, that in pro- 
PNiding for theſe hapleſs orphans, my inten- 
ions are neither romantic nor extravagant. 
? I have lately, indeed, on diſcovering their 
Wuncommon natural endowments, a little 
altered my firſt views for them, without 
lying beyond the regions of common ſenſe, 


You 
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You know there is a ſmall hving in my 4 
gift, it may be in your's, ſhould the preſent 7 
incumbent outlive me, but whether mine 0 
or your's, that I know would be exactly Ml 
the ſame thing. Two hundred pounds. a 
year is not enough to awaken ambition, FI 
yet ſufficient to reward merit, and Lewis I 
will at leaſt have that to recommend him. 
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This living then is all that I wiſh him to 
poſſeſs from my family, but ſhould his fu- 3 
ture deſervings gbtain for him the mitre d 4 
and lawn ſleeves, perhaps I ſhall be ſtill WM 
better pleaſed. But you may object to the 
expence of a learned education; I would 3 : 
by no means give you or Sir John Acres 
juſt cauſe to think me a ſquanderer, for, . 
though by my ſituation, Lam not account- : 
able to any, yet affection will ever make 
me ſo to my children, and to them I ſhall 
explain, that if a pecuniary inconvenience 
occurs, it can fall only on her who even- 

tually will be the moſt benefited. At pre- 
—_ ſent i 
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1 Went my little ones are no incumbrance, 
bey are fed with as much eaſe as my poul- 
bo: try, and taught with as little expence as 


5 9 3 y Canary birds; but when I find their 
Js 2 educations require more than I can ſpare, 
. A 


3 FE. ithout prejudice to my charitable fund, 
ul will part with as many of my coach, ſad- 
ale horſes, and other unuſeful luxuries, as 
1 mall amply ſupply the deficiency. This 
J retrenchment can be felt by none but my- 
elf, and I ſhall only feel it an acquiſition. 
io my happineſs. 5 
5 * 
Thus have I told you my views for the 


he boy; he is by birth a gentleman, it would; 
ld be hard, therefore, to deprive him of a gen- 
res uemanly profeſſion. 

or, 

nt- 


For Loretta they are more humble; I 
W ſhall make her a notable, afterwards a po- 
W iſhed woman, that ſhe may be equally fit- | 
ted to credit the appointments of governeſs 


en- | 
. or houſekeeper, perhaps, my dear, in your 
ö Vol. 11, Ws own 
ent . 
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own family, or in any other to which, for 8 « 


my ſake, you may hereafter have the good- 2 7 
neſs to recommend her. 8 


Pray ſay to my ſweet Harriet, my be- 4 5 
loved grand-daughter, I am fo well per- 


ſuaded of her kind ſympathy towards all 
diſtreſſed objects, particularly the diſtreſſes Y 
of children like herſelf, who can have no 4 
friend but ſuch as God Almighty ſends Wl 
them, that I conſider her little pettiſh re- 
queſt as a jeſt upon herſelf; but tell her 
alſo, that it does not act as a jeſt on the 
feelings of her grandmother, who, even in 
ſport, is hurt at the idea gf ever giving her 
a rival in thoſe affections, in which ſhe is 
as much from her excellent heart, as from 
the claims of nature for ever eſtabliſhed. 
I ſhould not love her half ſo well, were ſhe 


ſeriouſly to conceive any . jealouſy for the 


little folks I have taken under my protec- 


tion, or grudge them that portion of re- 


gard, ever to be diſſeminated from the of- 
. | fices 
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or 23 5 of compaſſion, and without which, 
benefits would appear inſults ; for when 
9 kindneſs aſſumes any form but her own, 
A ſhe brings no healing on her wings, ſhe 
4 may be forced by neceſſity on our accept- . 


— 
r- ance, but we do not give her a welcome. 
17 


This ſenſible appeal to her grand-daugh- 
ter, was by Mrs. Oſmond intended for 
XZ Lady Acres herſelf, whom ſhe well knew 
woas the inditer as well as the writer of that 
narrow caution, ſhe had placed to the ac- 
count of Harriet, a child ſo meek, ſo affec- 
tionate, ſo amiable, ſo like in all reſpects 
to her grandmother, that where any ap- 
pearance militated againſt the goodneſs. of 
ber heart, no ſubterfuge could be cloſe 
enough to cover the deceit. 
Mrs. Oſmond, in the boſom of her fa- 
mily, or diſpenſing favour round her neigh» 
bourhood, ſhould be compared to a beau- 
tiful tree, far excelling in fruit and uſeful- 
| "2 SEN neſs, 
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Its trunk might be called the ſupport of i 4 
the feeble and friendleſs, againſtthe ſtrength 3 gl 
of which, adverſity blows her chilling blaſt 
in vain ; its branches bearing conſolation, 
and every leaf a virtue. ; 


Let us next try to find ſome ſimilitude, 
equally applicable to the Orphans of Snow- 
don. I think we · may liken them to gems 
of high value, which, as long as hid in the 
quarry, attract no attention; but when 
brought to light, and poliſhed by the ſoft 
hand of benevolence, become the ſplendid 
ornaments of a great world. | 


Lewis and Loretta were certainly thoſe 
gems, and perhaps the moſt beautiful of 
the whole ſpecies. Whoever had ſeen 
them whilſt travelling in the train of 
Daddy Brown, would never have known 
them again, after they had been two years 
| under 
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under the protection of Mrs. Oſmond, and 
be tuition of her well-informed ſervants. 


Whether ſtinted in their growth by hard 
Ware, or blighted by the chilling blaſt which 
blew upon them from the bleak mauntains 
1 Noe Snowdon, or to whatever cauſe their di- 
minutive figures may be attributed, there 
remained no traces by which the tardineſs 
or the inflictions of Nature could have 
been diſcovered. The perſon of Lewis 
W was now as remarkable for its ſhoots, as 
before it had been for the backwardneſs of 
its progreſs; and that of Loretta, moulded 
by the hands of the graces, rolled out to 
meet the ſtandard of perfection. 

The growth of their improvements kept 
pace with that of their forms ;. they loſt 
none of their endearing ſimplicity, but they 
acquired a great deal of eaſy politeneſs, to 
the abundant ſtock they before poſſeſſed of 
native civility. - Peace reigned in their bo- 
C3 toms, 
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ſoms, joy ſparkled in their eyes, health 
ſpread her roſes over their cheeks, grati- 
tude animated their features, love, duty, 
and reverence for their protectreſs, di- 
reed their actions and governed their 2 
motions, 7 


Their affection for Daddy Brown, con- 
tinued as lively and as fervent as ever, but 
in the expreſſion of it, Lewis was more '$S 
manly, and Loretta lefs childiſh ; the for- 
mer would give him his hand with a hearty W 
daſh; the latter, preſs his dark hand be- 4 
tween her own white ones, whether in the 
preſence or abſence of Mrs. Oſmond, it 
was all the ſame thing, her innocent fond- 
neſs was unconſtrained, but ſhe no longer 
hung about his neck, or repoſed her beau- 
tiful face on his boſom. She had learnt 
from the moſt perfect of her ſex, leſions of 
delicacy never to be forgotten, 


Pas, BY 


n 


The 
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WM The confiſtency of their conduct in 
e point of view, drew on them the re- 
Pect, as the humility of their deportment, 
4 4 nd the ſwectneſs of their tempers, entitled 
hem to the good will of every ſervant in 
Die family. Thoſe to whom their educa- 
ion was conſigned, performed their ſeveral 
1 Wdutics with as much honeſt pride, as if they 
| YZ ad been their Lady's children, and with 


as much fondneſs, as if-they had been their 
q DWn, 


Jonathan, when examined by his miſ- 
reſs on the improvement of his pupil, by 
the length and warmth of his praiſes, would 
Wicem to forget that he was not entertaining 
F a partial mother, who, as long as he held 
Worth on the ſenſe, the ſpirit, the capacity 
Noe her darling ſon, could think him nei- 
ther impertinent nor tedious, nor was he: 
conſidered as either by Mrs. Oſmond. 


C 4 Loretta 
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Loretta too, was not without her trum- 3 
peters, whatever little work ſhe put out of Y bi 2 
hand, whether plain or fancy, was imme- 1 1 

diately carried to her Lady by Mrs. Warly, 
with more glee, than if ſhe had done it 1 7 
herſelf, Jonathan lite, every exhibition had 
its encomiums of no common length, 4 k 1 
and generally ended by both with theſe 
words—Sure, my Lady, there never was | q \Þ 
ſuch another boy as Lewis ! Or, did you 4 
ever ſee, my Lady, ſuch a prodigy as Lo- 
retta ? 


Theſe general favourites always fitting | 
at table with their Miſtreſs, they would Y 
not have ſpoken of them in her preſence, i 
by the familiar names of Lewis and Lo- 
retta, if it had not been at her own wiſe 
command, that Mafter and Miſs were abo- 
liſhed from their vocabulary. J 


If Mrs. Oſmond ſaid to her Houſekeeper 
at any time, Orchard, ſuch tarts or ſuch 
jellies 
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ellies were remarkably well done, or the 
4 * ſert you gave me to-day, was ſet out 


c- ith great elegance; ſhe would as ſurely 
ly, 4B ey Yes, my Lady, but the praiſe be- 
it ongs to Loretta; ſhe learns every thing 
ad 1 aſter than I can teach God bleſs her de- 
h, b Picate little fingers. I only fear, Madam, 
e 1 that her diligence will leave me nothing to 
as e, or that what I can do, will appear as 


? Nothing in compariſon with her perforin- - 
nnces.” - 


| Such declarations were always well re- 
ceived by Mrs. Oſmond, who never failed - 
to reward her good people with a ſmile of 
approbation, which, though often beſtow+ 
ed, loſt nothing of its value, although rated 
far above the contents of a wardrobe, . or 
even gold itſelf. 


Such are the excluſive riches of virtue, 
which pays in its own coin, and whoſe bank 
is never exhauſted. 
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at no loſs to gueſs what muſt be your im- 


- 
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My dear young readers, judging by the 9 
intereſt I have formerly taken in the dog 


of dogs, the incomparable Lion, I can be 1 + 


patience, to be told the portion of happi- 4 
neſs. which fell to his lot where al were 


happy. 


Could he have ſpoken, no doubt he 
would tell you himſelf, the enviableneſs of 
his ſituation. I can only ſurmiſe what 
muſt be his perfect ſatisfaction, by his faith- 
ful adherence, as well to his new friends, 
as his old companions. He walks into 
Mrs. Oſmond's dreſſing-room or eating- 
parlour, with as much famiharity, as if at 
home; ſleeps with Jonathan, is fed by every 
ſervant in the houſe, and though not ad- 
mitted to the ſociety of his beloved play- 
fellows at leſſon hours, he makes up for the 
ſhort baniſhment, by waiting for them at 
the ſchool-room door, and afterwards join- 


ing 
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AJ ag in their walk, often accompanied by 
Ars. Oſmond. - 


On ſuch occaſions, he beſt exemplifies 
4 is entire content and moſt grateful pro- 
1 ; denſities. He jumps—he dances—runs 
1 backwards and forwards turns quick and 
3 behtly round them fixes his eyes on them 
an of ſondneſs—draws near to their pro- 
ectreſs, licks her hands, and looks his 
thankfulneſs—then diſappearing, returns 
Y bringing a ſtone in his mouth, or dragging 
omething after him; it may be called the 
1 play of joy and of gratitude, the only modes 
4 by which he is able to expreſs his ſenſe of 
Wtheir kindneſſes, and of his own felicity. _ 


= How many examples may we apply to 
WF ourſelves amongſt thoſe animals, created 
by the Almighty Deity for our ſupport, for 
our pleaſure, and perhaps for our inſtrue- 
tion. From the lamb we may learn meek- 
neſs; from the aſs patience ; from the ox 
C0 mild 
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mild ſubmiſſion; from the horſe activity, 
and aptneſs to receive inſtruction ; and 
dogs teach us, that fidelity is the ſoul of. 
friendſhip. | 
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Lady Acres, whatever might have been n 
her real opinion, pretended entire coinci- My 
dence with Mrs. Oſmond's charitable de- 
figns for the eſtabliſhment of her Orphans, 3 
and even condeſcended once or twice a 


y 
8 


year, to name them in her letters. Y 


It was not till three ſummers after the 
children's reſidence at the lodge, that Sir 
John, his wife, and daughter came down to 
viſit their reſpectable parent, as was their 
cuſtom on the return of every third ſpring ; 
the day, almoſt the hour of arrival and de- 
paxture, being . prefixed to the 29th of 
April, and the 29th of October, from which 
Lady Acres would not have deviated, had 
any thing leſs than mortality itſelf, or its 
immediate approach, ſtood in the way of 
her 


OF SNOWDON. 37 


ver punctuality, her Ladyſhip being always 
preciſe to the very extent of preciſion, 


W Theſetriennial viſitations, were to Lewis 
and Loretta a juſt epitome of human life; 
4 now ſtrewed with flowers, now covered 
Vith thorns; now brightened by ſunſhine, 
Wow overclouded with ſtorms. 


WE The affectionate condeſcenſions by which 
WWHarrict courted their friendſhip, warmed 
le unafluming hearts of Montgomery's 
1 children; but the haughty diſtance with 
which they were treated by her mother, 


to 4 chilled in the bud their innocent enjoy- 
ir ments. 
e Sir John, who was a good-natured man, 


Wadmired the Orphans, and loved them the 
better for being the favourites of his daugh- / 
ter; when little, he would join in their 
plays, throw himſelf down on the graſs, 
and 
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/ 


and let them gambol about him, as if the | 


common father of all; and as Lewis and 


Loretta advanced in ſtature, as in elegance 
and beauty, after another three years ſepa- 


ration, he would have taken the whole 


charge of them entirely on himſelf, engaged 
Loretta as the companion of Harriet, and 
fent Lewis to the academy at Woolwich ; 


but both theſe liberal offers were decidedly 
rejected by Mrs. Oſmond,. becauſe ſhe 


plainly ſaw they were not reliſhed by her 


daughter, neither was this her only objec- 
tion ; ſhe did not intend Lewis for a mili- 
tary profeſſion, but for the church; and at 


the age of twelve, ſhe had given him an 


inſtructor in the dead languages, as well as 
the Belles Lettres, in which he made the 
moſt aſtoniſhing progreſs, under the direc- 
tion of the worthy and learned Rector of 
her own pariſh, as ſoon as he came from 
the hands of Jonathan, who declared with 
no little exultation to his fatisfied Lady, 

| that 
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at Lewis wrote well enough for a ſecre- 
9 ry oi ſtate, and was accountant enough 
b the office of firſt clerk to the Bank. 
3 T PR 
| E Loretta, the enchanting, the accom- 
1 4 Wed, the tender Loretta, could ſhe con- 
Wnt to have parted with that amiable child, 
Who lived but to ſtudy ber eaſe, and enli- 
n her folitude—could ſhe, on any terms, 
. ve reſigned her to another? No: had 
ay Acres been as fond of taking her to 
dwn, as ſhe was of leaving her behind, 
rs. Oſmond could not, would not have 
arted with her. She loved her grand- 
aughter as well as ſhe loved the Orphans 
Snowdon, but ſhe loved her no better. 
he would have lived with them all, had 


at been poſſible—to part with all, was 
mpoſſible. 
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Sir John was forced to accept her ex- 
ſes, and Lady Acres was more than de- 
phted with them—obſerving, that al- 


ny 
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though Loretta might be very good, and a 
very pleaſant companion for her dear mo- 
ther, who choſe to bury herſelf in the coun- 
try, yet ſhe muſt ſay, the child was much 
too young and too delicate, to be uſeful in 
her family. 


Mrs. Oſmond ſtopped her further objec- 
tions, by ſaying with a ſmile, compoſed of 
good-humoured reproof—* My dear Lady 
Acres, where did you acquire theſe notable 
notions, that you are never to have any 
thing about you but what you call uſeful ? 
Is not a little mixture of the agreeable to 
be preferred? 


«© Oh no! Companions and ladies maids 
are odious, if they want to be agreeable ! 
I with, Mamma, you would have Loretta 
taught by a faſhionable milliner to make 
caps, trimmings, and fancy dreſſes, it will 
ſave me a conſiderable expence when Har- 
riet goes into the world.” 

| Mrs. 
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Mrs. Oſmond looked grave, and pro- 
poſed a walk in the garden. 


Having called Loretta accompliſhed, I 
{hall be thought ignorant of the difference 
between ancient and modern accompliſh- 
ments, a perfect antedeluvian body, who 
ſuppoſes they conſiſt in all the art of houſe- 
wifery, ſuch as were poſſeſſed in old times 
by old women, notable women, and good 


women of every deſcription, from Queens 


and Princeſſes, who for paſtime made cakes, 
cordials, and confectionary in their private 


cloſets, down to the humble dames of the 


laborious yeomanry, whoſe hands were ne- 
ver better employed than in baking, brew- 
ing, ſewing with their needles, and nurſing 
their children.“ 


**Theſearethe recorded accompliſhments 
of our predeceſſors; and, however oppoſite 
to thoſe of the preſent age, when united 
together, as they were in the innocent Lo- 

retta, 
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retta, form one of the moſt exalted cha- 
racters which any female can aſpire to, that 
of knowing how to govern domeſtic affairs 
m her cloſet, and ornament a drawing-room 


by the brilliancy of her mental endow- 
ments.” 


« But how, you will aſk, was the little 
Loretta to acquire any other improvements, 
except ſuch uſeful ones as Mrs. Warly and 
Mrs. Orchard were equal to inculcate, and, 
of courſe, confined to what may be deno- 
minated the myſteries of ancient educa- 
tion?“ 


* Your queſizon is founded on reaſon, 
and it muſt appear extremely ſtrange, were 
I not abte to account for the ſeeming 1n- 
conſiſtency, that the prot4gte of Mrs. Oſ- 
mond ſhould, notwithſtanding the fond 
partiality of that good Lady, in ſuch a re- 

tired corner of the globe, pick up any 
knowledge in the polite arts, without the 

| poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of which no woman can ſhine 
beyond her own contracted circle, and 
which are only conſidered attainable under 
French governeſſes, and in London ſemi- 
naries; but as Loretta really did poſſeſs 
them many degrees above mediocrity, I 


tural means theſe contradictions are to be 
reconciled.” 


To do this it will be neceſſary that I 
ſhould beſtow a few pages on the ſubject of 
Mrs. Oſmond's ſyſtem, in forming the 
minds as well as the manners of thoſe chil- 
dren Providence had entruſted to her care ; 
and her firſt object was to make them look 
up with awful gratitude to that Omnipre- 
ſence, which, unſeen, bad guided, protect- 


them, but for every part of his beautiful 
** animate or inanimate. 


Not 
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Not to acknowledge the hand of God ibe 
(would ſhe ſay) in afly but extraordinary 
mercies, ſuch as you my children have per- 
ſonally experienced, would not be leſs ar- 
rogant and preſumptuous than ignoraut 
and ſelfiſh. Every moment He permits us 
to live, every object He permits us to be- 
hold, in the ordinary courſe of nature, is 


great a miracle, as that through the media- 
tion of a Saviour we ſhall be raiſed up at 
the laſt day.” 


« By means of a microſcope ſhe would 
make them obſerve, that the ſmalleſt, al- 
moſt imperceptible animalcule, had life, 
motion, a diſtin& form, eyes, mouth, and 
feet; and thus would the reaſon with her 
delighted pupils : © In the leaſt of theſe 
inſects ſee, and adore the infinite power and 
wiſdom of their as well as our. Creator, who 
for the minuteſt of his works provides as 

| liberally 
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werally as for the immenſe whale or ſtately 
lephant !—Let us try to imitate the ex- 
mple of this all-gracious Deity. Let all 
he creatures of God's bounty feel our be- 
evolence. Let us never wantonly deftroy, 
dr rener painful that exiſtence which it 
as pleaſed our common Author to give, 
ind which he vouchſafes to preſerve, by 
providing for their wants.” 


Whether in the garden or the field, her 
ectures were always the ſame, however the 
ubject of praiſe may be varied. © Ob- 
erve,” ſhe would ſay, in paſſing through 
> field of ripe corn, © obſerve the richneſs 


ifo df this ſcene Can you look on it with 
nd nſenſibility, and not think of that God 
ner hoſe merciful hands cover the earth with 


abundance ? But what ſhall be ſaid for ſuch 


ele | 
* eedleſs creatures as, like brutes, maſticate 
he he food ſet before them, without lifting 


p their hearts to him who gives it?“ 
| | In 
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In ſuch ſort of inſtructions one day ſuc. 
ceeded to another, the laſt always the mol 
delightful to the Orphans of Snowdon, whe 
never repincd at retiring early, yet regretted 
the neceſſity of going from the preſence « 
their beloved monitrefs. As they wen 
ſoon to bed, fo they got up ſoon in the 
morning; for when Mrs. Ofmond Kkifled 
and wiſhed them a good night, it was com. 
mon for her to give them a ſhort charge, 
always to the ſame tendency, though not 
in the ſame words.—"< Uſe ſleep, my loves, 
but do not abuſe it; court reft as the 
friend of exereiſe, not as the promoter 0 


On this firſt, beſt foundation was raiſed 
the beautiful ſuperſtruQtures, ſo highly, fo 
ornamentally compleated. 


Mrs. Oſmond cheated herſelf into the 
fallacious- opinion of having varied ver) 
= little 


OF SNOWDON. 47 


tle from her original plan for Loretta's 
ducation, by following the lead to which 
er natural genius pointed ; but that ge- 
jus was ſo rapacious, that it pointed at 
yery thing ; yet the friend of its rapacity, 
hilt indulgently conducting it along, ſaid 
ometimes mentally, ſometimes to Warly, 
"retta's underſtanding ſuch or ſuch an 
ccompliſhment, is nothing more than 
iving her a ſmall addition to the ſteck on 


hich hereafter ſhe muſt depend for ſup- 
ort. - 


Theſe were what ſhe miſtook for her real 
houghts ; but perhaps, nay, it is certain, 
hat a little ſpark of ambition had con- 
oncealed itſelf under ſhelter of a hope, 
bat the exquiſite beauty and amiable qua- 
ties of her favourite might one day or 
ther make her the miſtreſs of, inſtead of 
he dependant on, ſome family of diſtine- 
lon ; ſhe would poſſibly have tried to ex- 
tinguiſh 
= 
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tinguiſh this ſpark, but it warmed her bo. 
ſom ſo gently, that it was almoſt imper. 
ceptible to herſelf. 


Mrs. Ofmond, when tranſplanted from 
the Court to the country, brought with her 
not only her own virtues uncontaminated, 
but even more than her ſhare of court) 
elegancies, only leaving behind her undi. 
vided its vices and its follies. Muſic, paint-W 
ing, and drawing, ſucceeded, in her preſe- ] 
rence, after the domeſtic duties of wife and 
mother, and the very next to the ſtill ſub- 
limer ſtudy of Nature. 


Near neighbours ſhe had none, but at 
the diſtance of a few miles many, whom 
ſhe cultivated, and by whom ſhe was equally 
reſpected and beloved, being at once the 
woman of honour, refinement, brilliancy of 
parts, kind, condeſcending, and affec- 
tionate. | 
Don Without 
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nw 


Without propoſing herſelf as a pattern, 
ſhe would have formed the mind of an only 
daughter after the model of her own ; but 
Nature refuſing to give her the ſame good 
materials, the work miſcarried, inſomuch, 
that when ſhe drove from the Lodge as the 
wiſe of Sir John Acres, ſhe could only weep 
the departure of a beloved daughter, with- 
out feeling any loſs that ſhe had ſuſtained 
in a companion, Not ſo mild was her fate, 
when, at the end of another year, the fond 
partner of her joys, the ever beloved, ever 
elegant hufband of her choice, was ſud- 
denly ſnatched from her embraces !—Tt 
was then, though ſhe patiently ſubmitted to 


- 


om 
her 
ed, 
tly 
Idi. 
im- 
efe- 
and 
ub- 


t a the mandate of Heaven ; it was then that 
hon WE ſhe felt a breach in her domeſtic comforts, 
aal which no other ſociety was able to repair. 
> the 
oy Of Inſtead of indulging her ſorrows, ſhe did 


ffec · I all in her power to ſubdue them, but the 


victory of ſenſe over ſenſibility is not eaſily 


hout WF obtained, and it was many months before 
VOL. 11, D ſhe 
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ſhe was ſufficiently tranquillized to re-af- 


ſume thoſe innocent purſuits which uſed to 
afford her ſo much pleaſure. 


Lady Acres, at the deceaſe of her father, 
had become a mother, and brought down 
her infant to Oſmond Lodge as ſoon as ſhe 
could travel with ſafety. Nature had given 
Her no feelings, except for her own autho- 
rity, her own preciſion, or her own inte- 
reſt ; but when her commands were dif. 
puted, her exactneſs ridiculed, or her pro- 
perty invaded, nobody would deny but 
that ſhe poſſeſſed even more than a com- 
mon proportion of energy. 


Mrs. Oſmond, as with ſtreaming eyes 
ſhe embraced her daughter, ſpeechleſs with 
emotion, ſaw none of her real ſorrow re- 
flected on the ſcrewed-up features of Lady 
Acres, yet her grief was extremely decent, 
and moderately ſeaſoned with tears ; her 
viſit continued many months; her company 
conſoled, 
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al- 


* conſoled, but her converſation did not very 


much amuſe her widowed mother, eonſiſt- 
ing chiefly of her ſervants' faults, her huſ- 
band's frailties, her own diſorders, and her 
own notabilities. | 


Sometimes finding her penſive mind diſ- 
turbed by more than enough of ſuch do- 
meſtic topics, Mrs. Oſmond would ſoftly 
touch the keys of her harpſichord, ſome- 
times take up her pencil, ſketch the out- 
lines of a drawing, or throwing a roſe on 
the table, ſo ſkilfully turn imitator, that 
Nature, jealous of being outdone, called 
all the powers of ſenſibility to her aid, 
which, diſſolving itſelf into a fluid, fell. on 
the half-finiſhed flower, and blotted out 
its pre eminence. 


Frequent returns to theſe mental amuſe- 
ments, however, forced on her choice by 
neceſſity, were ſalutary in their effects; 
every new effort brought with it new 
D 2 ſtrength 
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ſtrength of execution, The concord of 
ſweet ſounds, touching to every ear, in a 
ſhort tume became perceptible to her own, 
from whence the violence of ſorrow had 
excluded them; the landſcape, ſketched 
without reflection, was filled up with cor- 
rectne ſs; and the delicate flower of ber 
execution was now unſullied by the tear of 


This re-attachment to her former ſtu- 
dies, which ever after increaſed rather than 
diminiſhed, was extremely advantageous to 
the education of our Snowdon Orphans, 
for in theſe branches ſhe began from the 
very firſt rudiments, till ſhe had conducted 
them to that eminence of execution by 
which her own talents were diſtinguiſhed 
in the ſchools of painting and muſic ; ſhe 
gave them a maſter for dancing—the 
graces were all her own, and ſhe frech 
conveyed them to the children of her 
bounty. 


« I hurt 
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„ hart not my heirs,” would ſhe ſay, 


of 

\ . bdecauſe the few talents I do poſſeſs they 
= cannot inherit; the uſe I make of them 
a pleaſes myſelf, and may be hereafter of 


ſome utility to the dear imfants on whom I 
beftow them.“ In this manner too did ſhe 


* often ſpeak to her little pupils, whoſe chear- 
0 fa} ſuhmiſſion and endearing humility grew 


with the growth of their knowledge, and 
expanded with the expanſion of their ge- 
nius. She made them perfectly under- 
ſtand, that on her deceaſe they muſt de- 


on thoſe the whole of their future fortune 


muſt depend. 

They would reſpectfully liſten to the af- 
8 ſectonate admonitions of their beloved be- 
To nefactreſs; and if they wept and fobbed, 
RY which was often the cafe, it was becauſe 
a ker tender lectures reminded them of her 
= mortality, nor had this language of forrow 


* ſebſiſſ m its compoſition. 
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Mrs Oſmond always aſſured them they 
would, after ſhe was gone, ſtill enjoy the 


fin 


cu 
Protection of her daughter, who had pro- 
miſed to uſe her intereſt in finding them | 
out ſuitable eſtabliſhments, where their ac- g 
compliſhments would be profitable; nor h 
did ſhe even tell Lewis the preferment ſhe 0 
intended for him, before it was neceſſary a 
that he ſhould be ſent to the Univerſity to c 


finiſh his ſtudies in divinity, and for this 
profuſion ſhe excuſed herſelf to herſelf by 
ſaying, if it be proper to form the miniſters 
of Kings to the knowledge of politics, how 
much more to educate candidates for the 
ſervice of the King of Kings in eyery branch 
of their important duties ? 


When Lewis was called into her cloſet, 
and informed that ſhe intended him to paſs 
ſome terms at Oxford, to fit him for a liv- 
ing of two hundred pounds a year, in the 
gift of her family, the grateful youth fell at 
ber feet, and beſought that ſhe would con- 
| ſine 
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fine her goodneſs to a leſs boundleſs cir- 
cumference. 


“What, then, do you adviſe me to do?“ 
faid ſhe, riſing, and making him fit beſide 
her. © I am willing to hear what are your 
objections, and, if poſſible, to aſſiſt you in 
any other purſuit,” — It was a queſtion of 
curioſity, not of doubt. 


« T adviſe ! I object Oh, deareſt Ma- 
dam, can you—can you think fo hardly of 
the thankful boy, whoſe ſiſter, as well as 
himſelf, you have ſaved from deſtruction, 
fed, cloathed, taught, and comforted !— 
Shall the ſon of Poverty adviſe ?—Shall I 
preſume to object?“ 


— 


* Yet you have objections.” 
Lewis was ſilent, 


Du - Perhaps, 
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. Perhaps you have no predeliction for 


the clerical function?“ 


« I dare not, Madam look up to ſo ex. 
alted a flation.” 


« And why ſhould you not?“ 


“ Becauſe—becauſe,” ſobbed Lewis 
“ You, Madam, are too generous; Loretta 


and I have been already too * 
could but I fear 


* Pony nothing—I want to hear if you 
can propoſe any other ſituation more to 
your ſatisſaction than the Church?“ 


„ And may I, indeed, without fear of 
offending, ſpeak. all that I thiak ?” 


«© Indeed you may, my good boy, and 
let it be with as little reſerve as you would 
ſpeak to your ſiſter.” 


« Well 


-X» 


1d 


ell 
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« Well then, Madam, this is what I 
would ſay to her, becauſe they are my very 
thoughts Loretta, neither you nor I can 
ever repay our bountiful Lady, but we may 
ſhew our gratitude, our love, and our re- 
verence, by dedicating our ſervices to her 
uſe; when Mrs. Warly marries Daddy 
Brown, perhaps our Lady will employ you 
about her own perſon, and 1 will try to 
make myſelf worthy to affiſt Mr. J . 
that when he grows old — 


« Huſh, dear Lewis, cried Mrs. Of- 
mond, “ the excellence of your heart needs 
no further explanation, as you are a gentle- 
man by birth, you ſhall be a gentleman by 
profeſſion ; nor is the ſtation for which I 
ſhall accompliſh Loretta below the leyel of 
many young women of family, to whom 
fortune has been as unkind as to herſelf — 
I do not know a more reſpectable charac- 
ter than that of a virtuous and well-in- 
formed governeſs.” | 


D 5 Lewis 
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Lewis was in the ſixteenth year of his 
age, and two years before he was ſent to 
college that this and ſeveral fimilar con- 
verſations took place in the cabinet of Mrs. 
Oſmond, who ſoon after his departure, in 
conformity to her firſt plan, drove but a 
pair of horſes, making, from the ſale of al 
that were uſeleſs, a fiock purſe to anſwer 
the extra expences incurred on account of 
Lewis. At eighteen he was entered com- 
moner at St. John's College, Oxford, with 
fifty guineas in his pocket, and an appoint- 
ment between the two extremes of parſi- 
mony and profuſion, the former of which he 
never practiſed or ever verged towards the 
latter. 


Daddy- Brown became a favourite ap- 
pellation among the. ſervants from Mrs, 
Oſmond having adopted it, and encourag- 
ing the little ones never to drop it. Mrs. 
Warly alone called him Mr. Brown; hav- 
ing, with the conſent of her Lady, liſtened 

33 | . to 
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to his tender tale of love, ſhe thought 
Daddy either too familiar or too degrading 
to the dignity of her future huſband ever 
to uſe it; but her example did not ſpread 
itſelf through the family, who might have 
loved him leſs had they honoured him 
more. 


Theſe good people were ſatisfied with 


fecuring Mrs. Oſmond's approbation to 
their intended joining of hands ; but their 
affections for Lewis and Loretta being as 
great as what they felt for each other, not 
to be cut off, the one from his frequent vi- 
ſits, the other from living under the ſame 
roof with them, they made up their minds 


to wait a few years longer for the conjugal 


bleſſing. Mrs. Oſmond very much ap- 
proved of their moderation ; Daddy Brown's 
appearance at the Lodge was now a mat- 
ter of courſe, and every thing went on as 


it ſhould do. HP 
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been of the party, but forgeaſons, extract- 
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I have looked forward to the time when 
Lewis was ſent to College, paſſing over 


many entertaining infantine ſcenes to arrive 


at that point, rather in conformity to my 
own impatience. than from any apprehen- 
fion of being thought tedious, at leaſt if 
my young readers are half ſo partial to the 
Orphans of Snowdon as I am. How- 
ever, to ſatisfy them as well as myſelf, I 
ſhall turn back, to take up an adventure of 
no common intereſt, and which, I truſt, 


will compenſate for the omiſſion of others 
leſs intereſting. 255 


During Lady Acres firſt viſit at the 
Lodge, after having received under its 
ſheltering roof the ftorm-bemten children 


of Montgomery, many of her late neigh- 


bours, in compliment to Harriet, now 
twelve years old, gave little balls at their 


tremely charming, had Lewis and Loretta 


ed 
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ed from the contemptuous airs of Lady 
Acres to her mother's pretty dependants, 
the inviters never mentioned them in the 
cards of invitation, therefore Harriet con- 
ſidered them as parties of penance more 
than of pleaſure, went to them with regret, 
and returned from them with joy, to take 
off from Loretta's lips the parting by a kifs 
of meeting, ſo ſincerely defired by both, 
that Loretta would never clofe her eyes till 
Harriet came home, or Harriet go to reſt, 
however tired with dancing, till ſhe had 
found a moment, unobferved by her mo- 
ther, to ſhew herſelf at the bed-fide of Lo- 
retta. 


Mrs. Oſmond, whoſe affections were di- 
vided between thefe three lovely children, 
ſaw with plesfure the growing and tender 
fnendſhip of the little girls for each other; 
yet, being herfelf all candour, faw not the 
envy which cankered in the boſom of Lady 
Acres, 
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Acres, but attributed the ſmall portion of 
favourable notice ſhe beſtowed on the meck 
penſioners of Providence to apathy, arifing 
from conſtitutional cold-heartedneſs ; ſhe 
even gave her ſome credit on the ſcore of 
prudence, when, treating them with inſo— 
lent neglect, ſhe would cunningly obſerve 
how difficult it was to reftrain one's ſelf 
from encouraging theſe poor little people, 
who, by the wiſdom of her mother, were 
deſtined to work out their own ſubſiſtence 
—* For you know, mamma,” fhe would 
add, if I were to carry them about with 
Harriet, or make a fuſs with them at home, 
it could anſwer no end in the world, but 
to ſet them above their condition. They 
are now humble and good-tempered, it 
would be a thouſand pities, by undue in- 
dulgences, to ſtuff them with pride, or fil 
them with diſcontented humours, becauſe 
they cannot always be a fine lady and a fine 


gentleman,” 
To 
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To the matter of ſuch arguments Mrs. 
Oſmond did not object, diſcretion might 
have adopted them, but the ungracious 
manner in which they were advanced and 
ſupported by the peeviſh mother of Har- 
riet, particularly after drawing compariſons 
between her own child and Loretta, often 
diſpleaſed, and were ſometimes rebuked by 
the moſt gentle of all gentle monitreſſes, 
who would ſay, in the mildeſt accents, 
Think of theſe matters, Lady Acres, as 
I do; they occupy my thoughts, but they 
do not diſturb them.—Or, indeed, my dear, 
I am ſorry to ſec that your nerves are ſo 
poorly; and I fear ſuch frequent irritation 
will not be the means of making them 
ſtronger. Undoubtedly, you are the friend 
of my. unoffending Orphans, but let me re- 
queſt that you be not ſo much your own 
enemy, as to let their affairs agitate or diſ- 
quiet you; I aſk only your kindneſs for 


them, undue indulgences are quite out of 
my plan,” 


Lewis 
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Lewis and Loretta, far from feeling they 
were 00 little indulged by their beloved 
benefactreſs, in the abſence of Harriet when 
feaſting and dancing at the houſes of the 
great, accompanied by her mother and 
grandmother, would frequently ſteal into 


the garden, or wander to the extent of their 


bounden limits in the park to ſeek out ſome 
private nook, where, removed from obſer- 
vation, they could revert to the paft, com- 
pare it with the preſent, and mingle the 
fweet tears of gratitude with thoſe of filial 
lamentation. 


One of thefe artleſs dialogues having 
given birth to the promiſed adventure, we 
muſt not omit to record it. 


We find them fitting on the graſs under 
a majeſtic lime tree, in full bloom, with no 
found to interrupt their innocent conyerſe 
but the humming of bees over their heads, 
innumerable colonies having aflembled 

thither 
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thither from all quarters, atiraRted by the 
mildneſs of the air, and the rich perfumes 


with which it was impregnated. Their 


faces were turned to the Lodge, clofe be- 


hind them ſtood a thicket of wild roſes and 
raſberries; of ſuch there were many in the 
park, judiciouſly placed at certain diftances, 
as if nature had deſigned them nurſeries of 
repoſe, or fortifications of defence for the 
now fallen fawns when fatigued with their 
gambols, or purſued by their enemies. 


“Do you know how long we have lived 
in this beautiful place, Loretta?” 


« Yes, Lewis; Mrs. Warly and Mrs. 
Orchard ſays we have been here three 
years; yet how can it be ſo very long when 
the time ſeems ſo ſhort? and why thould 
it appear fo ſhort if it is really ſo long?” 


Tn tell you, fiſter; it is becauſe we 
have - 


4 
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have been taught ſo many things, and uſed 
fo kindly.” | 


| ire 
« Yet I ſhall never forget poor old 
Snowdon; ſhall you, Lewis?” 


„ Oh never, never! nor our dear, deu 
father! When I am a man, and you a wo. 

man, Loretta, we will go back to the little 

 church-yard and weep over his grave,” 


e But Lewis, will our dear Lady let uf 
go, do you think * 


« She is ſo good that I do ſuppoſe ſhe 
would let us do any thing that is not 
wicked or improper. Beſides, ſhe knows 
. when we are old enough we muſt ſeek our 
mother, and by that time our mother may 
be come back to Snowdon. Oh, how will 
ſhe reproach. herſelf when ſhe hears that 


poor father is dead.” 
« She 
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« She will never reproach herſelf,” ſaid 
voice from the thicket. © Angel chil- 
lren, your mother is the beſt, the moſt 
irtuous of women.“ 


calf 


Loretta ſcreamed ſo violently, that whilſt 
WLowis endeavoured to pacify her horrors, 
Whe ſpeaker had eſcaped, and having long 
ought for him in vain, they ran back to 
he houſe overwhelmed with confuſion, 
old their little tale of wonder to Warly 
| orchard and Jonathan, repeating it the 

ert morning, with the greateſt exactneſs, 
o Mrs. Oſmond herſelf, 


ſhe | 
not © My beſt children,” cried ſhe, ventur- 
os 


our 
ren, your love of truth, ſtrange as is the 


may i | 
will W'2ry you tell me, intitles you to my belief. 
that cannot account for the words you have 


eard, or the myſterious manner in which 
hey were deliyercd, but I can direct where 
you 


She 


ng to preſs them in her affectionate arms, 
ady Acres being abſent, © my good chil- 
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you muſt offer up your thanks for th 
great bleſſing of being allowed to hof 
that your mother, though unfortunate, maj 
not be criminal. f 


* That is to God,” cried Loretta, * is if 
not, madam ?” 


< Certainly,” interrupted Lewis, til 
very ſame God who gave us Daddy Brown iff 
place of our father, and afterwards inſpired 
the heart of our Lady to pity, to ſave, ani 
to love us, it is be that permits us to hope 
our mother is innocent.“ Ah,” adde 
he, his eyes ſparkling with emotion,“ 
had rather my mother and my fiſter wen 
virtuous and poor, than I would be the for 
of that great Julius Cæſar of whom I rea 
with delight and wonder.” 


Not being able to find a better conch 
fion to our little vocal epiſode, we ſhall end 
it by obſerving, that if all men would adop 

| 2 
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Je ſentiment of honour expreſſed by Lewis 
Ia the reputation of their females, they 
ould poſſeſs the very beſt ſecurity for 
their own. 

s 1 Lorctta's education completed, and Lewis 

removed to college, the diſpaſſionate, but 
Withful lovers, Daddy Brown and Mrs. 
Warly, became one fleſh by divine permiſ- 
bon, and under the authority of the village 


Fol Wcurate. 
and | 
8 Mrs. Oſmond loaded the happy pair 


with uſeful preſents, and Loretta, whoſe 
beautiful perſon had fo long been the ten- 
der care of the bride, now officiouſly aſſiſt- 
ed at the hymeneal. toilet, pinned the ſnow 
white ribbon round her nicely pleated coif, 
ſpread the decent handkerchief over her 
neat muſlin gown, and faſtened to her 


. boſom the nuptial noſegay of ſweet ſmel- 
ws lng jeſtamine, plucked by her own more 


tar and gant fingers, then fondly em- 
bracing 
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bracing her, © May your proſpects, dear 
Mrs. Warly,” ſaid ſhe, © be gay like these 
flowers, but may they alſo be as durable a 

my gratitude.” 


She acted too as bride's-maid at the altar, 
where, joining the hands of her two friend 
together, ſhe wiſpered to Daddy Brown, 
* By giving you the beſt wife in the world, 
I begin to acquit myſelf of many, many 
filial obligations.” I ſhall ſay no more off 
this ruſtic wedding, only that when the 
new married pair ſet out for Daddy Brown's 
farm, Mrs. Oſmond, to ſend them away 
with dry cheeks, and to comfort her prote- 
gees, not only invited them to the Lodge as 
often as they pleaſed, but promiſed them a 
viſit, accompanied by Loretta, at their own 
habitation before the ſummer was over. 


Lewis had now been ſeveral months at 
the univerſity, from whence ſuch accounts 
were tranſmitted of the young ſtudent, as, 
together 
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ogether with his moderate impoſitions on 
xer generoſity, fully anſwered the ſanguine 
xpectations of his gracious patroneſs, and 
livened the ſpirits of his affectionate ſiſter. 


About this time Lady Acres, whoſe ap- 
Wcarance was not expected that year at the 
; Lodge, communicated to her mother, by 
Petter, a piece of intelligence calculated to 
; ngroſs her attention, if not to engage her 

Approbation. It was that ſhe had ſecured 

Wor her daughter a moſt deſirable match 

with the ſon of a widow lady, who, though 
W without a title of her own, was neverthe- 
leſs nearly allied to many families of thi 
very firſt diſtinction. Her Ladyſhip made 
it appear, by the unuſual warmth of her 
ſtyle, that ſhe was quite enraptured both 
with the mother and fon; Mrs. Melbourn 
was all to be conceived of dignity, fine ta- 
lents, and fine. breeding; Algernon Mel- 
bourn immenſely rich, immenſely hand- 
ſome, the paſſion of all faſhionable women 


before 
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before he went to the continent, from 
whence he was ſoon expected to return if 
more highly poliſhed than ever; ſo thatff 
there could be no poſſible doubt but Mit iſ 
Acres would join with all the reſt of her 
ſex in approving him for a huſband. 


Lewis, when the ſummer vacation com- 
menced, arrived at the Lodge; his perſon 
fo charming, his improvements 1o viſible, 
that as he ſaluted his gracious patroneſs, 
ſhe firſt examined him with filent pleaſure, 
and then exclaimed, © My dear Lewis, you 
2:2 wonderfully grown; if your progreſs in 
aterature has been equally rapicl, you are 
by this time a complete ſcholar.” 


Whatever I am, Madam,” replied the 
youth, as with reſpectful tenderneſs he 
preſſed her hand to a heart overflowing 
with gratitude, © I owe it all to your good- 
neſs. The condition in which you found, 
and from which you reſcued us, was never 
ſo 


* 


3 
9329 O 7, 


ſo ſirongly contraſted as at this moment! 
—Peſerted by one parent—lamenting an- 
other—loſt to our only friend—famiſhing 
with hunger—covered with rags—1gno- 
rant as ſavages, and like them wandering 
from mountain to mountain ! In you we 
have recovered father, mother, friend !— 
Famine fled at your preſence ; you ex- 
changed our rags for apparel that would 
not have diſgraced your own children ; 
you have redeemed us from ignorance; 


we were ſavages, and you have Rc 
us! 3 RP 


The firſt time our Orphans of Snowdon 
were 7ete-a-tete, Loretta told Lewis the 
news of their friend Harriet's projected 
marriage with a young gentleman ſoon ex- 
pected from his travels; to which he only 
replied, that next to her -own happineſs, 


the felicity of Mifg Acres was the neareſt 
to his wiſhes. 
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He ſuppreſſed a ſigh, but could not 
command his countcnance, the ſudden 
change of which, from red to pale, alarm. 
ed the innocent Loretta ; and ſhe aſked 
eagerly if he foreſaw any thing in the al- 
liance threatening to the peace of their 
amiable Harriet. 


Why ſhould you think it ?” (ſaid he 
his colour again ſhifting. 


«© Becauſe, Lewis, I did not know but 


ford acquaintance, ſomething or other in 
the character or diſpoſition of this Mr. 
Melbourn, which had made you think 
him unworthy of the dear and amiable 
Miſs Acres.” 


Dear and amiable indeed!“ retorted 
the ſon of Montgomery. 


Ah 
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* Ah! then you fear ſhe is too good 
for Mr. Melbourn !” 


« I know nothing of Mr. Melbourn; I 
never heard him named but by yourſelf.” 


* 
—— . : 9 +. . = 5 _ _ — — 42 
— — 99 ef” « *. 4 y— — ad 
oo 


If ſo, why are you thus diſturbed ?” 


* I diſturbed! 
me, Loretta?“ 

* Dear brother, you are certainly vex- 
ed, though you will not own it.“ 


What ſhould diſturtb 


Well, then, I will own that, I under- 
ſtanding as I do the delicacy of our revered 
Mrs. Oſmond's grand-daughter, I cannot 
but feel it muſt be offended at a propoſal,” 
in which inclination can have no part 
All angel as ſhe is, by over perſuaſion, ſhe® 
might be prevailed on to beſtow her hand 
on a man who knows not it's value; a fool, 
who will not diſcern it; or a mercenary 

Sx” TY villain, 
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villoin, who may receive it only as a s pledge 
of her fortune.” 


« God forbid, Lewis, any huſband of 
this odious deſcription ſhould fall to the 
lot of Harriet. Much leſs will ſhe, who 
is the darling of her family, have ſuch an 
one forced on her acceptance. You 

| know, Lewis, it is one thing to * and 

another to en 


« Perhaps, Loretta, you are in the right; 
ſo let us talk no more about it ; but, come 
(drawing her.arm through his), you ſhall 
go with me into the park, where I have 
promiſed to meet our dear friend and go- 
Perner, Jonathan, at a conſultation to be 
Held on the beſt fituation for the magnolia 

&rees, which our benefactreſs received laſt 
night from a friend ſhe has at Carolina.“ 


1 ” Yes, a friend ;” obſerved Loretta, as 
the tripped lightly and cheerly by the ſide 
| D of 
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of her brother, © I dare ſay this friend has, 
like ourſelves, moved within the ſphere of 
our Lady's benevolence. Oh, how ſweet 
to ſhew the gratitude one cannot expreſs ! 
If I had worlds in my gift, I would lay 
them all at the feet of Mrs. Oſmond.” 


& And I,” ſaid Lewis, © would forſeit 
the deareſt of my wiſhes, even if life itſelf 
ſuſpended on its ſucceſs, rather than abuſe 
her generoſity, or know that I deſerved to 
loſe her confidence.” * | 


The firſt days of Lewis's return to the 
Lodge were dedicated to duty, affection, 
and acknowledgments. Mrs. Oſmond and! 
his ſiſter engroſſed the two former; the 
latter were diſpenſed around on thoſe who ® - 
had taken care of their perſons, aſſiſted in 
their education, or adminiſtered to their 
| harmleſs infant paſtimes, of which he ac- 
quitted himſelf with ſuch humility, digni- 
fied by manly grace, as, had he ons 
3 enemy 
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enemy in the family, muſt have converted 
him into a friend. * 


There was ſtill a duty left unperform- | 
ed, but not unremembered. He aſked, 
and obtained, permiſhon to viſit Daddy 
Brown and his good dame, who fared well, 
and did a world of good within the bounds 
of their little farm, and proſpered in all 
their undertakings. | 

vid 1 | 
How natural to with that all ſuch excel- 
lent beings as themſelves were equally for- 
tunate; yet how often do our wiſhes miſ- 
carry. How often do we fee the virtuous 
philanthropiſt ſinking under oppreſſion, 
and the vicious, the malicious, the ſelfiſh, 
®gimming ſmoothly down the ſtream of 
life ; proſperity at their helm, and fortunc 

fluttering in their ſails. 


Mrs. Oſmond thought ſhe read in the 
beautiful eyes of Loretta, that ſhe would 
8 ' { 


"SS & have 
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have no objection to accompany Lewis on 
his tour to the farm; and, finding ſhe had 
gueſſed truly, ſent them thither in her own 
poſt-chaiſe, permitting them to ſtay one 
night with their early protector ; partly to 
indulge her prozeg#es, and partly to favour 
her horſes, of which ſhe had now but a 
pair, except for the ſaddle : why the other 
four were diſpoſed of, ſurely my reader 
cannot ſo ſoon have forgotten. 

Having loſt ſight of her endearing, as 
well as enlivening companions, Mrs. Of- 
mond fauntered into the garden; from 
thence ſtrolled to that part of the park 
where her people were buſy in planting the 
magnolia trees, of which we have before 


ſpoken. | - 2 | 


%. 


She looked at every obje& by which ſhe 
patſed, yet obſerved none; her thoughts 
were full of the travellers ; but their ab- 
ſence made a vacuity in her enjoyments, 
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cart; the poor and miſerable being quite 


9 


fat down on à ruſh ſcat fronting the mag. 
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which nothing but their preſence could fill 
up. Her meditations on theſe children of 
Providence were ſo entirely to the con. 
tentment of her noble heart, that, to in- 
dulge them with the greater freedom, he 


nificent iron gates, that opened to the 
touch of any road paſſenger, whether on 
foot or on horſe-back, in a coach, or in a 


as readily admitted to her preſence as the 8 
rich and happy. 8 
Delightſul was the reverie which brought Ml t 
before her the Orphans of Snowdon in all 
their charms, all their perfections! It was i 
a reverie of rapture, which had taken poſ- Wl * 


its own divine will had inveſted her. 


ſeſſion of her ſenſes, whilſt her ſoul direct- 
ed its energy to heaven, beſeeching for 
them the guardianſhip of Providence, when 
talled upon to reſign the poſt with which 
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So deeply was ſhe occupied between 
pleaſure and piety, that ſhe did not per- 
ceive her ſolitude to be invaded, till a long 
heavy ſigh, which almoſt ſeemed to breathe 
upon her cheek, and the nearneſs of the ob- 
je, made her ſtart. She looked up, and ſaw 
ſtanding before her, ſeemingly in contem- 
plation ſerious as her own, a man of a no- 
ble figure, habited in deep mourning, his 
arms folded, and his looks caſt on the 


ground, 


An air of ſadneſs always recommended 
the wearer to Mrs. Oſinond's particular 
notice. She ſaw in the dejection of this 
ſtranger the livery of misfortune, at leaſt 
the thought ſo; and, impreſſed by the 
idea, haſtily roſe; ſaying, in a voice the 
moſt invitingly ſweet— 


Whether I am indebted, Sir, to ch 
or curioſity, for the honour of ſeeing you 
in my pleaſure grounds, you muſt give me 
E&. leave 
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leave to requeſt that you will be ſeated.— 
It is caſy for me to gueſs, from never hay- 
ing ſeen you before in the neighbourhood, 
that your walk this morning has not been 
a ſhort one.” | 


" » 


% Oh, God! then,” cried the intruder, 
ſtarting. as from a dream, © yon, madam, 
muſt be Mrs. Ofmond herſelf. The queſ- 
tion J durſt not preſume to aſk, your be- 
nignity has reſolved : there cannot be two 

C ſuch women !—that 1s impoſſible 2 


N. Oſmond, at all times more read) 
to hear any other body's panegyric than 
her own; and, perhaps, far from being 
pleaſed with a familiar compliment from 

the did not know who, abated a little of 

that benevolent warmth with which ſhe 
had firſt accoſted him. Something like 
fear at what might be his real deſigns, 
whether on her underſtanding, her purſe, 
or on both, made her meaſure with her 
eye 
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eye the diſtance between her and the la- 
bourers at work on the plantation, whilſt, 
without renewing her requeſt that he would 
be ſeated, the only aſked, with as much 
ſhyneſs as ſhe could aſſume, if, now that 
he knew her name, he had any commands 
particular to communicate. 


{ have, Madam, very particular com- 
munications to make, if allowed to repoſe 
them in the privacy of your keeping.“ 

* Since War buſineſs 1s of ſo private a 
nature,” ſaid ſhe, fixing her penetrating 
eyes full upon his face, ſpeaking too with 
more meaning than met the ear, © I would 
adviſe you, Sir, to leavemt until you find a. 
more favourable opportunity; tor you mult 
have obſerved my people are ſo near, that 
you may be diſagreeably interrupted.” “ 


The fluſh of ſhame which paſſed over 
the ſtranger's countenance, not only made 
E 6. ik . 
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it intelligible that he underſtood the full 
>» ſenſe of her meaning, but increaſed her 
oy ſuſpicion as to the nature of his intentions; 
nor were her thoughts in a leſs ſtate of 
alarm, when, putting his hand into his 
pocket, from whence ſhe expected to ſee 
him draw out a piſtol, he ſaid, in a voice 
extremely heſitating—* I am no aſſaſſin, 
madam ! But I am—no matter what! It 
is my fault that you, Madam, have miſun- 
derſtood my character ſhould ſooner 
have announced to you, that I am at leaſt 
a gentleman;“ and, inſtead of a piſtol, 
preſented a name- card, on which was in- 
ſcribed— /r William Jones, Bart. Ferryford 
„Caſſle. 


| 


. o 

It would be difficult to ſay which was 

no the moſt confuſed of the two; but 
Mrs. Oſmond firſt rallied—begged his par- 

don —confeſſed her ſpirits were a little 
agitated; having that morning parted from 
two. young friends, theJoſs of whoſe ſociety 

1 3 had 
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had left a void in her mind, which made · it 
ready to receive the moſt ridiculous or ro- 
mantic impreſſions. 
The ice being broken, ſhe ſo graciouſly 
performed all the duties of hoſpitality, that 
if any thing could have baniſhed melan- 
choly from the features of Sir William, it 
would have flown before her caſe and po- 
liteneſs ; but the very beſt of her endea- 
yours were too weak to contend with 
gloom deep rooted, if not habitual, | 


Never was there a more beautiful morn- 
ing, which Sir William ſeized on as an ex- 
cuſe for chuſing to converfe al freſco, in® 
preference to the Lodge, whither Mrs. 
Oſmond had invited him: he added, with 
2 ſigh, that was an honour, of which he 
dared not avail himſelf until he had un- 
maſked the whole of his doubtful preten- 
ſions to the clemency of its amiable ou 
ſeſſor. | 
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* 


Mrs. Oſmond, ſmiling an aſſent, reoc- 
cupied her ſeat under the ſpreading walnut 
tree: he followed her example, placed him. 
ſelf by her fide, his looks rather averted 
from than ſeeking her's, whilſt, in a low 
tremulous voice, he aſked, how long it 
might be before ſhe expected the children 
of poor Montgomery would return to her 
protection ? 


« Good God?!” cried. Mrs, Oſmond, 
with aſtoniſhment, © are you nat a ſtran- 
* ger, Sir, in this country! Have you ever 
ſeen my precious Orphans of Snowdon ! 
Do you know any thing of their father?“ 
" Y , 

« 1 ſaw them in their cradle; I have 
ſeen them in this park! and, with a groan 
which pierced to the very foul of his audi- 
treſs—* It was I, Madam, who, by fepa- 
rating them from the arms of a tender 
mother, forced them upon your protection. 
It was I, who, by tearing a virtuous 


7 * + | wife 


o 


£ " N * 
- * 
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wife from the embraces of an honeſt had. 
band !—have been is murderer, their ene- 
my, and my own deſtruction !” 


—— Ly 


| Mrs. Oſmond, petrified with horror, did 
not, becauſe ſhe could not, make any re- 
ply.—“ You are filent, Madam,” he con- 


tinued—* your ſoul recoils at the preſence 
of a monſter !”. | 


5 


* 


Ah! Sir, how much are you miſtaken. 
II am not the Almighty, who alone can 
examine into the ſincerity of your profeſ- 
ſions; but as far as one erring mortal may 
preſume to judge of another, I ſhould pro- 
nounce, that he who can ſpeak ſo feelingly 
of his own crimes, leaves no juſt grounds 
for the condemnation of others.” . 


N 


« Preſerve—Oh, preſerve this heavenly 


d- 
er lenity, Madain !—cheriſh this godlike ſpark 
n. of mercy! Hear what are my offences; 


and, if it be poffible, then tell me they 
| may 


N 
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may be in part extenuated by the retribu- 
tion J have long, long meditated, but which 
the death of my father could alone enable 
me finally to execute.” N 


« Pray, Sir William, proceed, if you 
think me worthy of your confidence; J 
wiͤll never abuſe it, or refuſe to your con- 

trition any conſolation that can belong to 
honourable ſympathy.” 


«* Whatever appearance of chance there 
may be in my intruſion, it is altogether the 
effect of deſign. I have ſeveral days been 
concealed in this neighbourhood, to watch 

a favourable opportunity of claiming from 
your humanity an interview, which I dared 
not to demand of your juſtice. - I defired 

: that it ſhould alſo be private, for reaſons 
Which you ſhall know, Madam, bye and 
bye. I heard of the little excurſion you 
had permitted your intereſting protegees. 

I watched them out pf the gates; I entered 

* | the 
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the park, walked towards the Lodge, to 
throw myſelf at your feet, to make my 
confeſſion, and intreat your compaſſion. 
My heart, trembling under the terrors of 
retroſpection, beat with ſuch increafing 


guilty criminal nearer to the pure reſidence 
of yirtue, that, unable to conquer ſhame, 
| indulged its propenſities, retracted from 
the meeting ſo anxiouſly ſought, ſo fer- 
rently deſired ; and again paſſing the gates, 
I walked backwards and forwards before 
them, in ſuch a ſtate of indecifion, as 
amounted to torments only inferior towhat 
are ſuffered by the damned in a world of 
recompente ! 


* Pardon the diſtraction of my lan- 
guage; any other would give you but a 


| hoped, yet I feared, it was yourſelf: had 
| been certain, I ſhould never—no, never 
—have 


* 


2 


* * 


violence at every ſtep which brought the 


feeble idea of my ſituation, when unobſerv- 
ed I ſaw you take poſſeſſion of this ſeat.— 
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have fummened courage to approach 
you; but incertitude was my ſupport, and 
you know, Madam, what has followed.“ 


Pardon my interrupting you, Sir. Heir 
I miſtake not, you ſaid, that once befor Foul 
you had been on the ſpot where I having 
now the honour of ſpeaking to you, and ort 
that you then ſaw Lewis and Loretta 
Montgomery? Fe xtra 

* Oh, Madam Oh, Mrs. Oſmond" y 
——what an inſtant was that, in which | 
contemplated the lovely orphans ! When 
I ſaw the tears flow down their infant hon: 
cheeks to the memory of their father, and Henti 
told myſelf that it was J who extracted: 
them !—when I heard them lament theWony: 


fall of their mother, and upbraided myſel c 

for the diſgrace I had brought on her ſpot-{Wines 
| leſs virtues !—then my heart ſmote me rem. 
_ double with the iron hand of compunction Mic a1 
«then the filence impoſed by ſhame, |» 


fear, 


* 
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ar, on my unreſtrainable curioſity to be- 
old thoſe dear, thoſe injured little ones, 
aye way to the agony of the moment! 
ſpoke from my ambuſcade -i told them 
cir mother was virtuous! Empires 
ould not have purchaſed from my trem- 


om in my conſcience, which nothing 
ut lenity like your's will ever be able to 
xtract ; yet, ever boundleſs as is the mer- 
y of your diſpoſition, I almoſt deſpair of 
cure, when my wounds are expoſed.” | 


„ wait impatiently,” ſaid Mrs. Oſ- 
ond, “ for that expoſition ; and will 
enture to aſſure you, I do not think your 
iſe deſperate. The pain you experience 
onvinces me your cure is more than half 
fected. Such remorſe as your's com- 
nes in its nature two very oppoſite ex- 
remes, acting at once as a burning cauſ- 
e and a healing balſam. But, pray, pro- 
ed, or how ſhall I be able to preſeribe. 
Depend 
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ling lips another word, and I fled with a 
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Depend on the exertion of my beſt {kil 
and that I will give you as few interry 
tions as poſſible.” 

% And I, Madam, to avoid being ted 
ous, will-ſhorten tlie horrid recital. as mud 


as cireumſtances will permit. 


64 


I ſhall not, Madam, inſult your'chaſi 
ear by naming the particular vices in which 
at the age of nineteen, I was completel 
initiated; but I confefs them to have bee! 
many and diſgraceful, Such were nj 
home improvements, when, with a princely 

appointment, a worthy governor of my i 
ther's chuſing, an intriguing valet of 1 


My education was in the comma 
routine with that of other men, who hay 
no mother to form their morals, younge 
brothers to ſhare their inheritance, or fi 
ters to portion from th 
family. 


* - 
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en choice, good health, high ſpirits, and 
ze moſt perfect contempt for every otheg 


nt to travel.” 


Mrs. Ofinond ſighed FONG: and Sir 
liam continued. | 


« The only pain of which I was ſuſcep- 
le, on bidding adieu to the diſſipations 
my own country, proceeded from a ſort 


able and beautiful girl, the niece of my 
her, whom I fancied I loved, who cer- 
nly did love me. Fate was on this oc- 
hallWon more favourable than 1 deſerved. 
hic couſin yielded up her pure ſoul to hea- 
etc before her peace could be imbittered, 
been OPEN ſhe had aun her affections 


rſfuit but that of my pleaſure, I was 


boyiſh paſſion I had contracted for an 


Sir 
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Sir William s voice faltered—he ſtrup 
gled with his emotions, and conquem 


them. 


« Reſtraint of any kind, militati 
againft my ſyſtem of free- agency, I con 
dered as the moſt intolerable evil. 
company, but much more the lectures, 
my governor, hecame inſupportable, a 
I tried to get rid of both, by making m 
felf fo perfectly diſagreeable, that, at li 
he wrote to my father, and got his difmi 
fal, I having paved his way to obtain 
without remonſtrances, by having frequen 
ly complained in my letters of his lit 
knowledge of foreign courts, as well us 
total deficiency in all the forms of polit 
neſs ; making, at the ſame time, ſo mu 
of my on prudence, and my own acc 
pliſhments, that I never groaned under 
authority of any, ſucceeding governor, 
courſe I was in no haſte to-revifit the la 


of my nativity ; but when I did return, 


* 
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too partial father declared himſelf ſatisfied 
with my improvements. 


* 
« Theſe improvements being merely ex- 

ternal, I took care to blazon them at all 

public exhibitions ; became a member of 
ſeveral faſhionable clubs, choſe for my ſe- 

ect friends ſuch fpirits'of on, whoſe views 
are the deſtruction of domeſtic happineſs; 

and, like them, ſoon attached -myfelf to 
more than one married woman of bigh rank, 
and was forced at laſt to ſeek a temporary 
refuge from the claims bf two ladies on 
my hand, their own being legally ſet at li- 
betty: 4 ht þ 12 


* Wath the moſt ſavage contempt for 
the whole ſex, ſo many of whom had yield- 
ed themſelves the eaſy prey of ſeduction, 
and ſome who had even iced the part of 
or, educers, I rambled into Wales, with the 
conſent of any father, he having a liberal, 
urn, though honeſt heart, and his temper un- 
ſoured, 
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© how humiliating the repetition of crimes, 
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ſoured, by not being called upon to pay Wa 
damages for my tranſgreflions, he threw. ¶ che 
ayer them the veil of kindneſs, and gave 

to my ices the appellation of pardonable | 


5 


« What criminal indulgence !” ex- 
claimed Mos. Ofmond. | 


6 „Hold, Madam !” cried Sir William, 

covering his face with both his hands, 
« waſte not on the father thoſe virtuous 
emotions, but on the guilty head of his fon 
let the whole of them be exhauſted ! Oh, 


which will eternally blot my name from the Whit: 
fair Page of honour !” 


— Think not fo hardly of yourſelf,” re 
plied Mrs. Oſmond, penetrated by the 
force, of his expreſſion ; ©* however dark 

the blot, tears of repentance muſt waſh it 
| away, 


T * 
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away, and on the ſame ſpot we ſhall find 
the name of Sir William Jones written.” 


« I dare not aſſume thoſe hopes, your . 
goodneſs, Madam, generouſſy withes to 
inſpire; but I promiſe to graſp them as I 
would do my falvation, if you again hold 
them within my reach, after you know the 
nature of that fin, which, in my own opi- 
nion, conſigns me to perdition.“ 
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us Mrs. Oſmond felt extremely aukward ; 
on afraid to ſay too much, or too little; ſhe 
h, therefore only ſignified, by ſilence, that 
her attention would keep-pace with his re- 
cital, and thus he continued. | 


“ Many are the natural curiofities a- 
bounding in Wales. Such of my compa- 
mons as had travelled through that roman- 
tic country, formed the route I was to take, 
enriching it with as many objects as their 
memories retained, to prevent me, they 

VOL, II. F ſaid, 
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| ſaid, from ſinking nk the ſolitude of my 


Pilgrimage. They alſo offered bets, to any 
amount, and at any odds, that the two di- 


vinities, who gow perſecuted me with thcir 
diſguſting. fondneſs, would form new at. 


tachments before ſix weeks had expired, 
and leave me at liberty to return from ba- 
niſhment a free fellow, without female in- 


; umbrances. 


« As fools ſwallow khe enemy of their 
reaſon, becauſe it ſparkles in the goblet; 


6, filled with the frothy predictions of my 


diſſolute aſſociates, with a light heart, and 
thoughtleſs gaiety, I ran from place to 
place, attended only by my infamous va- 
let, looking at every thing, enjoying no- 
thing, and curſing the conſtancy of al 
women- kind, ſor the ſake of my two tor- 
mentors, who followed me with long epit- 
tles of reproach wherever I went, my friends 
—_— betrayed every poſt-town through 

| which 


% 
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which I was to paſs, in order to purchaſe a 
jeſt for themſelves at my expence. 


* 


« Pity me, Madam, as you view with 
what reluctance 1 approach that horrif 
precipice, from the brink of which there is 


confuſion 1! My fate is not to be averteck 
by delay; thus then do I at once ruſly. 
upon it. ; : 
t; « At Snowdon ended my peregrinatiors 
and at Snowdon commenced my miſe- 
nd WF ry! I there ſaw, and loved to madneſs, 
the beautiful wife of Montgomery the 
tender mother of Lewis and Loretta 
My God!“ cried he, & her image never 
ſorſakes me :—ſometimes I behold her with 
all the charms of a Madona, nurſing on her 
boſom the pledges of a worthy huſband's 
affection—her peerleſs eyes ſparkling with 
content—the pureſt glow of innocence 
animating her artleſs countenance—angelic 
F 2 ſoſt- 


but once ſtep into the gulph of unutterable 
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ſoſtneſs in her deem in her words 
—ſweetneſs and timidity in eyery motion 
Shut, oh! I ſee her too with all theſe 
defaced by agony—dragged from 
de infants of her love her eyes invariably 
fixed on vacancy— her delicate cheeks di- 
veſted of their bloom—her voice, her words, 
ber motions—all, all arreſted by,inſanity !” 


Ne. pauſed— 


* Go on!” ſaid Mrs. Oſmond, holding 
2 handkerchief to her face, that Sir Wil- 
liam might not perceive the deadly paleneſs 
of which ſhe was conſcious, © Pray, Sir, 


go on.“ 


„ Thank you—thank you!“ cried the 
agitatell narrafor : you chn look on this 
infernal picture of my infernal vices, yet 
do not execrate the monſter, who, at this 


diſtance of time, colours it with his heart's 
beſt blobd ! Again he pauſed ; then add- 
ed The worſt is paſſed—you know me 


for 


fc 


al 


+ 
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for the firſt of villains. By what ſteps I 
attained to that pre-eminence will be leſs 
difficult to a conſcience violated, but not 


hardened.” 


Mrs. Oſmond bowed her head, but did 
not interrupt the ſad tale, in which, for the 
ſake of her beloved orphans, ſhe was inte- 
reſted almoſt to ficknels, 


« I met Montgomery by accident ; he 
invited me to his cottage, and, aſſiſted by 
the wife of his dotage, performed all the 
kindneſſes of hoſpitality. He was old 
enough to be ber father. Actuated by 


falſe philoſophy, I would not believe the 


evidence of my ſenſes. I thought it im- 
poſſible that the decent fondheſs ſhe ex- 
preſſed could be real; yet even the ſnadow 
of her love beſtowed on another, hatched 
the viper Envy in my treacherous Voſom ; 
and whilſt ve ſtrove to promote my eaſe, J 
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wag making it my ſtudy to deſtroy his hap- 
pineſs ! 


ths © more I meditated on miſchief, 


the greater my caution to conceal it. Once 


or twice J ventured to touch that dear 
hand which yielded too willingly to the 
graſp of age ; but virtue, however ſimple, 
is ſublime, and her's was rendered an aw- 
ful guardian againſt the aſſault of freedoms, 
by the very beauty which excited them,— 


Any thing is better for a libertine to con- 


tend with than equal proportions of attrac- 
tive ſweetneſs and repelling dignity. I felt 


the truth of this obſervation in my diſtant, 


but infidious, trials on the unſuſpecting 
heart of Montgomery's Mary. My cou- 
rage forſooꝶꝭ me. I no more approached 
her with freedom, or gazed on her with 
admiration. Mine I determined ſhe ſhould 
be; and I laid my defigns accordingly. 


66 My 
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* My confidential ſervant, who in wick- 
edneſs could only be exeelled by his maſ- 
ter, adviſed that I ſhould take her away by 
force, or ſtratagem; and what he dared to 
adviſe, I dared to execute. A carriage 
and horſes were purchaſed for the occaſion, 
of which the raſcal himſelf undertook the 
conduct, to prevent being traced, by ein- 
ploying ſtrangers in the bufineſs. He aſ- 
ſured me he could carry us to England 
with great ſafety, having formerly been ac- 
cuſtomed to drive ; and that the horſes he 
had bought were fo remarkably ſtrong, 
that he would anſwer for their going thirty 
miles a day for ſix months together. Of 
this plan I approved, and now only waited 
a favourable opportunity to ſeize on my 
deſtined prey before I put it into execu- 
tion.“ | 
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Mrs. Oſmond ſeemed to have forgotten | 
every other object to fix her undivided 
/ WW thoughts on the perſecuted family of Mont- 
= F 4 gomery ; 
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mery; fhe did not even obſerve, when the 
labourers went home to their frugal repaſt, 
her own firſt dinner bell founded in vain, 
and its laſt ſummons would have been 


2M equally unheeded, if Sir William, at the 


concluſion of his ſentence, had not been 
reminded, by its deep tones, that he was 
intruding on her family arrangements; 
when, ſtarting from his ſeat, he began to 
apologize for the detention, with which he 
reproached himſelf, and requeſted that ſhe 
would allow him the honour of renewing 
his audience on the following morning. 


Perhaps there are many diſcreet matrons 
who. would have -ſuppoſed it diſgraceful, 
dangerous, even finful, to hold converſe 
with a /eHacknowledged villain ; and per- 
haps, at the ſame time, would have been 
far from ſhunning his ſociety, had that 
character proceeded from any body except 
| himſelf, | 
With 


verſed. 
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With Mrs. Oſmond the queſtion was re- 
Had ſhe Wen told, there lived 
ſuch a wretch as Sir William Jones, ſhe 
would have hid herſelf as from a monſtrous 
production of nature, the influence of 


whoſe venom even the purity of innocence ' 


could not eſcape. But ſhe, with noble 
diſcrimination, found, in his own frank, 


ingenuous confeſſion, and read in the lan- 
guage of that true contrition with whieW 


his ſoul was tortured, enough to pity, as 
well as enough to condemn. She there- 
fore invited him to dine with her at the 


Lodge. He felt her goodneſs, whilſt he 


refuſed to avail. himſelf of its conſequences. 
She then. aſked. if he would take his coffee 


with her in the evening? This favour he 


would alſo have declined, if Mrs. Oſmond 


had not hinted, that it was poſſible the 


weather might prevent them from meet- 
ng again in the park; adding“ Your 


communications, Sir, are ſo intereſting, 
and the abſence of thoſe dear creatures 
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chiefly concerned in them will be ſo ſhort 
that all ſcrupulous delgys ſhould be ayoid- 
ed, and I certainly muſt have the honour 
of expecting you at ſeven.“ 


* So much graciouſneſs, ſuch definitive 
wiſdom, there is no reſiſting,” cried Sir 
William; then politely made his adieus, 
promiſing - to attend at the hour ſhe had 
appointed. 


The penitent narrator ſhewed himſelf in 
Mrs. Oſmond's drawing-room preciſely at 
the hour ſhe had named. Her reception of 
him, though eaſy, polite, and almoſt friend- 
ly, gave no animation to his countenance. 
His face was pale, his air dejected ; ſhy- 
neſs directed his ſteps, and Melancholy, in 
the words of the poet, © marked him for 
her own.” 


Mrs. Oſmond rung the bell. Old Jona- 


than brought in a falyer with tea, cakes, 
and 


# 
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and coffee; which having firſt carried to 
his Lady, he next pretented to her gueſt, 
very much wondering from whence he 
came, and why he was ſo agitated that he 
could not hold the cup ſteady in his hands. 
Theſe remarks would not have eſcaped a 
leſs curious obſerver. Mrs. Oſmond ſaw it 
with concern ; hurried over the little re- 
paſt, leſt any thing might fall from Sir 
William, in his abſent and confuſed ſtate 
of mind, that ſhe did not wiſh the ſervants 
to hear ; ſhe therefore ran the riſk of burn- 
ing her throat, to diſmiſs them; then 
filently waited till he thould hunſelf recom- 
mence the broken narrative, 


© This conſideration, Madam,” faid he, 

* to conceal from your domeſtics that 

ſhame, arifing from the recollection of ho- 
nour baſely, mo/# baſely forfeited, is not. 

loſt on a mind already oppreſſed by grati- 
tude for your numberleſs condeſcenſions. 
—— Oh, God! what a ſtate of diſtraction. 
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i mine! I would retreat from my taſk, 
but a ſentiment ſtronger than ſhame forces 
me to proceed. | 


« An opportunity to carry off the wiſe 
of Montgomery, for which I waited with 
infernal ſubtilty, did not preſent itſelf for 


more than three weeks. It came at laſt— - 


it came too ſoon ! Would that it had ne- 
ver come] In the abſence of her huſband, 
TI forced her from his ſight for ever! The 
villainous inſtrument of my vices counſelled 
me to wait in my chaiſe at a ſmall diſtance 
from the cabin, to receive the beautiful 
victim, when he ſhould have perſuaded her, 
or frightened her, into an elopement. I 
did ſo. He was gone about half an hour, 
when I ſaw him advancing towards me, 
Teading Mary by the arm, who ſhewed no 
unwillingneſs, - or raiſed any cries for aſſiſt- 
ance. _ Exulting in her paſſiveneſs, I held 
out my hand: ſtill ſhe made no reſiſtance ; 
and drawing her into the Carriage, I ex- 


claimed, 


cla 


thi 


tic 
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claimed, My life, my love, from this mo- 
ment you are the miſtreſs of my deſtiny Y=— 
She ſweetly ſmiled, but anſwered me not, 
which I conſidered as an effort of modeſty ; 
the nature -of that ſentiment being un- 
known to the ſenſualiſt, he conceives it 
may be met with in the arms of proſtitu- 


tion : the miſtreſs who would pleaſe, muſt 


wear the ſemblance of modeſty ; for whilſt 
he admires the ſhadow, he flatters himſelf 
he has found the ſubſtance. | 


© During our firſt ſtage, I made the 
horrible diſcovery that the lovely perſon 
only of Mary was in my power, and that 
her ſenſes had fled before the perſecution 


of a devil, if poſſible, blacker than his 


maſter. 


The moment I was fully aſcertained 


of this ſoul-rending misfortune, I had no 
paſſion to contend with but that of rage. 


With a piſtol in my hand I diſmounted my 


driyer, 
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driver, and holding it at his breaſt, drew 


from his quivering ſoul, that, finding he 4 

had no chance of conveying her to me by vi 

perſuaſion, in hopes to terrify her into a to 

more complying temper, he had firſt bound I 

| her two infants to their bed, then ſtood to 

over them with a drawn knife, making her th 

believe he would murder them both, if ſhe by 

did not write down the words he ſhould 1 

| dictate. She did write them; it was to tic 
| ſave the lives of her innocent babes; and 
| ſhe plunged a dagger into the boſom of 

her huſband ! m 
« From this time, ſaid the wretch, ſhe 

made no more words, but came quietly ci 

away with me, as you, Sir, might have m 

perceived. I did not fire my piſtol upon YN 

the villain who dared to make this confeſ- it 
| fion, I felt, for the firſt time, there was a 
greater than himſelf in exiſtence, and might 

have pointed it againſt my own head, but tr 


for the fear of what would become of the 
| | "or 
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poor creature, ſo lately the object of my 
love, now only of my commiſeration: that 
virtue I meditated to deſtroy, I now ſwore 
to protect. Thoſe ſenſes which were fled, 
I would now have recalled by conſenting 
to loſe my own. The envy I had felt at 
the happineſs of Montgomery was ſucceded 
by compaſſion ; and the exultations 6F a 
ſucceſsful raviſher turned to the compunc- 
tion of a ſelf-detected traitor !” 
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« Juſt heaven!“ exclaimed Mrs. Oſ- 
mond. 


* Ah, Madam ! if you can ſtand the re- 
cital of this laſt dreadful ſcene, I ſhall no 
more make you ſhudder for my guilt !— 
Mine was not the remorſe of a moment— 
it has included a life of penitence ! | 

Jo convey back the illumined ſoul my 
treachery had rendered dark ; to return the 
owner his beautiful caſket, diſpoiled of its 

richer 
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richer gem, was impoſſible! In ſuch a 
ſtate the huſband would have been more 
wretched by a re- union, than by ſuppoſing 
his wife had voluntarily eloped from her fa- 
mily : ſhe might have become the object of 
his ſuſpicion, perhaps of his neglect. How 
could I believe he would give credit to the 
aſſertions of a villain, had I dared ſo great. 
ly to my own deſtruction, as to vindicate 
the innocence of his pity-moving Mary ? 


« My repentance was not, at its firſt 
appearance, ſo deeply eſtabliſhed as to 
force on me a ſacrifice militating againſt 
my honour, againſt my duty, againſt my 
intereſt ; the world muſt have ſcorned me; 
I ſhould for ever have baniſhed myſelf from 
the preſence of, and perhaps have been 
diſinherited by, an exaſperated father, ſe- 
vere to crimes, as indulgent to follies. In 
this ſtruggle between my own preſeryation, 


and a fincere deſire to provide for the ſ S 


la 
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of Montgomery's wife, I thought on a me- 
dum, by which both might be ſecured. 


« At the firft ſmall inn, where we ſtop- 
ped to take refreſhment, I told the people 
of the houſe, that the perſon I conducted 
was my fiſter, an unfortunate, harmleſs 
idiot, whom I was carrying ſrom the reſt 
of her family, becauſe, having leſs com- 
paſſion, they were reſolved to ſhut her up 
in a mad-houſe. I then aſked if they knew 
of any decent elderly woman, diligent, and 
of unblemiſhed character, who would go 
where I ſhould place my charge, and ac- 
cept the ſituation of her companion as well 
as attendant ? 


All theſe queſtions were 1 in 


the preſencE of the dear, penſive blank, 
who had neither ſighed, wept, or uttered, 
from the moment of her captivity. 


At the recommendation of my land- 
lady, J hired for the purpoſe a widow, who 
had 
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had ſeen better days; reſpected by her 
neighbours ; _ ſedate, honeſt, and, as they 
all aſſured me, of a mild, affectionate dit. 
poſition. They alſo procured for me, at 
my requeſt, an able poſtillion, to ſupply 
the place of the raſcal to whom I was 
bound by cords of infamy not to be broken, 
and whom I diſpatched to provide a final 
houſe in the vicinity of Briſtol, bidding him 
return to the ferry, and wait my arrival, 
that, conducting me thither himſelf, i 
might be impoſſible to trace me further 
than the paſſage, if Montgomery ſhould 
take it into his head to purſue me. 


Never ſince ſhe continued my /i/eni 
priſoner, never did I confide in my own 
ſtrength ſo much, as to look on this wreck 
of lovelineſs, but in the preſence of her 
faithful guardian, who day and night at- 
tended her with the fond ſolicitude of a 


mother, and who, miſtaking my tears of 
contrition for thoſe of filial affection, con- 
veyed 
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veyed to my ſoul, under the panegyric of 
praiſe, a thouſand daggers, more lacerating 


than the keeneſt arrows of reproach, dipped 
in the poiſon of revenge. 


« My viſits to the poor forlorn were re- 
ſtricted by prudence. I ſaw her ſeldom, 
but I ſaw her always the ſame, ſpeechleſs, 
inactive, inſenſible ; ſhe walked when led 
to. the garden; ſhe eat, when the meat 
was ſet before her ; her eyes ſeldom turn- 
ed; ſhe ſhewed no traces of recollection. 
| never ſaw her but with horror ; I never 
parted from her without reprobating my 
own conduct,” 


* God remit all you fins!” ſaid Mrs, 
Oſmond, whoſe tears flowed in uniſon with 
her feelings. When in your abſolute 
power, when you might have reſpected her 
leſs, and ſhe might have been rendered 
more miſerable ;—then to ſpare, to cheriſh, 
to protect her, is an act that muſt be ac- 
ceptable 
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ceptable to that Providence, who, by the 
very ſtroke which deprived her of reaton, 
ſaved her from pollution!“ 


«© Ah! Madam,” replied Sir William, 
ſhaking his head with an air of deſponden— 
cy, © it is only the good and virtuous who 
have any right to extract honeyed conſolz. 
lation from flowers of retroſpection. Il 
would it become the ſeducer of innocence, 
the coward aſſaſſin of domeſtic happineſ, 
to draw comfort to his conſcience from the 
negative conſideration, that, in the worſt 
action of his life, he was not quite ſo wick 
ed as it was poſſible he might have been. 


The remainder of Sir William's narrative 
I ſhall reduce to a much narrower com- 
paſs, by fimply. detailing the ſubſtance ot 
it, unincumbered by nd remarks, 
or interrogations. 


Every 


LN 


ery 
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Every ſucceeding year Sir William pri- 


vately diſpatched the minion of his vices to 
learn what was become of the wifeleſs huſ- 
band and motherleſs children. The miſ- 
creant went no farther than where he could 
laviſh his maſter's property to his on ſa- 
tisfaCtion ; when again appearing before 
him, he give ſach ſuccin& aceounts of 


Montgomery and his little ones, as put it 
out of doubt that he was juſt come from 
Snowdon, where he had. ſeen. or heard all 
that he thought proper to relate. In theſe 
accounts he ſeldom varied; the old man 
was always well and hearty; the children 
always growing, and; ſeeming: to want for 
nothing ; and the money ſent for their 
aſe always delivered ſometimes in one diſ- 
guiſe, ſometimes in another. 


One journey out of ſeven. that he pre- 
tended to have made, he in reality did 
perform: it was two years aſter Montge- 
mery's. deceaſe, and the diſappearance 


his 
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his hapleſs orphans from their native moun. 
tains. 


Sir William tried what effect this intel. 
ligence would produce on the diſeaſed mind 
of his priſoner ; declaring to Mrs. Oſmond, 
that, had ſhe recovered her ſenſes, he fully 
determined, at that time, to have made her 
| his wife; but the trial, on Which he ſuſ- 
pended the hopes of her reſtoration, was 
- abortive. She heard him ſpeak of her huſ- 
band's death, and that her children had 
wandered nobody knew whither, with as 
little emotion, as one born deaf would ſhew 
if a houſe was falling over his head. 

-: Excluded: from the moſt diſtant view of 
her recovery, and tormented by the idea of 
having, perhaps, involved the fate of her 
offspring in as great, or greater, misſor- 
tunes than her own, he became ſo entirely 
the prey of vexation and remorſe, that to 
à violent fever ſucceeded a jaundice, the 


aſpect 


alpee 
ture 
man 
unde 
thou 
falle. 
or h. 
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aſpect of which was of ſo threatening a na- 
ture as greatly to alarm his father, who for 
many years had lamented the melancholy 
under which his fon evidently laboured, 
though he tried. to conceal it, and never 
failed ſtoutly to deny that he was diſpirited, 
or had cauſe for being 10. 


The town phyſicians ſoon pronounced it 
2 Bath caſe, and incurable, if not relieved 

by the efficacy of its waters. Thither he 

vas conveyed in a litter, accompanied by 
his father, who remained with him long 
enough to ſee the black, braſſy hue of his 
complexion pretty well waſhed away, and* 
ſo far reſtored to his habitual ſtrength. as to 
mix with the company on the walks, of at 
the rooms. When returning home, the 
er I mralid, being left to his own guidance, re- 


r. lapſed into thoſe fits of ſadneſs which he 
bored to indulge, and which a was painful 


tor him to diſguiſe. a „ 


His 
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His confidential emiſſary - fearing hoy 
this gloom might terminate, and knowing 
that two ſuch maſters ſeldom fall to the 
ſhare of one ſervant, laboured to re-kindle 
ſome vivid ſpark from amongſt the dying 
embers of thoſe paſſions which had yielded 
him no ſmall profit; but the allurements 
of vice muſt be ill received, where vice it- 
ſelf is extinguiſhed : ſo finding only one 
way. of recommending his ſervices, to that 
one he adhered; pretended the ſevereſt re- 
pentance, wept over the remembrance of 
his aggravated cruelties, talked of nothing 
but the poor loſt wife and, children of 
Montgomery, groaned. at. every. mention 
made of them, and, to eaſe. the conſcience 
af. his employer, would. greatly dare to take 
upon hunſelf. the whole guilt. of their de- 
ſtruction; and as theſe, fort of. converſa- 
tions increaſed the-defpandeney of his maſ- 


received. 


About 


- ter, be —— have them well 
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About this time, what. had happened 
three years before, namely, the Orphans of 
Snowdon having been taken up and-ſhel- 
tered by Mrs. Oſmond became the topic = N 
of general converſation. The well remem- we 
bered names of Lewis and Loretta reached 
the ears of their penitent deſtroyer, who bo. 
immediately, unknown to any body and. 
unattended, ſet out for the reſidence of 
that Lady, undetermined as to the motive 
of his journey, whether to declare himſelf 
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n villain, or only to gratify his turbulent 7 - | 5 
5 Wl remorſe, by ſnatching a ſtolen view: of the 8 112 
i W415 

1 Wa 


wreck of his villainy, which latter he ac- 3k 
n Wh compliſhed in the park, as before related. 1 
e But returning to Bath, the firſt thing he 
te diſcovered was, his cabinet broke open, and 
- his valet, whom he never heard of after, 
. decamped with money and valuables to the 
amount of three thouſand pounds.“ He 
ell WF is a knave of my own making,” ſaid! bis 
maſter, with a ſigh, and ſat down with his 
loſs. IT 
ul VOL, II. G 
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As to the wife of Montgomery, ſhe conti- 
nued in the deplorable ſtate of idiotiſim at 
the death of her betrayer's father, juſt three 
weeks prior to Sir William's appearance at 
the Lodge, and with the repetition of which 
event he concluded his dolorous relation. 


Let none of my gentle readers condemn 
the effects this tale of woe produced on ihe 
| generous, candid, enlightened ſoul of Mrs, 
Oſmond ; or fay, that ſhe condeſcended to 
Heviate from the dictates of rectitude, by 
feeling more reſpect for the good, than 
#bhorrence for the evil, deeds of the priet- 
ſmoten narrator. If his former conduct 
funk his character below contempt, his 
Tabſequent ſelf-denials exalted it abore 
praiſe. He aſked her advice; ſhe gave it 
with confidence. He beſought her aſſiſt- 
ance ; ſhe promiſed it freely. He conſult- 
ed heron his plans; they were founded on 


good ſenſe, ſupported by delicacy ; ; and 
the approved them. 
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(EM 
Every thought of marriage, he faid, was 5 11 
now laid aſide; even ſhould the injured ob- wtf 
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je& of his illicit paſſion be reſtored to her 
ſenſes, ſtill he would renounce it. What 
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WH reparation,” cried he,“ ſhould I offer her a [a ; | 
by holding out to her acceptance the hand Wl. 
of her deſtroyer ?” No; it is another fort - 58 | 

of atonement on which I have decided. 95 Me 

ehe retribution I meditate ſhall never owe 5 | [ 10 

WW it birth to ſelfiſn gratification ! That love, 

o which would diſhonour her to reward, may 9 1468 | 

oe cheriſhed by her orphan children—per- - 

m haps orphaned by the wretch who would - hl . 


now adopt them as his own; provided 
they are kept ignorant of thoſe crimes, a 
iis knowledge of which muſt for ever ſet me. 
e at a diſtance from their innocent affeQions ! 
it MW Remember, then, my dear Madam, I am 
only to be preſented to your protegees un- 
der the honourable diſtinction of your 
friend. As your friend, their hearts will 
open to my kindnefs ; for your ſake I ſhall 
be dear to them; on my own account I 
” . "ny muſt 
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muſt ever be the object of their detefia- 
tion.” 


Mrs. Oſmond- tenewed her promiſes to 
aſſiſt him in his own way; and it was 
agreed upon that Sir William ſhould im- 
| mediately take Lewis unger his protection, 
to give him an education ſuitable to the 
heir of his immenſe fortune, name, and 
title; the latter having no further to go in 
the male line of his own family, he had al. 
ready uſed his intereſt with the miniſter, 
and obtained his promiſe of a barony ; the 
ſucceflion to be filled up at , his own ap- 
pointment, to which he had nominated 
Lewis Montgomery. 


Sir William had been ordered to travel 
for the recovery of his broken conſtitution, 
and meant to try the experiment as ſoon as 

| Lewis ſhould have kept his two next terms 
at college; more on account of becoming 
the companion of his adopted ſon's tour 
| through 
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through Europe, than from any benefit he 
expected to reap on the ſcore of his o.] 
health. e 


* For Loretta,” ſaid the repentant ba- 
ronet, © I ſhall make no proviſion until my 
death, or my return from abroad, when it. 
will be time enough to rob her of that de- 
pendance on your bounty, Which does Ber 


more honour than all the riches in the 
world,” 


Mrs. Oſmond's reaſon could not reje& 
the compliment which her heart approved, 
and thoſe: new friends did not ſeparate till 


the evening was pretty far advanced, nor 


would ſhe part with him then until he en- 
raged to paſs the whole following day at 


"Wl the Lodge; fo that before Lewis and his 
der came home every thing relating to 
WO their preſent-and future proſpects were ar- 


"> WW ranged. with order, and talked over with 
delight, from both of which, preſent and. 
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future, the children of Montgomery were 
to be totally excluded. Lewis was to ſup- 
poſe he owed the friendſhip of Sir William 
to accidental partiality, and Loretta was to 
know him as the favoured gueſt of her pa- 
troneſs. 


All theſe matters ſettled, Sir William 
ſaid, he had now but one. weight which 
hung upon his ſpirits : it was the difficulty 
of finding a proper ſubſtitute, who, in his 
abſence, would ſometimes look in upon 
his unhappy victim, to ſee that ſhe was 
not neglected. He was fully ſatisfied with 
the care taken of her by the woman who 
| had always attended her; but ſhe being 
old, and life uncertain, it was neceſſary to 
his peace of mind that caſualties ſhould be 

provided for. 

| 2 

Mrs. Oſmond not only offered herſelf a: 
his deputy during his abſence, but pro- 
poſed alſo to try at redeeming her ſenſes, 
by 


thi 
thi 
ſte 


f OP SNOWDON, 127 


by one more effort before his departure. 
« Perhaps,” ſaid ſhe, “ the ſight of her 
children, and their tender endeavours to 
awaken the ſenſibility of nature may be 
attended with ſucceſs. I will go with them 
myſelf, and you, if you pleaſe, ſhall eſcort 


- 97 
Us. 


Sir William looked more than aſtoniſh- 
ed! 
aſked if ſhe thought it poſſible for him to 
ſtand in the preſence of ſuch a cirele, and 
not pay the ranſom of his life ſor the inju- 
nes he had done them ? 


This reply drew on a very intereſting de- 
bate, which ended to the good Lady's en- 
tire ſatisfaction. She concealed ſo many 
thorns,” and ſcattered ſo many flowers, in 
the path of his reluctance, that at laſt he 
ſtepped over all his generous objections, and 
with more ſatisfaction than he had long 


G 4 for 


He ſtarted—changed colour—and. + 


known, or ever might have known, but 
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for the art of ſelf-reconciliation poſſeſted 
by Mrs. Oſmond, he promiſed to do what- 
erxer it was her pleaſure to comma. 


_ © Conſider,” ſaid Mrs. Oſmond, - © 1 
am not merely the faithful repoſitory of 
your ſecret, but the jealous guardian of 
your intereſt in the hearts of my young 
friends ; they ſhall know that it is to you 
they owe the diſcovery of their mother's 
lamentable ſituation ; but they ſhall neyer 
be told an error on your part, ſo fully can- 
celled, reduced her to that ſtate; to you 
they muſt be indebted for having found 
out the abode of their mother ; but never, 
never ſhall they upbraid you as having 
procured it for her. 


When you have viſited ſome time at 
the Lodge, and engaged their affections, 
I will, before them, relate to you ſuch 
anecdotes of their lives as I have heard from 


themſelves, or from the good Brown, who 
| ſirſt 
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firſt took them up in Wales. Nothing of 
deſign ſhall appear in my little ſtory. I 
ſhall repeat, too, your own words, ſpoken 
unſeen many years ago in the park, and 
founding on them an opinion that their 
mother 1s innocent, I ſhall defire you to 
take ſome trouble in finding out what is 
become of her; when we ſee you again 
you will have ſucceeded in your enquiries, 
and then what remains but that you ſhould 
conduct us to her habitation ? * 
'On the return of Lewis and Loretta to 
the Lodge every thing anſwered to the 


plans and wiſhes of theſe wiſe projectors, 


thoſe tender guardians of their happineſs. 


Lewis became attached to Sir William, and 


Sir William could never take his tearful 
eyes from Lewis, but to fix them on the 
captivating Loretta; when he would ſome- 


times fall into ſuch excruciating reveries, as 


often quite diſconcerted Mrs. Oſmond; leſt 
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hy. 
he might betray the ſentiments which, for 
all their ſakes, ought to be concealed. 


Sir William having accepted an apart- 
ment in the Lodge, his conſtant intercourſe 
with the children of Mary and Montgo- 
mery ſo ſtrongly endeared them to his la- 
cerated heart, that when their kind pro- 
tectreſs carried the whole of her ſcheme 
into execution, and requeſted hhn to go 
in purſuit of their mother, though he could 
not refuſe the commiſſion, for fear ſhe 
might accuſe him of inſtability, he aſſented 
with grief, and tore himſelf from them 
with agony. 


During the time he abſented himel 
which he paſſed ſhut up in the lodging oc- 
eupied by him before his removal to the 


Dodge, Mrs. Oſmond queſtioned Lewis 


| How he ſhould find his wiſhes incline, if a 


favourable opportunity offered to make him 


acquainted with foreign courts and foreign 


manners. 
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manners. The avidity with which he 
caught at the firſt idea, and the modeſt 
glow of prudent gratitude with which he 
relinquiſhed it, convinced her that he had 
no other objection but ſuch as proceeded 
from the fear of being too great an en- 
croacher on her generoſity ; having often 
before lamented, that, for his fake, ſhe had 


already reduced the ſplendour of her eſta- 
bliſhment. 


Theſe bars to the ardour of his ſoul in 
the purſuit of knowledge, which would 
have led him over the extenſive face of the 
globe, were ſoon removed by the addreſs 
of his beſt friend, who told him that Sir 
William Jones, being ordered to try other 
climates for the reſtoration of health, had. 


ſignified a deſire that Lewis might be per- 


mitted to accompany him : © ſo that, my 
dear, conſiderate child,” added ſhe, © do 
not ſuppoſe ſuch a diſpoſition will be at- 
tended with any inconvenience to me, for 
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Sir William, who is the moſt generons of 
mankind, will be your liberal, as well as 


your indulgent, protector.” 


Lewis could no longer contain the tranſ- 
ports of his joy, whilſt the beautiful ver- 
milion which overſpread the cheeks of 
Loretta turned to a deadly paleneſs; her 
meek. eyes obſcuring their brightneſs in 
tears, and the harmony of her voice ob- 
ſtructed. © Oh! brother,” ſhe exclaim- 
ed, claſping her hands together, © have 


you forgotten that our dear, dear father 
charged us never ta ſeparate ? I love Sir 
William; but I do not love him ſo well as 


I love the memory of my father!“ 


Mrs. Oſmond turned to hide the emo- 
tions ſhe could.not ſuppreſs, on hearing the 
names of Sir William and Montgomery ſo 
pathetically united together by the energe- 
tic orphan. The ſuddenneſs with-which 
ſhe averted her face alarmed the children 
| of 
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of her love; in a moment they were both 
at her feet, embracing her hands, bathing 
them in tears, and ſoliciting pardon for the 
boldneſs of Loretta's preſumption, which 
had made her daringly to oppoſe the will 
of her who had been to their diſtreſſes more 
than father, mother, friends, every thing ! 


Mrs. Oſmond fondly raiſed, preſſed them 
to her maternal boſom ; bid them be at 
peace with themſelves, for they had not 
diſpleaſed her; and afterwards, by argu- 


ments the moſt convineing, ſo far recon- 


ciled Loretta to the thoughts of parting 
with Lewis, that, when Sir William came 
back to the Lodge, ſhe was not the laſt to 
teſtify her gratitude for his intentional 
goodneſs to her beloved brother. 


The anxious ſon and daughter of Mary 
durſt not venture to ſpeak thoſe thouſand 
queſtions which their eloquent eyes put to 
Sir William concerning the ſucceſs of his 
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enquines after their mother; but Mrs. 
Oſmond aſking him, in plainer language, it 
he had learnt any tidings of the /ug/:ve, 
they waited for his anſwer as if on its pur- 
port ſuſpended their own exiſtence. 


It was not without unutterable confuſion, 
though unobſerved, except by Mrs. Oſ— 
mond, that Sir William replied, ſome cir- 
cumſtances had occurred, which made him 
hope he ſhould ſoon procure certain intelli- 
. . gence of ſome kind or other reſpecting the 

fate of her, in whoſe recovery ſo many af- 
fecionate hearts were intereſted. 


* 


His coadjutant felt rather ſurpriſed at 


this implied delay, becauſe ſhe expected, 


and that with all the eagerneſs of benevo- 
lent pity, immediately to have made trial 
what effect would be produced on the poor 
ſufferer when held in the arms of her chil- 
dren ; but Sir William accounted for the 
Eg of their plan, by honeſtly 

pleading 
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pleading his preſent want of ſtrength to 
ſupport ſuch an interview. Indeed, his 
health was ſo much ſhaken, that Mrs. Oſ- 
mond ceaſed to urge him on the ſubject ; 
and promiſed that, inſtead of returning to 
Oxford, Lewis ſhould be ready to attend 
him on his foreign tour wheneyer he called 
apon him. This obliging offer was ſeized 
on by Sir William with grateful avidity. 
He ſpoke that day before the young ones 
of his departure from Britain as near at 
hand ; faid he ſhould paſs one month in 


trade 6n Mrs. Oſmond's hoſpitality for a 
few days; © and then,” added he, © my 
good boy, you and I will ſee what can be 
s gained by change of air, change of coun- 


- tries, and change of ſtudies.” 
\ 2 | 
Ir The handſome face of Lewis was illu- 


- Wl tincd with pleaſure. He kiſſed the hand 
of his new protector, and moſt gracefully 
gave to his feclings of gratitude the form 

of 


town, to arrange his affairs; afterwards in- 
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of expreſſion ſo warm, fo eloquent, as, in 
compaſſion to Sir William, Mrs. Oſmond 
thought proper to ſhorten, by calling their 
attention to Loretta, whom ſhe highly 
praiſed, for the ſteadineſs with which ſhe 
could now ſacrifice her own wiſhes to the 
improvement and advantage of her brother. 
* Ah! my ſweet faced girl,“ continued 
ſhe, „do not diſgrace my panegyric. 
When that tall boy is gone from us, I will 
love you more, if poſlible, than ever.” 


Indeed,“ cried Loretta, ſhly wiping 
off a tear which hung upon her cherub 
cheek, © indeed, Madam, I will try 
Will endeavour—but not to-day I cannot 
be very chearful to-day—you know poor 
Lion 16—— ! 


* Yes, my dear, I know Lion died this 
morning ; but you ſhould not weep for that, 
he is relieved from the burden of extreme 


age. Hecould no longer run by your ſide, 
hear 


eB” ww — — — — 
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hear your voice, or ſee your perſon ; lame, 
deaf,, and blind, he has languiſhed on his 
cuſhion more than twelve months. He 
has wanted for no care ; his death has not 
been haſtened; he has yielded his laſt 
breath to nature, and not to compulſion,” 


Lewis, fondly caſting his arms round 
the neck of Loretta, promiſed to bring her 
the moſt beautiful dog he ſaw on his tra- 
yels. © Oh, no,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling through 
her tears ; © I have been ſuch a fool about 
poor, dear Lien, that I will never love a 
dog again ſo long as I live,” | 


For my part,” cried Sir William, “ I 
ſhall go to no quarter of Europe from 
which J will not ſelect its beſt curioſities 
for the cabinet of my Lewis's lovely fifter.” 
—* And I,” added Mrs. Oſmond, © to 
amuſe her in the- abſence of her brother, 
will make a viſit to my daughter Acres; 
the ſhall ſpend the next winter in London. 

And 
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And will not the ſociety of your friend 
| Harriet, my love, compenſate in ſome de- 
gree for the pain of another ſeparation ?” 


Thus carefſed—thus flattered thus com- 
forted Loretta recovered her chearſulneſs; 
but it was remarkable enough, particularly 
to Mrs. Oſmond, that the thoughts of a 
London journey, which had awakened the 
vivacity of Loretta, ſeemed to. depreſs the 
ſpirits of Lewis ; but as ſhe had not ob- 
ſerved the crimſon mantle which enveloped 
his manly countenance when ſhe ſpoke of 
her grand-daughter, of courſe could draw no 
concluſion from that little circumſtance. 


The next week was productive of more 
than one event. Sir William ſet out for 
town. Mrs. Oſmond, exulting in the 
riſing fortunes of her amiable prozeg#es, 
and always ſtrictly obſervant to perform 
whatever ſhe had once promiſed, began to 
prepare for her winter excurſion, by the re- 

| purchaſe 


i 
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purchaſe of as many horſes, as, from mo- 
tives of ceconomy, ſhe had before diſpoſed 
of. To accompliſh this reinſtatement, her 
coachman with two grooms were ordered 
to attend all the markets and fairs till they. 
had found four ſober matches for the two 
ſhining blacks ſti]] retained in her ſervice ; 
and in the midſt of ſo much important bu- 
ſineſs, Daddy Brown, with his good wite 
mounted behind him on a ſcarlet pillion 
trimmed with broad filver lace, trotted up 
the park, giving great pleaſure to the 
whole family ; the greater, perhaps, for 
not being expected. 


* 


Lewis and Loretta immediately hurried 
their newly arrived viſitors into the pre- 
ſence of their gentle benefactreſs, who took 
almoſt as much delight in ſecing this ho- 


neſt, loving couple, as it gave to them- 
ſelves. 


Theſe 
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Theſe worthy people ſoon explained the 
occaſion of their intruſion (as they modeſt- 
ly called it) at the Lodge. It was to pay 
their duty to their good Lady, and once 
more to behold the deareſt objects of their 
love, before they ſet out for Ireland, whi- 
ther they were ſummoned by a rich rela- 
tion of Brown's, who, although he had 
never taken notice of him before, now on 


his ſick bed ſent to command their attend- 


ance in a manner which could not but give 
them room to expect that he intended to 
name them his heirs; yet they would not 
—they could not—go to meet their good 
fortune, they ſaid, till they had ſeen their 


honoured miſtreſs and the dear Orphans of 
Snowdon, | 


They ſtaid only one night, and the next 
morning departed for Briſtol, from whence 
they intended to take their paſſage to Dub- 
lin; Daddy Brown, in the adventure of 

. his 
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his monkics, knowing experimentally that 


ſhips are conſtantly paſling from that port 
to the Shannon. 


the Lodge. | * 


The ſecond week commenced in gloom, 
and almoſt ended in deſpair. Mrs. Oſ- 


mond had early taken the precaution of 


inoculating her foundlings with great ſuc- 
ceſs, and ſhe concluded they muſt have 
got over the meaſles before they fell into 
ber hands, becauſe that diſorder had been 
frequently round the neighbourhood with- 


out their taking the infection; and no- 


thing, perhaps, would haye convinced her 
io the contrary, but eeing them both 
ſeized on the ſame day with ſtrong fymp- 
toms of that too often fatal malady. 4 
$661 
The phyſician and apothacind who were 
immediately ſent for, confirmed the-appre- 
n of Mrs. Oſmond. The two pa- 


8 tients 


Thus occupied was the 
firſt week of Sir William's abſence from 
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tients were put to bed. Loretta had them 
favourably, but Lewis was ſo ill, that, for 
a conſiderable time, his life appeared to be 
in extreme danger. Mrs. Oſmond, during 
three days and as many nights, never quit- 
ted his pillow, except for a moment to look 
in upon Loretta, who, under the ſame ten- 
der cares from the kind-hearted Orchard, 
was doing very well, and had no idea but 
that her brother was quite in as fair a way 
as herſelf. 


That delirium which attended the fever 
ef Lewis made to Mrs. Oſmond a full diſ- 
eovery of what ſhe did not even ſuſpect. 
His ſpeech, though extremely muffled, and 
bis articulation oppreſſed, betrayed to the 
attentive car of his maternal nurſe a ſecret, 
which, had reaſon been his friend, he would 
have guarded with his lite. 


When all eyes were cloſed in the ſick 
chamber but ber own and the poor inva- 
1 lid's, 
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lid's, her's wetted with tears, his glaring 
with diſtemper, he drew the burning hand 
which ſhe retained in her's cagerly from her 
graſp, crying out! Stand off, Loretta 
—You are not my Loretta !|—Harriet, 1 

will not marry you !—Let go my hand, 
Miſs Acres II love you, Harriet! but 

bark Don't you fee Mrs. Oſmond ?— 

For your life do not tell Mrs. Ofmond !— _ 
Peace, Loretta !—I will die ten thouſand ® 
deaths rather than ſeduce the affections of 
Mrs. Oſmond's!—Well, well, ſay no more, 
Loretta Do not, do not thus hang about 

me, Harriet !—Yon muſt marry Melbourn 

—[ ſhall not be very miſerable !—yery, 
very miſerable, if you will let me alone! 
—if you do not make me nf 
nour !” l 
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Glorious youth “ foftly whifpered 
Mrs. Oſmond, as ſhe touched his ſcorch- 
ing cheek with her lips; © there is more 
goodneſs in thy rayings than there is wir- 

dom 
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dom in the un orations of eloquence | 
, but for this intruder, Melbourn, 
Harriet, my Harriet, might have been the 
faithful wite of thy affectionate boſom !— 

Now it cannot be! Yet, dear and amia- 
ble Lewis, ever ſhall thy ſecret—even un- 
known to thyſelf—ever ſhall it be cloſed 
up in the breaſt of her to whom it has been 
involuntarily ſurrendered !'” And fo true 
was this moſt reſpectable woman to the 


ſilence for which ſhe had pledged herſelf, 


that never after did her lips open upon the 
ſubject, though ſhe would often talk with 


her heart, and teach it to weep for the diſ- 


appointment of one; perhaps two amiable 


lovers. She knew of Harriet's attachment 
to Loretta, and ſhe thought it impoſſible 


for any girl, capable of diſcriminating in 
Lewis the charms of mind and perſon, to 


| behold him with indifference; though as 
to his having uſed the arts of love to en- 


ſnare her affections, of that, and molt 
truly, f ſhe held hin incapable. | 
By 
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By the time Sir William had finiſhed his 
bufineſs in London the lovely Orphans of 
Snowdon were fully recovered from their 
indiſpoſition, ſo that he found them in as 
good health, as high ſpirits, and as much 
beauty, as when he left them. | 

He had not been many hours returned 
to the Lodge before he contrived to obtain 
a private audience of Mrs, Oſmond, to 
whom he reported all that he had done 
ſince he laſt ſaw her; and ſhe who had 
never felt the paſſion of ambition, upon her 
own account, now gave it a welcome for 
the ſake of Lewis, whilſt ſhe heard, with 
unequivocal pleaſure, that his name had 
been given in to the miniſter, and that it 
would appear on the liſt of ſucceſſion in the 
peerage on the next creation of barons. 


„ ſhall not,” ſaid Sir William, with a 
{mile in which melancholy ſeemed to tri- , 
umph, © I feel that I ſhall not long keep 

VOL. ti. H thoſe 
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thoſe honours from my adopted ſon, which 
muſt of neceſlity firſt deyolve on myſelf: 
for his fake I wiſh to poſſeſs, for my own ] 
do not care how ſoon I relinquiſh them.” 


* I muſt chide you, Sir,” replied Mrs. 
Oſmond, © for encouraging this ſort of 
never dying deſpondence : however well it 
might agree with unatoned crimes, the re- 
paration you have made to his children for 
the ſorrows you occaſioned their father, 
ſhould appeaſe the bitterneſs of ſelf-con- 
demnation.“ | | 


“Their father !—their father!“ repeated 
he :—© but their mother !—you ſay no- 
thing of their mother, Madam!“ 


4 Tes, her injuries are included. Have 
you not been the guardian of her honour ! 
Are you not the noble benefactor of her 
offspring?“ | 


6 Have 
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Have I not murdered her huſband!— 
robbed her of her children !—deftroyed her 
intellect ! I have ſeen her in my way hi- 
ther—Oh, what a flower have I blaſted !— 
Oh, what a. being have J annihilated !— 
Yet I will ſee her again. I have made up 
my mind, I will ſee her once more, in your 
preſence in the preſence: of Lewis and 
Loretta. Should her ſenſes return - ſhould 
ſhe pardon me I may then forgive myſelf 
—but never, never ſhall I know peace, 
ſo long as ſhe continues the inſenſible me- 
mento of my cruel treachery !” 
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Mrs. Oſmond, alarmed at his increaſing 
diſorder, now took more pains to diſſuade 
him from the interview than ſhe had before - 
urged arguments to make him immediately 
try the experiment on which ſhe reſted the 
moſt ſanguine expectations; but as ſhe 
could not accompliſh the one, neither could 
ſhe effect the other: Sir William was now 
as determined to proceed, as before eager 

H 2 to 
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to retreat; and, at his earneſt requeſt, ſhe 


undertook the taſk of informing her pro!/- 


g#es that intelligence had been gained of 


their mother, tenderly. to break the ſtate in 
which the languiſhed, and to promiſe they 
ſhould be brought to her arms, accompa- 
nied by herſelf and Sir William, all of 
which ſhe performed with ſo much addreſs, 
that their tears of ſorrow ſhed over the loſs 
of a parent's ſenſes were mingled with the 
ſweet drops of joy that they ſhould be al- 
lowed to caſt themſelves at her feet, to 
look upon, and to ſerve her, though ſhe 
might not know or acknowledge them. 


Any longer delay became impracticable, 
withgut rüking a like misfortune to the 
children as had occurred to the mother; 
and Mrs. Oſmond only waited till her new 
coach horſes were properly exerciſed for a 
few days, before ſhe gratified their impa- 
tience, by fixing the hour of their depar- 
ture. | 
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The journey would have paſſed in ſoli- 


tary gloomineſs, but for the good ſenſe and 
conſoling powers of Mrs. Oſmond, which, 
though in conſtant uſe, were not the worſe- 
ſor wear; when they arrived within a 
hundred yards of the neat ſequeſtered cot- 
tage, where was depoſited the empty caſ- 


ket from which the gem of. reaſon had 
eſcaped, 


At the corner of a green lane, turning 
out from the great road, Sir William, as 


had before been planned, ordered the 
coachman to ftop ; and having aſſiſted Mrs. 
Oſmond to alight from the carriage, lean- 


ing on his arm, he conducted her forwards, 


followed by the young people, who, totally 
engroſſed by their own filial emotions, ob- 
terved not thoſe of horror that agitated 
their trembling leader, as he ſoftly knock- 
ed at the door with the end of a ſtick, by 
which he ſupported his unſteady ſteps. 
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Preſently a key turned in the lock, and 
a clean matronly woman made her appear- 
ance, of whom Sir William heſitatingly 
enquired after the health of his ſiſter; fay— 
ing, that he had prevailed on ſome others 
of her family to try what effect their uncx- 


pected preſence might produce on her 
blank mind. 


'This declaration, together with the ap- 
pellation of ſiſter, muſt have very much 
aſtoniſhed Lewis and Loretta, if Mrs. Oſ- 
mond had not prepared them to regard the 
innocent impoſition as the only practicable 
means by which Sir William could himſelf 
have been admitted, or gained for them a 
paſſport to the fight of their mother ; fo 


that, quite void of ſuſpicion, they felt only 


grief, but felt it in the extreme, when, in 
anſwer to Sir William's queſtion, the wo- 
man replied, that her dear Lady was as 
quiet as ever, but, by what ſhe could ſee, 
her ſtrength ſor ſome days had been on the 


decline | 
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decline; becauſe, when led into the air, 


inſtead of walking as ſhe uſed to do, now 


ſne ſat down on the graſs, where ſor whole 
hours ſhe would pull daiſies, and throw 
them away, without looking at or caring 


for them. Then opening the door of a 


pretty parlour, ſhe begged they would be 
pleaſed to look out at the window, and 
convince themſelves that the had been tell- 
ing them no untruths, 


Mrs. Ofmond, taking the hands of her 
young friends, advanced to the window : 
ſhe ſaw Lewis's eyes fill with tears; ſhe 
felt Loretta's face recline on her boſom, 
whilſt Sir William, filently falling into a 
chair, kept himſelf in the back ground. 


Dear children of unfortunate parents,” 
ſaid Mrs. Oſmond, © reſerve your tranſ- 
ports to aid the motive for which I have 
brought you hither. See where your mo- 
ther ſits in lovelineſs ſupreme, but diveſted 
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of mental intelligence! Go to her, ny 
loves; caſt yourſelves into her arms; tell 
her you are her children her own Lewis! 
her own Loretta! And God give his 
bleſfing to your endeavours. 


They waited for no other permiſlion, 
but flew to the little garden. Their words 
- could not be heard, yet their actions fully 
diſplayed to the entranced ſenſes of their 
- benefactors (for Sir William as well as Mrs, 
Oſmond was now ſurveying them from 
the window) that nature was exerting her 
whole reſources to combat the dreadful 
uſurper Inſenſibility, which had ſo long 
ſet up her throne in the heart of a tender 
mother! 7 bf 


Well might Mrs. Oſmond ſay as ſhe did 
to the children of her adoption-—* See 
where your mother fits, in lovelineſs ſu- 
preme!” Had there been any ſtronger 
phraſe by which to expreſs her admiration, 
Yo f it 
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it is probable ſhe would have uſed it. The 
beautiful blank, with her head hanging on 
her boſom, reclined upon the green, em- 
ploying her taper fingers, as deſcribed by 
the nurſe, in plucking the tops' of graſs 
and buds of daiſies, which the afterwards 
dropped from her hands with the ſame va- 
cancy the had pulled them. Wrapped in 
a looſe white calico robe, neither attitude 
or inanimation could rob her figure of thoſe 


elegant graces which belong to the moſt. 


fmihed works of proportion. Her features 
were the features of Loretta; but, like 
Loretta's, they were not illumined by rays 
of the ſoul's divinity. ! Nl 
* Can you behold, Madam,” cried Sir 
William with energy, © can. you look on 
this once perfect creature, now fo defaced, 
ſo mutilated ! and not renounce all com- 
munication with her deſtroyer. ?” 
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The eyes of Mrs. Oſmond were ſuffuſed 
with tears—her voice ſuffocated with ſighs; 
the preſſed the hand of Sir William with 
friendly compaſſion, and, imperceptibly, 
drew him nearer to the ſcene, which had 
too much awaked their ſenſibility when 
contemplated at a diſtance, to make her 
apprehend that it could receive any aug- 
mentation by becoming actors, inſtead of 
remaining ſpectators. | 


It will not do!” cried Sir William, 
and turned back. Mrs. Oſmond proceed- 
ed, and ſtood by the fide of the affectionate 
little family, juſt in time to catch the faint- 
ing Loretta in her arms, who, overpowered 


by their ill ſucceſs to redeem the ſenſes of 
their intereſting parent, was finking down 


inſenſible by her fide ; whilft Lewis, now 
on his knees, now almoſt as much a ſtatue 
as his mother, with arms folded, eying the 
ruin of remorreleſs fate as if his aching 

| ſight 
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ſight was never to be ſatisfied with gazing 


on the beautiful yifion ! 


Mrs. Oſmond judging this firſt inter- 
view, which had been attended with no 
favourable ſymptom, had already laſted too 
long for the tranquillity of her protégées, 
hurried them from a ſpot they never would 
have quitted, but for thoſe ſweet commands, 
which to have reſiſted muſt have involved 
their grateful ſouls in all the torments of 
diſobedience ; but whilſt they promiſed 
ſubmiſſion to the will of their benefactreſs, 
they hung upon the neck of their ſenſeleſs 
mother, calling upon her to hear them, and 
covering her face with tears and kiſſes. 


Sir William reconducted them to the 
carriage, and ſeemed to breathe with 
greater freedom as he loſt ſight of the cot- 
tage and advanced towards Briſtol, where 


Mrs. Oſmond had promiſed the diſconſo- 


late Orphans of Snowdon they ſhould reſide 
H 6 a week 
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a week or a fortnight, at their own option, 
and every day reviſit their mother. This 
was a cordial conceſſion, which very much 
attuned their minds to compoſure, and in 


ſome degree renovated their depreſſed 
ſpirits. 


Not ſo the penitent betrayer of inno- 
cence, whoſe ſoul was every moment lia- 
ble to be pierced by the queſtions of thoſe 
very children, who looked up to the de- 
ſtroyer of their family as their own particu- 
lar friend, and whoſe grateful attentions 
conveyed the bittercſt reproaches. His 
melancholy viſibly gained ground after they 
entered the houſe, which had been hired 
at Clifton for the reception of Mrs. Oſmond 
and her party. 


The two ladies being gone to look at 
their apartments, and Lewis left alone with 
Sir William, he began, as was extremely 
natural, to talk of his mother. ys 
ir, 
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Sir,” ſaid the graceful youth, raiſing to his 
lips the hand of his benefactor, “ what is 
there of gratitude that my ſiſter and I are 
not indebted to your goodneſs in procuring 
for us the ſight of our unhappy parent ?— 
How ſweet, yet how ſad, the indulgence !” _ 


“ Unhappy, indeed !” repeated the qui- 
vering lips of Sir William; © but not one 
half ſo miſerable as the wretch whoſe vices 
forced her from the arms of your father 
robbed her of her children—obliterated 
memory—and aboliſhed reaſon for ever! 


« Alas! Sir, a man who could ad thus 
would not /peak as you do, or feel his 


crimes in the manner you ſuppoſe he feels 
them.” 
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He ſpared the honour of your mo- 
ther.“ 
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« Are you certain, Sir, that he did 
ſpare it ? ſo ſome perſon, unſeen, told 
us in the park; ſo Mrs. Oſmond has often 
aſſured us. But are yon, Sir- William, 
who have ſo nobly intercſted yourſelf in 
making the diſcovery of her abode, are yo, 
ſure that the villam who blaſted her ſenſes 
did not inſult her virtue?“ 


Never, Lewis! Never has your mo- 
ther's perſon been inſulted. I know her 
ſeducer—he is not quite abandoned quite 
transformed to a monſter ! He is penitent 
— his heart weeps tears of blood ! I know 
him—but his ſecret is my own—lI dare not 
reveal it—yet, in his name, I call on God 
to witneſs, that, to my own certain know- 
ledge, his villainy ended with the capture 
of her perſon, and that the purity of your 
- much-injured mother is inviolate.“ 


Then may God pardon him for all his 


other offences,” exclaimed Lewis ;—* all, 
all 
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all but the contamination of a parent's ho- 
nour a ſon may forgive!“ 


7 


Generous young man |!' The re- 
turn of Mrs. Oſmond with Loretta put a 


ſtop, and not a reluctant one, to what Sir 


William might have added. The change 
in his countenance did not paſs unobſerved 
by the repoſitor of his confidence; and the 
firſt moment they were alone together he 
ſuccinctly related the whole converſation 
which had paſſed between Lewis and him; 
declaring he would not go through ſuch 
another excruciating trial to be exempted 


from all the bodily complaints under which 


he laboured. - 


Sir William was fo unwell the following 
morning, that Mrs. Oſmond would not 
permit his attendance, but went without 
him to the cottage, leaving the carriage 
where it had waited the preceding day ; 
and ſtriking into the lane, unfollowed b 

any 
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any ſervant, walked upito the door, which 
was again opened by the-ſame attendant, as 
they had already ſeen, yet with fo different 
an. aſpect, as inſpired them with hope be- 
fore ſhe bad time to ſay—* Oh, Madam, 
I am glad you are come once more, and 
have brought thoſe young gentlefolks with 
vou. I. have feen—God be praiſed !—1 
have ſecn a change for the better ſince you 
was here yeſterday.” 


„ How !—when !—what !” aſked they 


all, in a breath, or rather breathleſs them. 


ſelves. © Has the ſpoke—has ſhe moved 
— has ſhe ſhewn any return of recollec- 
tion ?” 

„ She has fpoke,” ſaid the old dame, 
* which is the firſt time I have ever heard 
the ſound of her dear voice.” 


& Blefſed woman !“ cried Loretta. 


“Soul- 


lit 


Ne 


bat 
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„ Soul-healing comforter!” ſaid Lewis; 
whilſt Mrs. Oſmond defired ſhe would pro- 
ceed with her happy intelligence. | 


« I do not know, an't pleaſe your lady- 
{hip, that ever I was ſo frightened in my 
life as when the poor, dear ſoul, juſt after 
you-were gone away, burſt out a crying; 
and then laughing afterwards, ſhe ſaid two 
words, but I did not underſtand their 
meaning; and ſince then ſhe has been 
pretty much as uſual; yet I do think it, 
my Lady, a good ſign, for all that.“ 

« Certainly,” replied Mrs. Oſmond :— 
but let us try, if our preſence may not 


again revive this kindly ſpark of ſenſibi- 


97 


lity 

Alas! the experiment was made, but did 
not anſwer. They found the beautiful 
maniac ſitting in the little parlour, her 


back againſt the wall, her eyes immoveably 
fixed 
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fixed on the carpet, and her arms hanging, 
like thoſe of a dead perſon, cloſe on either 
ſide ;. nor could all the careſſes of her chil. 
dren, or all the efforts of Mrs. Oſmond, 
gain upon her attention, or make any 
change in her attitude. She ſuffered them 
to take up her hands, to hold them to bheir 
boſoms, to waſh them with their burning 
tears; but when they ceaſed to ſupport 
them, they fell down to their former poſi- 
tion: yet, in ſpite of their recent difap- 
pointment, at the end of two hours they 
left her, if not much enriched by hope, 
neither quite impoveriſhed by deſpair. 


Sir Willliam's joy, at the unexpected 
relation brought home to him by the young 
people, and confirmed by Mrs. Oſmond, 
was mingled with ſo much bitterneſs of 
retroſpection, ſuch convulſive fears that all 
his crimes would be unmaſked the firſt time 
the thould ſee him on the libration of her 
ſenſes, and that, in the true light of her 
oppreſſor, 


OF SNOWDON, 163 


oppreſſor, he muſt infallibly become odious 
to the now deareſt objects of his affection 
the orphan deſcendants of Montgomery 
—that the contrary emotions, all acting at 
once upon his debilitated frame, ſo greatly 
increaſed the hectic ſymptoms of decline, 
for which he had been ordered to travel, 
that Mrs. Oſmond, alarmed at his condi- 
tion, prevailed on him, without much dif- 
ficulty, to embark with Lewis on board a 
merchant ſhip bound to the Levant, and 
which would fail out of the port of Briſtol 


in two days. 


Theſe two days were paſſed by Lewis 
and Loretta at the feet of their inſenſible 
g mother; and whilſt they wept their own 
d, N ipproaching ſeparation from each other, 
ot they fancied their tears were only flowing 


ill WF for the lamentable ſtate of a ſuffering pa- 
nc rent. - 
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Mrs. Oſmond permitted them to viſt 
the cottage without her; glad to emplc 
the hours of their abſence in trying to hea 
the wounded heart of Sir William : and 
this arduous taſk, in ſome meaſure, ſh; 
effected, not only by adducing the firone. 
ſt arguments why he ought to be recon- 
ciled to his own conſcience, but by pr 
miſing, that, as long as he ſhould think i 
meceſſary to continue on the continent, ſhe 
would take upon herfelf the tender guar. 
dianſhip of Montgomery's unfortunate wi. 
dow: adding, that the better to diſcharg: 
her office, and to gratiſy the filial duty d 
Loretta, ſhe intended, with his leave, t» 

- eall in her way from the capital, and re- 
move the invalid, with her good old at. 


AJ to her own ae, 1 
* ; | ca 
2 mall ud the, tell. es ſweet Nett: 
girl what I now propoſe to you ; but, for kno! 


all our ſakes, I think it highly proper ber I fan 
gentle mind ſhould firſt be relieved from W's 
| the 
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the ſorrows which -have lately oppreſſed i 
and from thoſe the will experience at part- 
| Wing with her brother, by a little knowledge 

| Wot the world, a little innocent participation - 
n its pleafures ; and by this poſt I mean to 
form my daughter Acres that, in three 
weeks, ſhe may expect us in London.“ 


Stubborn muſt that ſelf-willed grief have 
deen which could have longer contended” 
gainſt ſuch ſtrong forces of gracious com- 
miſeration and ſoothing ftrains of huma- 
my! The voice of Mrs Oſmond ſounded: 
in the ears of Sir William like the voice of 
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heaven ! |: He blefled her, and was himſelf 


To fay, and, to do, had never but one 
meaning with this excellent woman. Lo- 
ect MWretta felt leſs at parting with Lewis, by 
for Mknowing ſhethould hereafter be the con- 
ant companion of her mother; yet that 
% amounted, perhaps, to more real woe 

on 
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on both ſides than ever before marked tlie 
ſeparation of brother and ſiſter, becauſe fey 
have been bound by any ties ſtronger than 
thoſe of blood; tlioſe of ſimilar virtues, thoſe 
of ſimilar misfortunes, had much more 
firmly united the ſouls of Lewis and Lo- 
retta. 


. Mrs. Oſmond's motives for viſiting Lady 
Acres ſo many months antecedent to the 
commencement of winter, were founded 
on the preſent ſituation of affairs. She 
was advancing into the vale of years; and 
ſhe had alſo, advanced as far as Briſtol in 
her way to the metropalis; ſo that, one 
conſideration balancing the other, ſome- 
thing remained on the ſide of proceeding, 
rather than undergo the fatigues of twice 
again remeaſuring the ſame road through 
which ſhe had travelled at the call of cha- 
_ rity; beſides that, by this arrangement 
Loretta would ſooner be ſolacing in the 
duteous office of nurſe to a diſabled mo- 

ther 
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cher than if their journey had been delayed 
bs a later period, for on their return from 
London, and. not before, Mrs. Oſmond 
had determined the ill-fated parent ſhould: 
become a part of her family at the Lodge. 


Loretta, who dearly loved Miſs Acres, 
more. dearly perhaps than ſhe was beloved 
by. any other body, Lewis excepted, was 
ſubject to a violent conteſt between the 
pleaſure of meeting her, and pain at part- 
ing, even for a few months, with her new- 
found treaſure, which, miſer like, ſhe would 
have contemplated without ſatiety, though 


uſeleſs to its owners, to others, and to it- 
e- ſelf. 


ce Whatever were her mental ſtruggles, 
gh Loretta did not oppoſe. them to the will of 
la- her revered: benefactreſs, who had now the 
ent goodneſs to go with her every day to the 
the cottage, during three weeks that they ſtaid 
10- I at Briſtol, to watch if one more ſpark of 
reaſon 
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reaſon may not rekindle in the dark abode 
of vacancy. : Alas! for this bleſſing they 
waited in vain; and Lady Acres having 
written to her mother, to fa every thing 
was prepared for her reception in town, ſhe 
did not protract her. journey, but told the 
attendant in preſence of | her inſenſible 
charge, on the day before their departure, 
that ſhe was going to take Loretta with her 
for a few months to London, and in her 
way home ſhould call for the poor invalid, 
as well as herſelf, to carry them to her own 
refidence, where they, would be taken bet- 
ter care of than in their ſolitary cottage. 


When Loretta, for the laſt time, preſſed 
the inſcnſible form of her mother, and laid 
her warm glowing lips to the cold faded 
cheeks of maternal inanimation, the ago- 
nies of her ſoul were not to be diſguiſed. — 
Her ſilial emotions extremely affected Mrs. 
Oſmond they did more the eyes of the 
beautiful ſtatue moved in their ſockets, and 

ſeemed 
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preſſion. But, ah! it was the flaſh of a 
moment! In another inſtant they were 
fixed ſtronger than ever. They ſtaid by 
her ſide many hours without being cheered 


reaſon. 


I have heard of knowing people, who 
will tell you by a ſpecimen of penmanſhip, 
whether finely traced with a crow quil, or 
n WW rough drawn like what is vulgarly called 
- Wl the Devil's Writing, in St. John's College, 
the very ſoul and temper of the ſcribe; but, 
in my opinion, the Mind ſhews her fea- 
tures much plainer by the contents of an 
epiſtle than by the ciphers which convey 
ed mem. For ſtile, ſentiment, and diſcrimi- 
O- WW nation, we are indebted to nature; for the 
cut of our letters, to education; ſo that 
rs. ¶ what we poſſeſs of ourſelves belong to our- 
| ſelves; but thoſe good or bad qualities 
which are to be diſtinguiſhed in the ſtroke 
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ſeemed as if trying for the language of ex- 
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of a pen, muſt as certainly belong to our 
writing-maſters. 


Lady Acres was remarkable for writing 
a fine hand; for pure orthography, for 
chaſte diction, always correct, becauſe al- 
ways ſtudied ; and, above all, for ſpreading 
ſentiment on paper, the application of 
which cauſing no irritation, of courſe could 
effect no great operation on the ſoul of 
ſenſibility, which will be more touched 
with one meſſage from the heart than a 
thouſand from the head. 


In anſwer to Mrs. Oſmond's annuncia- 
tion of an early viſit, her Ladyſhip's whole 
letter famed with tenderneſs; but the 
warmth of her expreſſions did not extend 
to Loretta: of her the only ſaid, that the 
could ſleep with her woman, whom ſhe 
could alſo aſſiſt in making preparations for 
the marriage of Miſs Acres, which would 
take place as ſoon as Mr. Melbourn ar- 


rived ; 
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rived ; and the young people had been in- 
troduced to each other. 


Genuine was the joy of Harriet, and ex- 
treme the pleaſure teſtified by Lady Acres, 
at ſeeing her excellent mother, allowing 
only for its want of ftability ; for, even in 


the very firſt moments of their mecting, - 


her thoughts were diverted from what ſhe 
called her ſupreme happineſs by a thouſand 
little domeſtic cares, which might with 


' propriety have been deferred to another 


ſcaſon—ſuch as ringing violently firſt for 
one ſervant, then for another: His was de- 
termined to tire her by his careleſſneſs ; the 
flowers which coſt her ſo much in Covent 
Garden but yeſterday were dying for want 
of water; that had diſplaced her work- 
baſket—now riſing to bruſh off a fly 
which had innocently taken its ſtation on 
a picture—and now wiping with-her own 
cambric handkerchief ſomething ſhe fan- 
cied to be duſt from the face of a mirror 


till, 
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till, at laſt, Mrs. Oſmond, more wearied 
by this ſort of trifling than by the fatigue 
of travelling, went to take ſome repoſe be- 
fore dinner, ſupported on one hand by her 
grand-daughter, and on the other by her 
foundling ; ſaying to Lady Acres, who of- 
fered to accompany her to her bed-cham- 
ber, No, my dear; I ſhall at preſent, in 
conſideration of your many family employ- 
ments, diſpenſe with your attendance: theſe 
good children ſhall be your ſubſtitutes till 
we meet at table.“ 


To this ſo gently-intended rebuke Lady 
Acres, miſtaking it for a particular indul- 
gence, replied -“ My dear Madam, you 
are always ſo kind, fo conſiderate—l have, 
to be ſure, enough on my hands, and thall 
as long as negligent ſervants are in the 
world, tor ſo long they will be my tor- 
ment! But, pray, let me attend you.” 


40 By 
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* By no means, my dear Give my 


love to Sir John, if he ſhould come home 
before I am viſible,” 


Sir John Acres, in compliment to his 
expected gueſt, came home that day ſooner 
than uſual. We have ſaid, in a former 
part of our hiſtory, that he was a good- 


not be of the firſt rate, but his heart was 
open, kind, and liberal ; and had his wife's 
diſpoſition better ſuited to his own, he, of 
all mankind, would have delighted the moſt 


| in chearful domeſtication ; that is to ſay, 
. if the ſociety he loved could have been col- 


lected under his own roof with as much 
1 eaſe as under any other ; but that the for- 
mality of his lady rendered impoſſible. 


Next to preciſion Lady Acres doated on 
ſnew; two of the greateſt enemies ſocial 
conviviality has to contend with, for which 


I 3 reaſon 


humoured man: his underſtanding might 
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Treaſon it is a marvel to meet them to- 
gether. 


When the miſtreſs of a family ſits freez- 
ing at the head of her table, I mean with 
a freezing countenance, the chill is apt to 
circulate round it; wit ſtagnates, conver- 
ſation limps, and pleaſanty falls aſleep in 
the cradle of ceremony. 


Frequent were the dinners, or rather the 
lullaby parties, at which Lady Acres pre- 
ſided; but as neither cards, dance, or 
ſong, were called upon to fill up the va- 
cant evening hours, and petits /oupts being 
quite out of her Ladyſhip's invariable plans 
of entertainment; as ſoon, therefore, as 
coffee had brought up the rear of all other 
good things, Sir John, rather than put his 
wife out of her ſtraight line, would adjourn 
with the gentlemen who happened to be his 
gueſts at dinner to ſup with them at a ta- 

vern, 
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vern, where, at a very great expence, and 
conſiderable loſſes at play, he would con- 
vince them that what they found deficient 
in the warmth of hoſpitality from whence 
they came had no part in his nature, and 
ought not to be charged to his account. 


Lady Acres having thus got rid of her 


gentlemen viſitors, it follows of courſe that 


the departure of her lady friends was at no 
great diſtance ; it being pretty well under- 
ſtood that we never labour at our toilets to 
catch the admiration of one another ; nor, 
were ſuch dinners given every day, ſhould 
we be under the terrible neceſſity of toiling 
to ſo little purpoſe, whilſt ſo many box 
doors ſtand invitingly open to receive diſ- 


trefſed maids, wives, and widows, of this 
deſcription. 


Another of Lady Acres' peculiarities 
muſt not be paſſed over in filence, conſi- 


dering ſuch communications in the light 
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beacons, which may teach my readers how 
to ſteer clear of the ſhoals and quiekſands 
often fatal to matrimonial happineſs. It 
was always the cuſtom of her Ladyſhip, 
when Sir John withdrew to clubs or taverns, 
and her company were all departed, to 
wait his return, in full dreſs, till three, 
four, ſometimes till five or fix o'clock in 
the morning; at all times he was ſure to 


find her a fixture in her dreſſing- room, ei- 


ther working or reading. Her words did 
not reproach his irregularities, but he fan- 
cied he ſaw it in her looks, and was ſure he 
felt it in her preſence. 


At firſt he tried to difſuade her from 
ſuch unſeaſonable hours, for her own fake, 
as they could not but be injurious to a 
young lady who had never been uſed to any 
other than the regular ones obſerved in 
moſt country houſes. To which ſhewould 


reply, that they would be no worſe for her 


* for himſelf. 
He 
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He went again to the tavern, and ſhe to 10 
her needle. Afterwards he had recourſe to 38 
various others means to conquer her ridi- 1 
culous propenſity for watching ; ſtill ſhe was 1 
incorrigible. At laſt, being quite out of 
patience with her obſtinacy, he did not 
come home for ſeveral nights, but when 
his party broke up walked about the parks 
till he knew ſhe was, with all due order, 
placed at the breakfaſt table. It was then 
he would join her in perfect good-humour, 
| yet refuſe to give any account of where or 
how he had paſſed the night; neither did 

he enquire how ſhe had diſpoſed of herſelf. 


1 
AR. — 


1 At length the reſentment ſhe ſtruggled 
to conceal vented its force in accuſations 
a of his intending utterly to deſtroy her con- 
ſtitution, by compelling her to fit up three 
n nights running, when, if he had but told 
her he did not mean to come home, there 
would have been no occaſion for her mak- 
ng him ſuch a ſacrifice. 
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“ My dear creature,” ſaid Sir John, “it 
is to preſerve your conſtitution, for which 
I have the ſincereſt tenderneſs, that F give 
you this juft cauſe of complaint. When I 
find you do not endanger your health by 
any ſuperfluous accommodation to the 
hours I keep, my reformation is at hand ; 
but never ſhall T be more regular until you 
ſet me the example.” 


She did ſet him the example; from 
which time they have lived in as much har- 
mony as can be ſuppoſed when two ex- 
tremes are united : her pleaſures were all 
domeſtic, his foreign; her buſineſs to ſave, 
his to ſquander ; her delight to torment, 
his to live quiet himſelf, and not to diſturb 
the quiet of others. 


In affection to their amiable daughter 
they both agreed, but in the mode of evin- 
cing it, again they divided. Sir John 
praiſed every thing Harriet ſaid or did; his 

Lady 
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Lady found fault with every thing done or 1 
ſaid by Harriet: one fearing diſcouragement of 
might hurt her ſpirits, the other that en- 
couragement might make her aſſuming; ſo 
that ſhe would inevitably have been un- 
comfortably ſituated, when ſhe ſaw herſelf 
a bone of contention between two parents 
whom ſhe loved and honoured, if ſhe had 
not, as ſhe grew towards womanhood, been 
happily ſpared from that misfortune by hl 
father's conſideration for his own peace, 
which made him confine his fondneſs to 
private interviews, and all his little tokens 
of liberality to abſolute ſilence. 
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The intended marriage was entirely a 
work of the mother's, to which the father 
could ſee no objections; or if he had ſeen 
any, it is odds that he would not have been 
at the trouble of contending them. The 
young lady herſelf was the only perſon diſ- 
ſatisfied: the alliance was, in her eſtima- 
tion, far from defirable ; and the mode of 
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its being propoſed offenſive to her delicacy. 
Beſides all theſe obſtructions to her heart, 
there was a ſweet penſive recollection of 
Lewis, whoſe image barred it againſt all 
intruders known or un. She did not 
ſo much as ſuſpect what might be his opi- 
nion of her; but the partiality of her ſen- 
timents for him, though concealed even 
from his ſiſter, was deciſive, 


- 5 Sir John Acres diſcovered much ſatisfac- 
tion in the new acquiſition to his family 
party: Mrs. Oſmond, the moſt chearful as 
well as moſt excellent of women ; Loretta, 
the fortunate copieſt of all her graces, all 
her virtues, with a face reſplendent in love- 
lineſs, a form ſhaped by proportion, ani- 
mated by vivacity ; how was it poſſible 

_ ſuch inducements ſhould not give him a 
* higher reliſh for home than any of which 
he had yet been ſenſible; or who will won- 
der that he now found no place fo pleaſant 
as his home? or that he ſhould ſeek, by 

EY every 
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every means 1n his power, to obtain amuſe- 
ment for thoſe to whom he was ſo much 
| indebted for his own, which he frequently 
acknowledged to be the moſt pleaſing, as 


well as the moſt rational, he had ever be- 
fore experienced ? 


The ſeaſon happened to be pecuharly 
favourable to his purſuits, for though ſum- 


Wh 

mer was far advanced the town was ſtill bl 

; full of the beft company. He gave balls L 
V himſelf, and conducted the ladies to others 
8 given by his friends. He eſcorted them to 


, Richmond, Windſor, and through all the 
Il little faſhionable excurſions adopted by the 
"s ton, who prefer an artificial winter in Lon- 
i- don to the clear atmoſphere of a country 
reſidence, many of whom only know when 


it is ſummer by the flowers contained ig 
their vaſes. 1 
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Theſe multiplying parties were not quits : 
to the taſte of Mrs. Oſmond, yet ſhe con- 


formed 
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formed to them on account of Loretta, to 
whom ſuch ſcenes had the charm of no- 
velty, although by no means that of capti- 
vation ; for when ſhe ſhould have been 
liſtening to the ſounds of vocal harmony, 
ſhe was thinking on the melancholy ſilence 
that involved the fate of her mother. If 
ſhe danced, the ſame idea pervaded her 
| imagination: ſhe ſaw her fitting on the 
graſs-plat, or, ſtatue-like, fixed to her chair 
in the ſmall cottage parlour ! Then would 

| ber heart beat—her ſteps falter—the figure 
| be forgotten—and nothing remembered 

| but the image her reflections had conjur- 


ed up. - 


The young men who followed her every 
where, to teſtify their admiration and ex- 
eite her attention, failed to excite it, be- 


perſons or manners which bore the fainteſt 

| _ reſemblance to Lewis; neither the modeſt 
| reſerve with which ſhe received their com- 
| pliments, 


cauſe ſhe could not find any thing in their 
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pliments, when ſhe could not eſcape their bi 
troubleſome aſſiduities, neither the anxiety Wo. 
ſhe evinced to eſcape from them, preſerved 
her from becoming, more than ever, the 
object of Lady Acres' diſlike, not to ſay 
averſion, who meanly feared for the heart 
of her ſon-in-law elect, if he ſhould chance 
to arrive before her mother ſhould be in- 
clined to convey this formidable * 
back to the ſhades of Devonſhire. 


At firſt ſhe determined to put the un- 
offending orphan on the footing of an 
humble companion ; but this defign ſhe 
had more than one reaſon for changing. 
Loretta was too handſome to occupy fo 
near a vicinity to the perſon of Harriet, 
who, though pleaſing beyond the powers 
of deſcription, was by no mean a regular . 
beauty; and Mrs. Oſmond treated her 
with ſo much tenderneſs, that her Lady- 


{hip had good reaſon to ſuppoſe any mark- 
- ed diſrepect ſnewn to her favourite woul@ 


not 
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not paſs unreſented; eſpecially as ſhe could 
hope for no aſſiſtance in her plan of humi- 
liation either from Sir John or Miſs Acres, 
whom, ſhe would often complain to her 
woman, ſeemed to be quite as much infa- 


tuated with the little beggar-girl as Mrs. 
Oſmarid herſelf. 


Thus obliged to confine the rankling 
worm of jealouſy to the precincts of her 
own boſom, a decent civility prefided in 
her conduct towards Loretta, whilſt ſhe 
contented herſelf with giving private lec- 
tures to Harriet on the impropriety of 
forming intimacies with inferior girls, pick- 
ed up nobody knew how, come from no- 


body knew where, and were made into 


gentlewomen nobody knew why. 


". Miſs Acres always liſtened to her mo- 
ther's documents with filial ſubmiſſion.— 
Her remonſtrances in favour of Loretta 
were often forcible, never offenſive : ſome- 


times 
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times they extracted a ſmile, more fre- 
quently produced a frown, and never ended 
without ſevere commands to avoid entering 
into any childiſh, romantic friendſhip with 
the protegtes of her grandmother. 


Mr. Melbourn had not yet appeared. 
His mother was a well-bred woman, but 
haughty, and of whom Harriet ſeemed to 
ftand in as much awe as of her own mo- 
ther. As to Loretta, ſhe came in for no 
ſhare of her notice, Lady Acres having 
poiſoned the mind of her friend with the 
ſame ſuſpicions as ſhe entertained reſpect- 
ing the-danger of her ſon, ſhould he re- 
turn whilſt that faſcinating girl continued 
to make a part of her family; and it actu- 
ally was by the contrivance of theſe ma- 
naging ladies that the arrival of Mr. Mel- 
bourn had been protracted, his mother 
having written to requeſt he would lengthen 
his ſtay at Paris until ſhe ſhould inform him 


that his preſence at home was neceſſary; 


and 
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and, fo little predilection had he for com- 
meneing benedict, that he readily fell in 
with every ſtipulation favourable to delay. 


Mrs. Oſmond had entered into the tenth 
week of her viſit, when ſhe received very 
ſatigfactory and affectionate letters from Sir 
William Jones and Lewis, as alſo did Lo- 
retta from the latter, the contents of which 
ſhe only ſhewed to the gentle Harriet, in 
the triumph of joy, without obſerving that 
ſhe did not monopolize the whole of its in- 
fluence; a diſcovery ſhe might have ſoon 
made, had ſhe looked for its ſymptoms in 
the ſparkling eyes and glowing cheeks of 
her agitated confidant. 


| Loretta, at the end of another fortnight, 


+; heard, with tranſports, the commands of 


her benefactreſs to prepare for their re- 


moval to the dear Lodge in four days; nor 


did Lady Acres exert many efforts to de- 
tain them ; declaring, if her beloved mo- 
| | ther 


th 
WI 


pr 
th 


ro: 
eit 


OF SNOWDON. 187 


ther would not conſent to ſtay the whole 
winter, ſhe ſhould be miſerable to have her 
protract her long journey to a later ſeaſon, 
the days being already too ſhort, and the 
roads too much broken, to make travelling 
either very ſafe, or very pleaſant. 


Sir John would have pleaded on the 
contrary fide to his wife, but he ſaw that it 
muſt be to no purpoſe. 


Miſs Acres did plead, but received fo 
ſweet a denial, as at once filenced her im- 
portunities, and conſoled her for the for- 
rows of approaching ſeparation, which was 
to be followed by a viſit from the whole fa- 
mily on the ſubſequent ſummer; © when,” 
ſaid her Ladyſhip, “ we ſhall bring an ad- 
ditional relation, whoſe merit will, enſure 
his welcome.” 


Harriet ſighed ; but being a philoſopher 
in the government of her paſſions, ſhe 
| made 
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made no reply to the infinuation, which, 
nevertheleſs a little alarmed her; for though 
ſhe had made up her mind that her heart 
and hand ſhould. never be divided, either 
by authority or perſuaſion, yet was ſhe 


as fully determined patiently to wait the 


arrival of Algernon Melbourn, to ſee him 
without prejudice ; to conſider her attach- 
to Lewis as a girliſh impreſſion, utterly im- 
poſſible ever to meet the approbation of 
her parents, of courſe deſerving her beſt 
endeavours to eradicate, and never to raiſe 
it as a bar againſt treating with reſpect any 
pemon who came recommended by them to 
her choice: conceſſion greater than this 
ſhe thought neither duty or prudence could 
bald: -- | 


Would all young. ladies adopt the ſame 
medium between madly purſuing a firſt 
imprudent or ill-fated prepoſſeſſion, and 
yet preſerve to themſelves the freedom of 
ſacrificing the rights of inclination at the 
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ſurine of avarice or indiffence, how much 
of miſery and repentance might be ſpared 
the thoughtleſs, the giddy, the romantie 
beings, who, perhaps, at ſome time of their 
lives have been in the ſituation of Harriet 
Acres, without practiſing her leſſon of ſelf- 


dominion? 


Let no ſlumbering mortal dream that 
their cup of life is ſo ſilled to the brink with 
+ | fects, that no room remains for any in- 
a fuſion of bitters : ſuch dreamers, if ſuch 


e 
y there are, muſt awake to diſappointment ; 
and to ſuch will the nauſcous draught 


be more unpalatable than to thoſe whoſe 
10 expectations are more rational, and who 
receive, with equanimity of ſoul, all, whe- 
ther good or evil, which is preſented to 
them by the hand of unerring Providence. 
* Loretta, on the eve of leaving London, 
counted amongſt her choiceſt felicities, pre- 
he ſent and in future, the apparent good 


health 
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health of her patroneſs, and her ſpeedy re- 
union to a parent whom the ties of blood 
and the viſitation of God had doubly en- 
deared to her affections. Ah!” cried 
ſhe, © how ſoon now will the delightful 
taſk be mine to attend her ſteps, to ſleep 
by her fide, to watch the firſt dawning of 
reanimated reaſon | Happy, happy Lo- 
retta !** ſhe had almoſt ſaid, in the fulneſs 
of her heart, © thy cup of bleſſings is full, 
and the return of a mother's ſenſes will 
make it run over!“ 


Let us ſee what was the foundation of 
thoſe fond expectations; and let us alſo 
admire, if poſſible imitate, that dignified 
_ Chriſtian fortitude which enabled the young, 
the beautiful, the ſanguine daughter of 
Montgomery mildly to reſign her faireſt 
_ proſpects, and with ſubmiſſive courage 
emerge from the ſhrine of proſperity into 
the gloom of adverſity 


I ſhould 
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I ſhould rather any pen but mine were 
employed toſketch the outlines of Fortune's 
ſad reverſe; or that any heart leſs ſuſcep- 
tible than my own were to fill them up 
with the colouring of ſenſibility !—ſevere 
the taſk !—ſeverer the feelings which muſt 
attend the adventurous artiſt who boldly 
dares the undertaking ! 


| Mrs. Oſmond, finding Loretta was in- 
| Wl tended to ſhare the bed of her daughter's 

woman, had, to ſcreen her from an ar- 

rangement ſo humiliating, without break- 
fing in on Lady Acres' convenience, ſigni- 
Oo Wl fied a wiſh that ſhe might ſleep on a ſmall 
d I pallet by the fide of her own, to which her 
Ladyſhip more readily conſented, becauſe, 
in making the requeſt, her mother had 
placed her prozegee in the very light ſhe de- 
tired ever to behold her. She had faid 
Loretta muſt be near her perſon by night 
as well as by day, being at a loſs what to 


id do without the attendance of her littlè 


hand- 
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hand-maiden : a phraſe meant in fondneſs, 
but conſtrued into an expreſſion of ſervi- 
tude, and which Lady Acres did not fail 
to whiſper through the large circle of her 
acquaintance, that the young perſon which 
ſhe brought about with her had been bred 
up with the view of ſucceeding to the of- 
fice of her mother's femme de chambre, but 
had the art to gain ſo much on her miſ- 
 treſs's affection, that ſhe would go no where 
without her; “ and this muſt be,” the 
would add, © my apology for bringing her 
into circles, to mix with which the has no 
other pretenſion than my mother's partia- 
lity, who is ſo excellent a woman (but for 
this one error in judgment), ſo truly en- 
titled to my reſpectful duty, that there is 
no condeſcenſion I could not make, even 
to this one only weakneſs, rather than the 
| ſhould be contradicted or offended by my 
interfering with a whim, which, it muſt be 
acknowledged, is wonderfully unaccount- 


wle.“ 
| Such 
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Such were always the comments of her 
Ladyſhip; and nobody can doubt but that 
the effect produced by them threw the ſiſ- 
ter of Lewis pretty diſtant in the back 
ground of faſhionable aſſociations. 

In the fulleſt confidence that her happi- 
neſs would commence on the morrow, Lo- 
retta, lively as a lark, for the laſt time at- 
tended Mrs. Oſmond to her chamber, and, 


of the good Lady, with her friend the amia- 
ble Harriet, ſat beſide her toilet, entertaining 
-der with that fort of ſweet prattle which 
jr may not deſerve the name of converſation, 
\- et ought to be ranked amongſt thoſe 
is © agrecable nothings which are a thouſand 
n times more intereſting. 


ay The clock ſtruck one before the little 
be I affectionate party ſeparated, when Loretta, 
\t- being left alone with her adored protectreſs, 

opened the fide curtain (as was always her 
ich VOL, II, K 


whilſt her ſervant put on the night-cloaths 


cuſtom), 
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cuſtom), knelt down by her bed, to re- 
ceive the embrace and the bleſſing, with- 
out which her repoſe would have been 
robbed of its ſweeteſt comfort, 


“God bleſs you, my love!“ ſaid Mrs. 
Oſmond ; “ for ever bleſs the darling child 
of my heart !—and God bleſs our dear 
Lewis !-——So now we will go to reſt; but 
take care that you do not let me ſleep too 


long in the morning. 


| Loretta's thoughts were ſo agreeably em- 
ployed on her approaching change of ſitu- 
ation, with the delightful conſequences 
attendant on her removal to the country, 
that it was a very long time before her ſpi- 
rits were enough compoſed to admit of that 
profound ſtillneſs which is generally the 
forerunner of ſleep; but no ſooner had it 
ſeized on her ſenſes than they were again 
rouſed by a deep-drawn figh, which ſeem- 
ed to iflue from the bed of Mrs. Oſmond, 
ESE and 


tell 
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and made that of Loretta tremble under 
her as if it had been ſhaken by an earth- 
quake, | 


Without knowing by what unformed 
fears her whole frame was thus agitated, ' 
ſhe ſtarted from her pillow, ſat upright, 
looked round the room, watched, liſtened, 
but neither ſaw or heard any thing. 
all was ſilent but her own unappeaſed ap- 
prehenſions. She ſtepped from her low 
couch, walked to the chimney, caught up 
a pierced lanthorn which contained the 
- BE zliimmering ruſh-ligbt, and with an un- 
S WW fieady hand advanced it almoſt cloſe to the 
„face of her anxiouſly beloved Lady, who, 
with joy equal to what her terrors had been, 
il W ſhe ſaw had not ſo much as changed the 
© poſition in which ſhe left her, and return- 
it ing to her own bed, afterwards ſlept fo 
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in ſoundly as not to awaken till called upon, * 
in a whiſpering voice, by the ſervant, to iN 
d, I ten her it was near eight o'clock, and to T 
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aſk, if ſhe did not pleaſe to get up a little 


before it was neceſſary to diſturb her own 
miſtreſs. 


Though ſorry to be rouſed from a dream 
the moſt flattering to her affections, which 


repreſented her two mothers, one by na- 


ture, the other by adoption, both young, 


both more beautiful -- than reality ever 
brought to the viſion of her ſight, and both 
ſpreading them arms to invite her to their 
boſoms; yet Loretta, with all her reluc- 


tance to ſeparate from the ſhadow, gaily 
aroſe to meet, as ſhe ſuppoſed, the very 


{ubſtance of happineſs. 


The ſoundreſs of this expected happi- 
neſs was the firſt object to engage her at- 


tention. She peeped through the curtain, 
ſtill ſhe ſaw Mrs. Oſmond in the ſame poſ- 
ture, and ſtill ſleeping fo ſweetly, that, after 


making herſelf ready, ſhe took a ſtation 
near the bed, and would not permit that 


3 Mrs. 


for whom breakfaſt had been long waiting. 


much her mother would be diſappointed =—' 
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Mrs. Oſmond ſhould be awakened until 
ſhe gave ſome indication of ſtirring ; ſay- 
ing, the chocolate might as well be brought 
to her chamber before ſhe dreſſed, which, 
altogether, would take up no more time 
than whiltt the horſes were putting to; and 
to this reſolution ſhe adhered till Lady 
Acres, accompanied by Harriet, came up 1 
to ſee what had become of the travellers, 1 


Lady Acres declared herſelf diſpleaſed 
with the caution the tender caution—of 
Loretta; and bidding her recollect how 


in the diſpoſition of her time by this offi- 
cious delay, threw open the curtains, ery- 
ing out, in a voice of fretfulneſs, © My 
dear Madam, I. am ſorry to diſturb you; 
but theſe creatures would, I believe, have 


let you ſleep to eternity, if I had not comb 
to enliven their indolence. * N 4 * 
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They would let you fleep to etermty |—— 
Ah! that a ſentence pronounced in ſport 
ſhould have already received the awful fa: 
of tremendous fate! It had ſealed up 
thoſe eyes for ever, the opening of which 
was fo anxiouſly expected! Already was 
the body of Mrs. Oſmond repoſing behind 
the dark curtain of eternity !—already was 
her pure ſoul flown to the boſom of that 
Saviour by whoſe blood it had been puri- 
fied !—and the ſigh which alarmed Loretta 
muſt have been that which wafted her ſpi- 
rit to a bright heaven of recompenſe 


« Indeed ſhe does fleep very ſound,” 
faid Lady Acres, after repeating her ſum- 
mons more than once, without hearing her 
| ſpeak, or ſceing her move. What can 
be the matter, I wonder? I hope nobody 
has preſumed to mak? her ſwallow any 
wag of a compoſing nature without con- 
Wing me, and without the advice of 19 

yſician !” 


« Ah! 
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60 Ah!” cried Loretta,“ I have never 
in my life, Madam, ſeen my dear Lady 
take any ſort of medicine ; her ſleep there- 
fore muſt be refreſhing, becauſe it is cer- 
tainly natural.” 
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Lady Acres now gently touched the hand 
of her mother, which lay extended on the 
coverlid, whilſt her death-clad cheek reſted 
on the other: then drawing ſuddenly back, 
; declared it was impoſſible ſhe could be well, 
ber ſkin was ſo cold, and fo altogether un- 
comfortable ! 
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* Loretta and Miſs Acres, ſhocked by the 
bare idea of any indiſpoſition falling on 
r the deareſt object of their love and reve- 
in rence, eagerly advanced, but were com- 
ly manded with ſeverity to ſtand back, that 
5 the air might freely circulate ; ſaying, if 
n- | they muſt buſy themſelves, they would doi 
ny well to throw up the windows, and not; 2 
1 crowd 
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crowd about a fick bed, which, for its 
cloſeneſs, was already quite ſuffocating ! 


Mrs. Oſmond's: ſervant had caught up a 
bottle of hartſhorn, and whilſt the young 
ladies opened the ſaſhes ſhe paſſed her arr 
under her .miſtreſs's neck to lift her head 
from the pillow, but, letting it fall again, 
the exclaimed—< Oh, Almighty God! my 
Lady; my dear Lady is dead —ſtiff dead!” 


Gentle reader, would you deſire more of 
this terrible ſcene ?——Ah, no !——your 
heart and mine muſt be made of the ſame 
materials ;—what, for tears, I'cannot write, 


you, from ſympathy, would not be able to 


read! For your ſake, then, as well as my 
own, we will paſs over in ſilence the moſt 
wretched ſcene of Loretta's life !—the day 
on which ſhe loſt what was dearer to her 
than life !—a day that again reduced her 


to a worſe than her firſt orphan ſtate !—a 


. day 
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FOO ſo dark, ſo terrible, as no oF * hope 


could e . 


Lady A a or affected to be, in 


ſuch extreme agonies of ſorrow, as to draw 


the attention of Sir John, Harriet, even of 
Loretta, from every other object, to fix it 
on herſelf. One hyfteric fit ſucceeded to 
another; ſo that, till late in the evening, 
the chamber of death was deſerted by every 
body but juſt the people neceſſary to attend 
the body, and perſorm the mn offices of 
is art | 

| Aficio feemed to have ſoftened the 
heart of Lady Acres in favour of the poor 
Loretta: as often as ſhe would have flid 
from her apartment to viſit the precious re- 
mains: of her more than parent, her Lady- 
ſhip; whether in or out of her hyſteries; 
would detain her by force; ſhe could not 


bear to Joſe fight of the ſweet girl ſo be- 


loved by her ſainted mother! Even Har- 
K 5 riet 
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riet was leſs diſtinguiſhed by the violence 
of her fondneſs than was the barrowed 
daughter of Montgomery. Incapable of an- 
ſwering theſe wonderful tokens of new- born 
partiality by any other mode than paſlive 
obedience, ſhe fat for ſeveral hours immoy- 
able by her fide, like another Niobe, diſ- 
ſolved in tears, and ſcarcely more animated 
than the beautiful maniac of the. cottage, 
except that her hands were clafped toge- 
ther, and her eloquent eyes caſt up to hea- 
ven, with woe ſo expreſſive, that, more 


than once, the good-humoured Sir John 


had made ſome efforts to draw her from his 
wife's chamber, together with Harriet, 
whoſe grief was: only inferior to Loretta's, 
becauſe in lofing one tender parent ſhe did 
not loſe all; ftill ſhe had parents, friends, 
fortune !|——Loretta's a// was gone! No 
| parents !—no friends !—no fortune no 
protection !—no hope remained to. Lo- 
retta! ; . 


| When- 
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Whenever Sir John propoſed that the two 
lovely mourners ſhould go with him either 
to the garden, or at leaſt to a more diſtant 
apartment, Lady Acres would ſcream ſo 
violently, as made it inconſiſtent with his 
compaſſion, as a huſband, as well as a 
double tax on his indolence, to oppoſe any 
longer his own will to the will of n- wife, 
but, heartily tired of being himſelf an ac- 
tor in the tragedy, he retired to another 
room, and finding her Ladyſhip very much 
recovered, the next morning, by her per- 
ſuafion, he ſet out for his eſtates in Nor- 
thumberland, where he had buſineſs that 
would detain him ſome months, and where 
he was expected, having appointed to bee 
gin his journey on the ſame day that the 


accident happened in his family, which un- 


ayoidably detained him. 


As long as Sir John continued in the 


houſe, ſo long Lady Aeres never loſt fight 


of Loretta, She fancied he might, in the 
WO! - fulneſs 
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fulneſs of humanity, offer her a more in- 
dependent patronage than ſuited with her 
own froſt-bitten plans of generoſity ; that 
he would either make her a decent provi- 
ſion, to the diſadvantage of her daughter's 
fortune, or give her an eſtabliſhment in his 
family on the ſame footing enjoyed by her 
during the life time of Mrs. Oſmond ; a 
ſituation equally threatening to the many 
real, yet inferior, charms of her daughter. 


With Sir John vaniſhed all the fears, all 
the cares, and all the artificial kindneſs 
Lady Acres had entertained on the ſcore of 
Loretta, who was now ſo much the miſtreſs 
of her time, as to dedicate the whole of it, 
without intermiſſion, where her ſorrowing 
ſoul could indulge in the luxury of 1ad- 
neſs only to be perfected by the ſide of 
that cold corſe, once animated with an 
eternal love for the children of her charity, 
and in contemplating happineſs paſt, and 
miſery which the future might conceal. 
| Amongſt 
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Amongſt the dark catalogue of poſibles, 
there was none which weighed down her 
gentle ſpirit with ſo ſore a burden'as the 
dreadful alternative—that ſhe muſt now re- 
nounce the hope of living under the ſame 
roof with her deſolated mother, or by her 
maintenance add freſh expences to that un- 
known bounty by which her dear parent 
had ſo long been ſupported. She only 
knew that the inſtitution of this charity 
belonged to the penitent betrayer of a ſut- 
fering matron, torn from the arms of 'her 
family ; but being unacquainted with his 
name, that of Sir William Jones was the 


very laſt with which her imagination would 
have filled up the blank. 


Long did ſhe labour with theſe uneaſy 
reflections, which abated fomething of their 
corroding ſeverity, when ſhe made up her 
humble mind to take upon herſelf the dou- 
ble office of -keeper'and nurſe to her mo- 
ther, rather than live from her, even if 


ſplen- 


| 
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ſplendour had been the opponent of duty. 


2 I ſhall then,” thought the ſweet girl, 


* be no additional clog on the bounty that 
ſupports her. I ſhall earn my bread by 
doing thoſe offices for which another is 
paid :” for that other ſhe reſolved to pro- 


vide before ſhe quitted her employment, 


or, as it was moſt probable ſhe would do, 
return to her own country ; and for the 


exigencies of this generous retribution, it 


was ſuppoſed, with ſomething like joy, 
that ſhe ſhould be amply provided by the 
fale of ſuch cloaths as would never more 
arrange either with her deſires or her ſitu- 


ation. 


My readers will, doubtleſs, wonder what 


ſhould eſtrange Harriet from the ſociety, 


almoſt the ſight, of her beloved Loretta 
two whole days; yet their wonder muſt 
ceaſe, when they are told, it was not only 
the command of her imperial Ladyſhip for 
all friendly intercourſe between them to be 

at 
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at an end, but that ſhe alſo made her ſo 
conſtantly her companion, by day and - 
night, as left few moments of liberty, and 
thoſe the coinage of ſtealth, for the tender 


friends to weep on the boſoms of each 


other. 


Harriet nobly offered every ſacrifice, 
even of her filial gbedience, at the altar of 
friendſhip ; but Loretta, ſtill more nobly, 
rejected the offering. No! dear Miſs 
Acres, No!” cried the generous Orphan 
of Snowdon, The little temple of peace 
I have built with indefatigable pleaſure on 
the ruins of magnificent happineſs, would 
be utterly demoliſhed by the leaſt reſiſtance 
on your part to whatever is the will of your 
mother, Make me not ſo much a wretch 
m my own fight. as to requite the obliga- 
tions I owe my beatified preſerver, by ſe- 
ducing her beloved grand-daughter from 
the ftraight path of redtitude into the 
crooked one of error! I adyiſe, I entreat 
* ö —I will 


208 THE ORPHANS 


I will ſet you, deareſt, kind, compaſ- 
ſionate Miſs Acres, I will fet you an ex- 
ample of ſubmiſſion ; for I will with ſtrict- 
; neſs obey thoſe commands you are inclined 
to diſpate. I am not a fit companion for 
a lady of your rank and expectations: my 
ambition is to deſerve, without being ex- 
alted to, the honour of your friendſhip.— 
We muſt have no more private interviews ; 
and let this be the laſt; dear, indulgent 
embrace, caſting her arms about the 
ſpeechleſs Harriet, © in which every thing 
but affection may be forgotten. The re- 
ſpect which ought to accompany this free- 
dom ſhall, hereafter, fence round the image 
of your goodneſs in a heart, from which it 
never—never can be obliterated !“ 


It would be endleſs to repeat the ardent 
conteſt which enſued between an overflow- 
ing of fond ſenſibility and the ſteady perſe- 
verence of "modeſt diffidence; it will be 
enough to ſay, that Loretta, who had-cer- 

tainly 
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tainly the ſtrongeſt ſide of the argument, 


prevailed to eſtabliſh the vavering my of 


Harriet, 


Juſt as they had vowed the ſincereſt and 
tendereſt remembranceof each other, Lady 
Acres ſent up her woman with a meſſage, 
defiring the attendance of Loretta, The 
tears which had covered her cheeks were 
immediately wiped away, and with virtu- 
ous reſolution, in which: was compriſed the 
dignity of innate rectitude, {he went to 
receive her Ladyſhip's commands, reſolved, 
of- whatever nature they might be, not to 
diſpute them. id And af hee se 


9 
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Mrs. Oſmond, for reaſons beſt: known 
to herſelf, had carefully concealed from 


her family every thing which related to the 


widow of Montgomery and Sir William 
Jones; and, at her requeſt, Loretta had 
never mentioned her mother to Harriet; 
ſo that, in her way to Lady Acxes' dreſſing- 
N | | room, 
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room, ſhe pauſed a moment, to conſider 
whether, conſiſtent with her pious reſpect 
for whatever ſhe knew to be the will of her 
deceaſed benefactreſs, ſhe might divulge 
the ſecret, and Ueclare her intentions to 
ſeek an aſylum in the cottage which con- 
tained her helpleſs parent ; but, after all, 
could fix on no ſettled determination, and 
leſt it to the deciſion of the moment. 


How do you do?” ſaid Lady Acres, 
| without lifting her head from the back of a 
ſofa on which it reſted. 


bee tried to ſpeak, but a flood of re- 
collection overwhelmed the powers of ex- 


preſſion. 


I] ſee you are properly affected. You 
have had, to be ſure, a very great loſs— 
and ſo have I! God knows when, or if 
ny I ſhall get the better of my forrows ! 

on — wiſh 


e 
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—] wiſh your's, for r your own ſake, a more 
ſpeedy termination; I ſhould have ſent for 
you before, had I been able to bear the 
ſight of any body who is not abſolutely be- 
longing to my family. "You may fit down, 
child, for I have much to ſay, if grief will 
allow me to perform the kind taſk by you, 
which I know would be acceptable to my 
dear mother, could ſhe witneſs my inten- 
tions !--Oh, what a mother have I loſt !” 


Forgetting the preſence in which ſhe 
ſtood, thus exclaimed the impreſſive daugh- 


ter of Montgomery Lewis loſes his all! 
—Loretta loſes her all —Affliction loſes 


her ſolace !—and Charity loſes her al- 
moner !” 


Lord, child, you will diſturb 25 ſpt- 
rits more than ever Can't you fit —_— 
_ b defire you!“ 


Down 


—_— THE ORPHANS 


Down ſunk Loretta on a chair—her 
arms languidly fell on able, and her face 
reclined upon them. 
as t | * 10 Fl 
* Acres, Who caught a glimpſe of 
her attitude, ſtarted from her own pillow 
of repoſe, and, in an erect poſition, ſharp- 
ly required. that ſhe ſhould withdraw her 
hands from the little work table, the var- 
niſh of which had already:ſuffered, the ſaid, 
too much by the careleſſneſs of ſervants. 


Thinking ſhe muſt have acted extreme- 
ly wrong, fo ſuddenly to change the tones 


of lamentation to: the aſperity of reproof, 


and ever willing to blame-herſelf rather 
than another, ſhe ſtrove to conquer the 
feelings that had betrayed her to commit 
an error, of which ſhe was quite uncon- 
ſcious, begged pardon, with the ſweeteſt 
humility, for her inattention ; and having, 
by the meek ſacrifice of every ſelfiſh conſi- 
- eration, appeaſed her Ladyſhip's careful 

ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, ſo deeply intereſted in the preſerva- 
tion of her table, the converſation recom-- 
menced where it had before been inter- 
rupted. 


* 


x 


Do you expect to hear my mother has , 

left you a legacy Pi f 
1 
4 Oh, no! Made: my dear Lan K has I 
already done too much for me.” 3 
Lou are in the right to acknowledge 3 
that ; and truly it was not in her power to 4 
do more either for you or your brother than | 
to bring you up as ſhe has done, to exiſt 4 
3 


in future by the talents ſhe has put into | 
your hands. How far ſhe may have been” 
to blame, by giving you a notion of higher 
circles, is not for me to determine: all 4 
that-we have now: to conſider is, how you 
may [decently retreat from them; and I 
hope I ſhall have decided to your ſatisfac- . 


tion,” 


_—— 
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« Teach me your pleaſure, Madam; for 
Jam not to learn that ſubmiſſion to what- 
ever 18 your will becomes my duty.” 


by + 


Perhaps I ſhould like to retain you in 


my family ; but there are many reaſons 
why that cannot be done. My daughter 
and you, henceforth, muſt be ſtrangers.— 
It would be mighty odd, indeed, that the 


young body, who from curteſy has ſat at 


my table, and been ſeen in my aſſemblies, 
ſhould mix with my upper ſervants, or play 
half crown whiſt with my ſteward, butler, 
and houſekeeper. There can be no other 
ſituation for you in my houſehold, Loretta; 
and if I can fix you out of it in one equally 


e I think we ſhall both be better ſa- 


tisfied. 15 


8 meekly bowed her head. 


Now,“ thought ſhe, © it is time that [ 


ſhoulds mention my mother * but Lady 


Acres 
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Acres again ie to ſpeak, and ng 
kept her ſilent. 


* I have ſome friends who live in the 
country ; they want ſuch an attendant as 
yourſelf about the perſon of their daughter, 
who has long bcen on the Queen's liſt, and 
muſt ſucceed the next maid. of honour, 
which by death or marriage may make a 


vacancy. She is a charming young wo- 


man: ſhe will have apartments at St. 
James's. You can make yourſelf uſeful, 


and no doubt your eee will be: 


mighty comlontable,," 


Still Loretta faid nothing,» What could, 


ſhe ſay ? 


« Here is a letter,” ation her Lods- 


ſhip, taking one from her pocket-book, | 
e which I received from my excellent mo- 


e what 


ther in your childhood. Tou will 
have ever been her wiſe plans both for you, 
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and your brother ; all of which I am wil- 
ling to accompliſh, provided you can ac- 
cept my good offices without aſpiring to 
my perſonal protection : it is a liberty I 
could not take to burthen my huſband with 
my mother's penſioners.” 


The letter her Ladyſhip now tendered 
to the trembling hands of Loretta was the 
very ſame which was written in anſwer to 
the jealous ſuſpicions Mrs. Oſmond ſaw 
was breeding in the heart of her daughter 
when firſt ſhe opened her arms to ſhelter 
the Orphans of Snowdon, the purport of 
which my readers mo find in the firſt 


R volume. 


ene ſtruggling with more than the 
pangs of torture, kiſſed and preſſed to her 


beating boſom the well-known characters; 


and then, Uimly tracing them through her 
figned them with a graceful. bend 


tears, 


dy to their right owner; faying— 
| * * 


* 


— 
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& Diſpoſe of me, Madam, as you pleaſe , 
only if I ſhould ever recover a loſt mother, 
be not offended if I ſhould place Myſelf 


under her protection in preference to any 
other.” 


'F 

% That, child,” replied Lady Acres, © is 

ſo improbable, that I ſhall immediately 

write to Lady Tilliſon, and ſhall have her 

anſwer by the time you return rom the 
ae COLD NG ara 
4 | 

From the e Madam 

will you, indeed, allow me to attend the 

remains of my revered Lady 1 


1 
1 


7. 1090 F 

9 « Yes,” interrupteLady Ates; 92 2900 
certainly you go, with my dear mother's 
woman and my own for your tompanions. 
I have ordered bandomeanounin g for 
you all. My coach ſhalh oohyey you ; the 
undertaker may fill the fourth place; and 
every thing will be, . 
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the melancholy ceremony of interment on 
the 25th, and you muſt be ready on the 
20th. | | 


Loretta lifted up her ſoul in thankful- 
neſs, for a permiſſion ſo accordant to her 
reverence for the dead—ſo gratifying to 
Her duty for the living; and if the ex- 
tremes of pain and pleaſure ever can aſſo- 


_caate together, they might certainly be ſaid 


to have taken up their temporary reſidence 
in her agitated boſom, whilſt conſidering 
that now ſhe ſhould perform the laſt ſad 
offices to the beſt of friends, and thoſe 


ſweet ones of filial piety, to which her 


whole ſoul was rouſed by the call of nature. 
| 12 * 8 

Beſore the time fixed ſor the funeral 
proceffion, Loretta was ſummoned to one 
more interview. Lady Acres, who, though 
fighs and tears often impeded her voice, 
forgot not the moſt trivial circumſtance re- 
s to the Ge of her property, 


but 


* * 


— * * 
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but honoured the poor little prot4gte of 
Providence with ſo many commiſſions to 
be executed at the Lodge, that dinner was 
announced before her audience ended ; 
when, coldly wiſhing her a good journey, 9 
Lady Acres withdrew to the enjoyments of 1 
a ſplendid table, Loretta to watch and | 
weep over the coffin of their common pa- 
rent. ; 


* 5 
4 


Our reader may have ſome curioſity to 
be intruſted with the ſecret orders confided 
to Loretta ; we ſhall therefore have no dif- 


ficulty in revealing them, under a lift of 
the following items : oY 


All the drawers, wardrobes, boxes, and 
cloſets, to be fealed up with the arms of 
their late owner The houſehold linen, 
except two things of a ſort, given in charge 
of the houſekeeper, and accounted for by 
her when called upon The ſtores in her 
poſſeſſion to be duly weighed and num 
| L3 bered—. 
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bered—The wines, with every thing elſe 
contained in the cellars, to be counted, 
afterwards locked, and the keys ſent to 
Lady Acres by Loretta—A catalogue of all 
the furniture to be taken by Loretta, who 
was repeatedly ordered to be careful that 
nothing might be hurt or deſtroyed in 
cleaning or packing. She was alſo deſired 
to ſettle the ſervants' on board wages, till 
Sir John could be conſulted what was to 
be done with them hereafter : putting all 
the domeſtics into” mourning devolved on 


1 | the undertaker, who had agreed to equip 


them proper for their country appearance at 
the rate of five pounds each, in which bar- 
gain Loretta herſelf had been included. 
Jo ſpare her heart as much anguiſh as 
it might be ſpared; conſiſtent with the taſk 
ſhe had undertaken ; and deſirous to 
ſtrengthen her mind for the diſcharge of all 
her duties, Loretta avoided, rather than 
Hught, for objects of horror, and retired 
| | to 
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to a diſtant. room whilſt the coffin was re- 
moving, nor took her place in the coach 
till her two female companions came to 
ſupport her tottering ſteps, when walking 
between them, a deep black veil covering 


her ſwollen eyes from obſervation, the 


permitted them to lead her towards: the 
carriuge. 

Paſſing Harrict's chamber, the door of 
which ſtood open, that young lady, unmind- 
ſul of all reſtraint, ruſhed into the arms of the 
lovely mourner, crying out, as ſhe ſobbed 
on her neck, Oh! Lewis, why have you 
left uin Loretta without a protector !—why 
muſt the boſom of this ſweet roſe be pierced 
with thorns, which I was not allowed to 
extract!“ 


The voice of Lady Acres, fm an n adja- 
cent room, calling authoritatively on her 
daughter, ſtifled in its very birth this ten- 
der interview; when Loretta, more dead 

than 
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than alive, proceeded on her,way to the 
carriage, into which being lifted by the ſo- 
lemn undertaker, the reclined her head 
againſt the ſhoulder of Mrs. Oſmond's 
woman, from whence the raiſed it no more 
till the gloomy proceilion ſtopped for the 
night at Spenhamland. 


Her. travelling companions, though far 

from participating in the refnements of her 
ſorrow, were nevertheleſs humanely ſuſ- 
ceptible of its conſequences. With ten- 
derneſs they conducted her to a bed-cham- 
ber, procured her ſome whey, and ſat by 
her ſide till ſhe had wept herſelf aſleep; 
when joining the undertaker, who, mean 
time, had provided for them a plentiful 
repaſt, they partook of it with decent ſo- 
briety, in, the ſame room where reſted the 
corpſe of Mrs Oſmond ; having promiſed 
| Loretta, before ſhe would, lay down, not 
to ſeparate themſelves from thę precious 
remains. 


The 
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The two ſucceeding days were more ſup- 
portable than the firſt; every mile which 
ſhortened the road to Briſtol added ſouge- 
thing to the compoſure of Montgemery's 
orphan, who cheered her ſad thoughts with: 
the idea that they ſhould arrive early 
enough at the inn to take one look at her 
mother before they continued their jour- 
ney ; but in this hope ſhe was diſappoint- 
ed: they did not arrive till very late, o- 
ing to an accident with one of the wheels, 
which had nearly been as fatal to her life 
as it proved to her fond expectations. Tt 
was guite dark ; ſhe could haye no confi- 
dant of courſe, no companion, in her call 
at the.cottage, nor could ſhe go thither the 
next morning, becauſe this cavalcade were 
to be on the road by break of day. 


She paſſed the little lane leading to her 
mother's abode in agonizing filence, only 
broken by ſighs, whilſt, throwing back her 
veil, pretending to be incommoded by its 

LA4 heat, 
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heat, her beautiful woe-fraught eyes durted 
ſo intenſely on the well beloved, well re— 
mgmbered path, as if to invite the trees 


and hedges to pity the neceſlity the was 
under of leaving them behind her :—© but 
I ſhall ſoon come back again,” thought the 
ſweet mourner ; when no longer able to 


ſee the dear lane, yes, I thall ſoon re- 
turn, to unite my fate with that of my now 
only parent !” | 


of The day of Mrs, Oſmond's interment 


was a day big with calamity to hundreds 
as well as to Loretta, 'The deep-toned 


_ ſounds of the ſtceple bell were mingled 


with the widows' groans | The drops hea- 


yen let fall when the motionleſs body of 


benevolence was borne to the gloomy 
church, were out-numbered by the tears 
of old men and orphan children ! Neither 
was Loretta the. only perſon conveyed 
home in fits before the awful ſervice was 
quite concluded: amongſt thoſe whoſe 
ail. feelings 
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feelings were as exquiſite as her own may 


be reckoned Mrs. Orchard and the vene- 


rable Jonathan. They were the moſt re- 
ſigned of Chriſtians, as well as the moſt 
faithful of ſervants ! They wept leſs for tile 
loſs of their miſtreſs than for the deplorable 
ſlate to which her death had reduced the 
poor Loretta; and when they ſaw her ſink 
down on the brink of the vault, their con- 
dition was almoſt as inſenſible as Ler own ! 


Lady Acres had ordered ber woman te 
return with the undertaker as ſoon as the 
funeral ſhould be over; Loretta to follow 
in the ſtage, when all her commiſſions 
were executed; and her mother's late at- 
tendant to remain behind, on board wages, 
with the other domeſtics, ſome of whom 
ſhe ſeemed to hint might be received into 
Sir John's ſerviee, and ſome provided for 
elſewhere ; againſt which regulation no re- 
monſtrances could be made; and accord- 
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ingly the next morning the party of 
mourners ſeparated. 


Mrs. Orchard and Jonathan, who loved 


the Orphans of Snowdon as if they claimed 
the honour of being their progenitors, hav- 
ing conſoled and comforted Loretta the 
beſt in their power, offered, if ſhe would 
put herſelf under their protection, to retire 
with her to any part of the country ſhe 
ſhould name, and to ſcreen her from the 
ſhackles of dependance, by ſinking their 


little all in an annuity on her life. - 


4 ; Though penetrated by their kindneſs, 
& <1 


e poſitively refuſed to avail herſelf of its 
conſequences. She did not plead the moſt 


forcible of her objections, that of droniſnly 
ſucking the honey from the hive of their 


induſtry; becauſe fo ſordid a conſideration, 


to hearts generous as their's, would have 
given pain, without effecting its object: 
* * 


{he 


ts 


eir 


e 


(he 


OF SNOW DON. 227 


ſhe. therefore aſſured them, to Neender 
the patronage of Lady Acres, and to obey 
her in every thing, was a ſacred duty, 
which (but on one conſideration, that of 
being uſeful to her mother) ſhould never 
be diſpenſed with ; having eaſon to be 
convinced, from ſeeing a letter from under 
her own hand, that ſuch had once been 5 
the deſtination of Mrs. Oſmond, whoſe 
will would ever be held in ſuch holy reve- 
rence, as to exact, in the performance of 
it, not only the ſacrifice of her happineſs, 
but of her life alſo, if that ſhould be re- 
quired. 


; * 

Loretta's impatience to be at Briſtol made 
her haſten to finiſh her buſineſs at the 
Lodge with the greateſt diſpatch: and thus 
occupied, from morning to night, ſhe was 
inſenſibly drawn from that depth of de- 
ſpondency into which the plunged for ſe- 
veral days after the interment of her bene- 
factreſs. 


L 6 J onathan, 
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Jchathan, who was, or thought he was, 
an able politician, treated himſelf with a 
weekly paper, to ſee,” as he would ſay 


to his fellow ſervants, “ how the world 


4 w 
& * e ö . - 
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Twice had the walking newſman called 
* at the door, and. dropped the St. James's 
Chronicle, fince Loretta's arrival at the 
Lodge; and as often had it lain neglected, 
even by Jonathan, who could find no gra- 
tiſication in his moſt favourite purſuits 
whilſt the tears of Montgomery's daughter 
were ſtill flowing; but when he beheld 
them drying under the auſpices of reaſon, 


L '< he deſired ſhe would give him leave to en- 


tertain her with reading that paper, which 
contained the lateſt intelligence; to which 
requeſt ſhe nodded aſſent, without ſuppoſ- 

ing ſhe ſhould take any other pleaſure in 
what he propoſed than that of being no 
- impediment to his enjoyments; and, ſeated 
in his arm-chair, with his ſpectacles fixed 


On 
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on his ſnow- bound temples, he Arſt 6aſt his 


eyes on the Gazette, crying out“ So, ſo, 
I ſee Government are at the old trade of 
Lord making. If they go on at this rate, 
Gentlemen will be #09 ſcarce, and Lords 
too plentiful.” 


Having ended his obſervation, he re- 


turned to the Gazette, and after reading a 
long liſt of names newly ennobled, again 


he ſaddenly ſtopped - ſmiled took off his 


ſpectacles—wiped—replaced them and 
exclaimed —* Odio ! I am glad of that! 
cry glad, indeed! Here is the good 
friend of our Lewis amongſt them !” 


The wandering thoughts of Loretta, 
rouſed by the name of her beloved bro- 
ther, were now-altogether fixed on the ſub- 
ject which appeared ſo greatly to delight 
the good old man, and, with ſomething 


like her uſual Jrraelty; ſhe begged” an im- 
' IE mediate | 
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mediate explanation of the en t te 
which he alluded. 

Nes ſweet bp God bleſs you for 
treating me with that lively loox! You 
| ſhall have it !—you ſhall have every word 
of it! Hear, then—* Sir William Jones, 
of Ferryford Caſtle, an Engliſh Baron, by 
the name, ſtile, and title of Lord Temple- 
vale, with remainder to the heirs of his 
body lawfully begotten, or failing, ſuch to 
the heir of his adoption,” 

Loretta, who "had no conception how 
much Lewis would hereafter be benefited 
by the honours conferred on his patron, 
was nevertheleſs as much delighted with 
his promotion, from gratitude, as ſhe could 
have been from more intereſted motives. 


But the reaſon why the name of Lewis 
Montgomery (which would have diſcloſed 
the ſraret) was not included in Sir Wil- 
liam's 
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liam's patent of nobility, proceeded from 
the miniſter's having propoſed, on further 
deliberation, that the words heir of his 
adoption ſhould be ſubſtituted in place of 
an immediate ſucceſſor, as being leſs liable 
to create curioſity, or give cauſe for the 
public inveſtigation reſpecting any latent 
foundation, on which were to be raiſed the 
fortunes of ſo mean an individual as the 
obſcure ſon of a peaſant; to which Sir 
William had not only agreed, but made 
the communication to Mrs. Oſmond in his 
laſt diſpatches. 


Every thing being now ready for Lo- 
retta's going back to the capital, nothing 
would ſatisfy Mrs. Orchard and Jonathan, 
but that they ſhould hire a poſt-chaiſe at 
their own expence, and accompany her as 
far as Briſtol; to which kind propoſition 
ſhe made no unconquerable reſiſtance, be- 
cauſe, confiding as much on their wiſdom 
as on their fidelity, ſhe reſolved on open- 

ing 
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ing to them the true ſtate of her mother's 
fituation,” to conſult them on her favourite 
plan of ſuperſeding her preſent almoſt ſu- 
perannuated attendant, whenever ſhe ſhould 
have returned to deliver up the final of that 
buſineſs intruſted to her care by Lady 
Acres, and diſpoſe of her wardrobe to 
diſcharge thoſe claims, which, gratitude as 
well as juſtice made it appear, were the 
dues of her ancient predecefior, There- 
fore, with the beſt grace in the world, ſhe 
conſented to accept another obligation from 
the affectionate friends of her childhood, 


in addition to the many for which ſhe ſtood 


already indebted ; and the next day but 


one was fixed tor the commencement of 


their focial 3 Journey. 


It was no ſmall relief to the ſpirits of 


Loretta, which ſunk at the momentary ap- 
proach of that time when the ſhould leave 
the dear Lodge never to ſee it again; nei- 
ther any inconſiderdble augmentation to 


. her 


=, 
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her little ſtock of hoarded hopes for the 
future, that, prior to their departure, Jo- 
nathan received a kind letter from Daddy 
Brown, as alſo did Mrs. Orchard from 
Daddy Brown's Lady, both filled with the 
fondeſt prayers for the health and welfare 
of the darling orphans; afking ten thou- 
ſand queſtions about them, every one of 
which they defired might be punctually 
anſwered ; and ended by ſaying, that, after 
the death of their relation, who could not 

hold it out many months, they ſhould bid 
adieu to Ireland, and come back to their 
little farm rich enough to purchaſe other 
two farms, for Lewis and Loretta, each of 
which ſhould he thrice as valuable as 
theirs ; when they might either live at the 
Lodge, or in houſes of their own, as their 
bleſſed protectreſs and honoured Lady 
ſhould think proper to determine for them, 


Some readers might ſuppoſe, that whilſt 
her grief was ſo green, and the cauſe of it 
| 0 | ſo 
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fo recent, ſuch an apoſtrophe on her who was 


now, indeed, blefjed /—muſt have renewed 


the tears of Loretta; but let me inform 
them, that there is ope way of avoiding 
thoſe ſudden burſts of tender paſſions which 
are apt to overtake us by ſurpriſe at the 
caſual mention of thoſe treaſures we no 


longer poſſeſs; and that one was adopted 
by the daughter of Montgomery, who, in- 


ſtead of hoarding up in her own heart the 
name of Oſmond, either from avarice of 
grief, or ſcarcity of fortitude, that dear, 


adored name, with all its train- of virtues, 


was ſo familiar to the lips as well as thoughts 


'of Loretta, that if another pronouncet it, 


as none did ſo but with due reverence, it 
ſeemed like the echo of her own voice, and 


lightened rather than increaſed the preflure 
_of her misfortunes. 


She would even have ſummoned ſuffi- 
cient reſolution to anſwer, with her own 


pen, the generous kindneſs of her abſent 


friends; 


it 
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friends ; but thoſe who were preſent, fear- 
ing ſhe might enter into gloomy details 
prejudicial to her reviving compoſure, 
would only conſent to her adding a poſt- 
ſcript ; in which poſtſcript was contained 
more gratitude, more humility, more ſound 
reaſoning, and a great deal more genuine 
piety, than is ſometimes to be found in a 
volume of female epiſtles. 


To ſave the moſt ſuſceptible of all hearts 
ſrom as many ſad impreſſions as good ma- 
nagement could keep from aſſaulting it, 
Jonathan and Mrs. Orchard ſo contrived 
as to have all Loretta's ſmall parcels, unap- 
propriated for conveyance by the waggon, 
placed in the chaiſe, at a ſmall diſtance 
from the Lodge, and ſeveral hours before 
ſhe ſuppoſed it was their intentions to ſet 
out, they inſenſibly betrayed her uncon- 
ſcious ſteps to the ſpot where ſtood the 
carriage deſtined to hurry her body from 

thoſe 
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thoſe ſcenes over which her reluctant ſoul 
fondly hoyered. She ſtarted at a prepara- 
tion ſo totally unexpected; but perceiving 
at once the compaſiionate caution of her 
kind conductors, ſhe tried to ſtifle her 
emotion, and with one glance, hke that 
which Eve might be ſuppoſed to have leſt 
behind her on quitting her heavenly Para- 
diſe, was ſeated between her coinpanions. 
— Her head fell on the boſom of Mrs. Or- 
chard—her eyes were partially averted from 
_ the Lodge—and her pale checks, unmoiſt- 
ened with tears, ſpoke the language of 
flent woe in its moſt eloquent purity ! 
Before they had proceeded many miles, 
Loretta, having recovered her intelligent 
faculties, engaged the attention, and very 
much raiſed the wonder, of her fellow tra- 
vellers, by ſuccinctly relating to them every 
thing ſhe knew concerning her mother. 
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© It appears odd enough,” obſerved Jo- 
nathan, „that the ſituation of this poor 
woman ſhould have been firſt diſcovered 
by Sir William Jones—that he ſhould 
know who forced her from Snowdon—that 
he ſhould talk of his penitence—even give 
you to underſtand that ſhe is now ſup- 


ported by her betrayer—yet never diſcloſe 
this belegen i 


« What,” faid Mrs. Orchard, © what, 
if this Sir William ſhould himſelf have been 
the very man ?” 


« Why, to tell you the truth, Madam,” 
replied Jonathan, ©. do in my heart be- 
lieve it to be ſo. God forgive me if I mis- 


judge him !—and God forgive him if I am 


right! Whatever he might have been, he 
is now the friend of our Lewis, and, withal, 


the worthieſt of men, as I have heard my 
late honoured Lady-often fay;??>; 53 1. 1412 
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Loretta careleſsly liſtened to theſe con- 
jectures; and, by pretending not to adopt 
an idea which ſhe called extravagant, drew 
them into much greater lengths on the 
ſubject than they probably inteaded to go; 
till at laſt their natural as well as pertinent 
remarks made her fear ſhe ſhould be of 
their opinion. 'The image raiſed in her 
mind, of her brother being under obliga- 
tions to the deſtroyer of her mother's ſenſes 
proved a poiſoned dart in the boſom of con- 
fidence, and the affectionate reverence ſhe 
before entertained for Sir William Jones 
became embittered by horrid poſſibilities ; 
yet had ſhe the command over her ſenſes 
to confider it only as poſſible that he, 
who protected the branches, ſhould have 
ftruck at the root of a virtuous union; and 
ſo far from encouraging the ſurmiſes of 
Jonathan or Mrs. Orchard, ſhetexerted the 
_ utmoſt energy to confute them, and ſo 
great the power of her underſtanding over 
theſe good people, that whatever ſhe ad- 
(IRE © + vanced 
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vanced was with them “ wiſeſt, diſcreeteſt, 
beſt; of courſe her opinion was eſtabliſh- 
ed, their's fell to the ground, and the con- 
duct of Sir William was reſcued, by his 


fair little advocate, from ſurther obloquy. 
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